SOCY 1004-002
DEVIANCE IN U.S. SOCIETY

Spring 2008
Leith Lombas, M.A.
Office:  Ketchum 414

Email address:  Leith.Lombas@Colorado.edu
Office phone:  (303) 492-5399
Class Schedule:






Office Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday




  Tuesday and Thursday
3:30 pm to 4:45 pm





      2:15 to 3:15 or by 

HUMN 135 






            appointment

Goals of the Course:
Every day, each of us is engaged in interactions that affirm, challenge, or recreate society’s rules.  This course is an introduction to the social processes that occur that label certain acts, behaviors, and conditions as deviant.  We will explore the concept of deviance through critical readings of the scholarly work in the field of deviance, through film representations, and through investigations of our daily lives as they relate to the concept of deviance.  During each of these investigations, we will ask of the readings, representations, and ourselves, what counts as deviance?  Who decides what acts, conditions, and behaviors get defined as deviant?  In what sociocultural contexts is something defined as deviant?  What is occurring historically that allows for certain acts, behaviors, and conditions to garner a deviant label?  And, once deviance has been defined within a particular context, what are the consequences for the people who find themselves marked with a deviant label?  What are the consequences for the people empowered to label others as deviant?  All of these questions assume that deviance is not inherent in any act, behavior, or condition, but rather that deviance is socially constructed.  Given this, we will also investigate how deviant labels are used to facilitate certain power relations.  Lastly, we will explore how the process of defining an act, belief, or condition as deviant functions to aid in meaning making.   
Required Reader:  

Pontell, Henry N.  2005.  Social Deviance:  Readings in Theory and Research, 5th 

Edition.  Prentice Hall.  

In addition, there are several required readings available on-line. These are listed in the syllabus below as “electronic reserve.” These can be retrieved via the Norlin Library reserve page: 

http://libraries.colorado.edu/search/r?SEARCH=socy+1004

On the library reserve reading page for this course, readings are listed alphabetically by title (excluding words like “The” or “A”). All readings are in .pdf format (requiring Adobe Acrobat software to read). Because readings will frequently be referred to in lecture, please print out your own copies of the readings so that you can make marginal notations, and consult the text in class as necessary. You will also be able to access these readings via CULearn.  
CU Learn:

All materials for this course, with the exception of the Pontell reader, can be found on CULearn.  Please do a browser check BEFORE logging in to CU Learn for the first time.  If you have any questions about CU Learn, it is your responsibility to contact IT at (303) 735-HELP for assistance.  
Behavioral Expectations:  

· Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and are grounds for failure in this course.  I expect you to read through the University’s Honor Code and familiarize yourself with what constitutes cheating and plagiarism by going to http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/.  If you have any questions about what constitutes cheating and plagiarism, please see me.  

· It is important that you arrive on time for each class period and remain in class for the duration of the class period, unless there is an emergency.  DO NOT pack your bags until you have been dismissed.

· Cell phones must be turned off during the class period.  If your job requires that you carry a cell phone, please speak with me about this immediately.  

· Absolutely no laptops in use during lecture.  You will need to bring a pen and paper to each lecture.  
· Recording devices of any kind are not to be used in class.

· Side conversations will not be tolerated, and will result in a loss of participation points and/or dismissal from class.  
· Because of the “sensitive” nature of the topics of study in this course, it is extremely important to be respectful of each other as we discuss these topics.  Diverse and controversial opinions are welcomed; incivility towards one another will not be tolerated.  
· Any behavior that is determined by me to be disruptive to the class will not be tolerated.  For further information on appropriate classroom behavior, please go to http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html
Course Requirements:  


We will have unannounced reading quizzes designed to encourage your regular reading of the course material.  
On February 14th, all students will be required to turn in an application paper.  This assignment will incorporate a description of how the theories of deviance learned in this class relate to one of your personal experiences of deviance.  More details of this assignment will be given during the first few weeks of the semester.    
On February 21st, we will take exam 1.  All material from the readings, film, lectures, exercises, and discussions is fair game for the exam.  The exam will consist of multiple choice, short answer, and matching questions.  

On March 13th, we will take exam 2.  All material from the readings, lectures, exercises, and discussions is fair game for the exam.  The exam will consist of multiple choice, short answer, and matching questions.  

On May 6th, we will take exam 3 (the final exam).  This will be a comprehensive exam, meaning ALL material from lectures, films, exercises, readings, and discussions is fair game for the final exam.  The format for the final exam will consist of multiple choice, short answer, matching questions, and essay questions.    
Grading:


Your grade for the course will be based on the following:
5 reading quizzes (5 points each).....................…………………………...…...(25 points)
Application paper……………………………………………..…….………..(100 points)

Exam 1………………………………………….…………….……………….(100 points)

Exam 2 ……………………………………………….…………….…………(100 points)

Exam 3 (final exam)……………………………………….…………………(125 points)
Total Points = 450
There will be no extra credit in this course.
Schedule of Readings and Assignments:  
Tuesday, 1/15/08
Introductions and syllabus distribution
Part 1:  Defining Deviance
Thursday, 1/17/08
Discussion etiquette
Introduction, Reader pp. 1-2
Becker, “Moral Entrepreneurs,” Reader pp. 2-7
Tuesday, 1/22/08
Pfohl, “Images of Deviance” (CU-Learn)
Marx, “Ironies of Social Control,” Reader pp. 7-20

Thursday, 1/24/08
Moynihan, “Defining Deviance Down” (CU-Learn)

