Sociology 2031

Social Problems

Summer B 2008

Instructor:  Laura Patterson, M.S.

Office:  IBS 5

Office Hours:  By appointment.

Email:  Laura.Patterson@colorado.edu

Overview

This course is an introduction to the sociological perspective on social problems.  We will take a constructionist view in examining various social problems, allowing us to see how certain issues are constructed as “problems” and how this construction is specific to a certain society as well as a certain time period.  This view will allow us to differentiate between the objective and subjective elements of social problems.  Additionally, we will examine four specific social problems in depth within the course:  the “McDonaldization” of modern society, the environment, the criminal justice system, and the U.S. educational system.   I hope you leave this course with a better understanding of the ways in which societies construct various issues as “problems” and with more informed convictions regarding some current social problems.

Grading

Assignment

                     Exam date/due date

Total possible points

Exam I

         


Thurs., July 17th



100 points

Exam II


         

Mon., July 28th



100 points

Final Exam


         
Fri., August 8th



150 points

Ten Homeworks


Throughout the semester 

100 points

Presentation
         


August 4th – 7th                 

100 points

Presentation Quizzes


August 4th – 7th



50 points

Homework assignments

Ten homework assignments will be due at various points throughout the semester.  Please refer to the schedule at the end of the syllabus for exact due dates.  Homework assignments will be due IN CLASS on the due date, as they are meant to measure attendance as well.  Therefore, students will not receive credit for late assignments, those submitted via email, or assignments turned in on a day when the student arrives excessively late or leaves excessively early, without documentation of a legitimate excuse.  In order to account for non-documentable mishaps that may occur over the course of the semester, each student will receive one free homework grade – essentially one “drop” – that will be averaged into the student’s grade at the end of the semester.

Presentations and Presentation Quizzes

During the last week of the course, each student will be expected to participate in a group presentation relating a real world case study to one of the topics discussed in class.  Exact specifications for the presentation will be discussed during the first week of the course, when group assignments will be made.  If a student desires very strongly to work alone, rather than in a group, arrangements can be made.  However, the student will be responsible for the same quality of work as if s/he was working with a group.  Additionally, if a student is uncomfortable with giving a class presentation, arrangements can be made to submit a paper in lieu of a presentation.

At the end of each student presentation, the group will be responsible for administering a three question quiz to the class, pertaining to the material contained in the presentation.  These questions are due to me NO LATER than the Friday before presentations begin (August 1st) for my approval or the assignment of revisions.  Cumulatively, these quizzes are comparable in points to half of an exam grade, so attendance and attention during student presentations is imperative!  Additionally, the final exam will contain questions drawn directly from presentation quizzes.

Course readings

There will be no textbook assigned for this class.  If, however, you find yourself needing more explanation of a topic following lecture, you may always set up an appointment with me for outside help.  Class readings will instead come from three main sources:  Savage Inequalities by Jonathan Kozol, The McDonaldization of Society by George Ritzer, and shorter articles posted on the class website.  Please purchase these two books, or obtain copies from the library for use during the course.  It is also recommended that students download all course readings from the website at the start of the course.  Exams will be based on material covered in lectures and on the required readings.

Behavioral Expectations

You are expected to fulfill the following requirements:

· Be respectful of the instructor and fellow students.

· Please avoid entering class late and/or leaving the class early.

· Silence all cell phones.

· Do not read outside materials in class.

· Do not wear headphones.

· Do not engage in side conversations.

Because sociologists often study “sensitive” subjects, it is EXTREMELY important to be respectful of your fellow students when discussing these issues.  Diverse opinions, even controversial ones, are welcome; impoliteness toward each other will not be tolerated.  Remember, critique IDEAS, not people!

Disability Statement

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to me a letter from Disability Services in a timely manner so that your needs may be addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities. (303-492-8671, Willard 322, www.Colorado.EDU/disabilityservices)

The University’s Honor Code

Both students and faculty are expected to abide by the University’s honor code, which can be found at the following website: http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/ . Cheating and plagiarism are taken very seriously and are grounds for failure in this course. To plagiarize is to use another’s words as your own, without proper attribution given to the original author.

Absences Due to Religious Observance

Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that student notify their instructor in advance of potential absences due to religious observance. Students are also required to make up any work missed. Faculty are required to make every effort to reasonably and fairly deal with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance. See full details at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html

Sexual Harassment:

The University of Colorado Policy on Sexual Harassment applies to all students, staff and faculty. Sexual harassment is unwelcome sexual attention. It can involve intimidation, threats, coercion, or promises or create an environment that is hostile or offensive. Harassment may occur between members of the same or opposite gender and between any combinations of members in the campus community: students, faculty, staff, and administrators. Harassment can occur anywhere on campus, including the classroom, the workplace, or a residence hall.  Any student, staff or faculty member who believes s/he has been sexually harassed should contact the Office of Sexual Harassment (OSH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550. Information about the OSH and the campus resources available to assist individuals who believe they have been sexually harassed can be obtained at: http://www.colorado.edu/sexualharassment/

IMPORTANT: No grades will be released via e-mail.  Any questions regarding grades or grading will be answered during office hours.  Do not lose, throw away, or otherwise misplace your graded assignments.

**I reserve the right to change this syllabus and/or schedule as I see fit over the course of the semester.

Schedule

T July 8:

Review of syllabus, Introduction to Sociology, What is a Social Problem?

W July 9:

The Constructionist Perspective on Social Problems, Claims-Making

Homework due

R July 10:

The McDonaldization of Society – Part I

Homework due

Reading:  Ritzer: Chapter 1, Chapter 7, and sections from the following chapters:  Chapter 3:  “Higher Education: Just Fill in the Box”, Chapter 4:  “Sports:  Nadia Comaneci Scored Exactly 79.275 Points”, Chapter 5:  “Entertainment:  Welcome to McMovieWorld”, and Chapter 6:  “Healthcare:  Who’s Deciding our Fate?”  (total = approx. 50 pages)

F July 11:

The McDonaldization of Society – Part II; Affluenza and Consumption

Homework due

M July 14:

Affluenza, cont’d.

T July 15:

The Environmental Movement – Part I

Homework due

Online reading:  Global warming overview

W July 16:

The Environmental Movement – Part II, Review for Exam I

Homework due

R July 17:

Exam I

F July 18:

Environmental Justice

Homework due

Online reading:  “Demographic Studies Reveal a Pattern of Environmental Injustice” by Mohai and Bryant

M July 21:

Review Exam

The U.S. Criminal Justice System – Part I

Homework due

Online Reading:  “A Crime by Any Other Name” by Reiman

T July 22:

The U.S. Criminal Justice System – Part II

W July 23:

The U.S. Criminal Justice System, cont’d.

R July 24:

Stratification and Poverty

Homework due

Online reading:  “Making Ends Meet” by Edin and Lein

F July 25:

Stratification and Poverty, cont’d.

Review for Exam II

M July 28:

Exam II

T July 29:

The U.S. Educational System – Part I

Reading:  Savage Inequalities: Chapters 1 and 2

In-class quiz on reading

W July 30:

The U.S. Educational System – Part II

Reading:  Savage Inequalities: Chapter 3

In-class quiz on reading

R July 31:

Globalization

Homework due

Review for Final Exam

Online reading:  “An Appeal to Walt Disney”

F Aug 1: 

Presentation questions

M Aug 4 – R Aug 7:

Group presentations

F Aug 8:  Final Exam