Film: Eye of the Beholder

Part 2:  Sociological Theories of Deviance
Functionalism
Tuesday, 1/29/08
Durkheim, “The Normal and the Pathological,” Reader pp. 34-37
Thursday, 1/31/08
Merton, “Social Structure and Anomie,” Reader pp. 37-45 

Symbolic Interactionism
Tuesday, 2/5/08

Lemert, “Primary and Secondary Deviations,” Reader pp. 74-77

Goode, “On Behalf of Labeling Theory,” Reader pp. 96-107

Thursday, 2/7/08

Goffman, “Stigma and Social Identity” Reader pp. 77-95
Social Learning
Tuesday, 2/12/08
Sykes and Matza, “Techniques of Neutralization:  A Theory of Delinquency,” Reader pp. 128-132

Sutherland, “Differential Association,” Reader pp. 139-142

Conflict

Thursday, 2/14/08
Spitzer, “Toward a Marxian Theory of Deviance,” Reader pp. 108-112

APPLICATION PAPER DUE

Feminist
Tuesday, 2/19/08 
Chesney-Lind, “Girls’Crime and Woman’s Place:  Toward a Feminist Model of Female Delinquency,” Reader pp. 181-196

Jolin, “On the Backs of Working Prostitutes: Feminist Theory and Prostitution Policy,” Reader pp. 196-205
Thursday, 2/21/08
Exam #1 

Part 3:  Deviant Behaviors 
Sexuality
Tuesday, 2/26/08

Heyl, “The Madame as Teacher:  The Training of House Prostitutes,” Reader pp. 256-265

Humphreys, “Tearoom Trade,” Reader pp. 265-273

Occupations
Thursday, 2/28/08

Thompson and Harred, “Topless Dancers:  Managing Stigma in a Deviant Occupation,” Reader pp. 286-296

Thompson, “Handling the Stigma of Handling the Dead” (CU-Learn)

Drug use
Tuesday, 3/4/08
Becker, “Becoming a Marahuana User,” Reader pp. 132-139
Becker, “Marihuana Use and Social Control” Reader pp. 238-246
Lifestyle
Thursday, 3/6/08
Chambliss, “Saints and Roughnecks” (CU-Learn)
Hopper and Moore, “Women in Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs” (CU-Learn) 
White collar crime
Tuesday, 3/11/08 
Sutherland , “Is “White Collar Crime” Crime?,” Reader pp. 380-390
Benson, “Denying the Guilty Mind: Accounting for Involvement in a White Collar Crime,” Reader pp. 425-431
Thursday, 3/13/08

Exam #2

Part 4:  Deconstructing Deviance

Sexuality

Tuesday, 3/18/08

Foucault, “The Perverse Implantation” (CU-Learn)

Thursday, 3/20/08

Irvine, “Regulated Passions: The Invention of Inhibited Sexual Desire and Sexual Addiction” (CU-Learn)  

********SPRING BREAK: Monday, 3/24/08 through Friday 3/28/08********

Mental disorder

Thursday, 4/3/08
Rosenhan, “On Being Sane in Insane Places,” Reader pp. 448-460

Radio broadcast: “Edge of Sanity” This American Life. January 21, 1997.   

http://www.thislife.org/Radio_Episode.aspx?sched=648
Tuesday, 4/8/08
Goffman, “The Moral Career of the Mental Patient,” Reader pp. 460-473

Film:  One Flew over the Cuckoos Nest (Part 1)

Thursday, 4/10/08

Film: One Flew over the Cuckoos Nest (Part 2)

Law and the state
Tuesday, 4/15/08
TBA
Thursday, 4/17/08
TBA
Part 5: The Death of Deviance?

Tuesday, 4/22/08
Liazos, “The Poverty of the Sociology of Deviance: Nuts, Sluts, and Preverts,” Reader pp. 112-127.

Brown, “Cultural Representation and Ideological Domination” (CU-Learn)

Thursday, 4/24/08
Kelley, “Social Scientists Construct the Ghetto” (CU-Learn)

Tuesday, 4/29/08
Harding, “Representing Fundamentalism: The Problem of the Repugnant Cultural Other” (CU-Learn)

Thursday, 5/1/08
Review for Final Exam
Tuesday 5/6/08

Final Exam from 10:30 to 1:00 in HUMN 135

Honor Code:

In addition to the code of conduct outlined by me, you are required read and adhere to the mandates of the University of Colorado’s Honor Code.  You can find the University’s Honor Code at http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/ .

Disabilities Statement:  

If you qualify for accommodations due to a disability please let me know during the first two weeks of the semester so that your needs may be properly addressed.  You can contact Disabilities Services at (303) 492-8671 or on the web at http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/.  

Religious Observances:

All students who foresee the possibility that the academic requirements of this course may coincide with the practice of their religious observances are encouraged to notify me of any anticipated conflicts within the first two weeks of the semester.  In the event that an exam date conflicts with your religious observance, please notify me so that any necessary adjustments can be made.  For more information, please go to http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html .

Sexual Harassment:

The University of Colorado Policy on Sexual Harassment applies to all students, staff and faculty.  Sexual harassment is unwelcome sexual attention.  It can involve intimidation, threats, coercion, or promises that create an environment that is hostile or offensive. Harassment may occur between members of the same or opposite gender and between any combinations of members in the campus community: students, faculty, staff, and administrators. Harassment can occur anywhere on campus, including the classroom, the workplace, or a residence hall.  Any student, staff or faculty member who believes s/he
has been sexually harassed should contact the Office of Sexual Harassment (OSH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550.  Information about the OSH and the campus resources available to assist individuals who believe they have been sexually harassed can be obtained at: http://www.colorado.edu/sexualharassment/
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