SOCY 2031: Social Problems

Spring 2008

Summer DuBois

Email:  Summer.Woo@colorado.edu


Office:  Ketchum 35

Office Hours:   T/Th. 2:30-3:30 and by appointment
Lecture:  T/Th. 3:30-5 

Required Course Books:

2008.  Finsterbusch, Kurt.  Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Social Issues (14th edition)

* There will also be additional readings either posted on e-reserve or handed out in class.

Description:  This course will introduce you to the perspectives and the study of social problems.  During the semester, we will evaluate how sociologists study social problems as they relate to human behavior, relationships, and social institutions.  In the process, it will also serve as an introduction to understanding the multiple viewpoints of contemporary issues within a sociological framework.  The primary objective is to help you develop your sociological imagination-that is, to provide you with the conceptual and theoretical tools that will allow you to examine virtually any subject from a sociological perspective.  We will explore the connections between our own personal lives and the larger societies we live in.  This course will focus on the analysis of social problems in a diverse society with emphasis on economic, racial, and gender inequality, crime, poverty, the family, education, health care, and other social problems.  This course will provide you with opportunities to think critically about social problems, and to express your informed ideas orally and in writing.    

Expected Behavior:

1. Respect yourself

· Arrive to class on time, well rested, having read the assigned readings and completed all assignments.

· Present your pertinent thoughts and questions to the class.

· Participate in all class discussions and activities.
2.  Respect others

· Listen attentively and openly to the other students and the instructor.

· Use constructive language; refrain from degrading comments and epithets.

· Avoid distractions such as newspapers, side-conversations, other class work and the like.

· Turn off all cell phones and pagers unless the instructor has given you specific permission to have them on vibrate mode. Permission will be granted only in extenuating circumstances.

· If you utilize a laptop for note taking, refrain from email or other non-class related activity. 

· Pack your things and leave only after class has ended. If you need to leave early you must obtain permission prior to the end of class.

3.  Respect this place

· Clean your area before you leave.
· Dispose all trash and clutter in the appropriate receptacles.
· Return the furniture to its original arrangement if it has been moved.
Participation and Attendance:


Participation and attendance are imperative to your grade.  I do not take attendance daily, although it may be taken randomly over the semester.  If you miss class, it is your responsibility to get the notes from a classmate.  I do not put up lectures on the internet and I do not email copies of the lectures to students.  In addition, it is your responsibility to talk to me about homework assignments and to turn in missed assignments.  I do not accept assignments by email – you must turn in a hard copy.  You will be penalized 2 points a day for late homework assignments.  You may not make up work that was completed in class.
Grading and Evaluation:
Class Participation

15%

Midterm Exam

20%

Final Exam 


20%

Final Debate and Paper
20%

In the News (ITN)

15%

Other Assignments 

10%


NOTE: Do NOT email me for your course grade. If you would like to discuss your performance in the course please make an appointment to come and talk with me.

There will no extra credit offered for this course.

Class Participation:

Teaching and learning are reciprocal processes. You should expect to do more than occupy a chair; please come to class energized and prepared to think, speak and do. The success of this course hinges upon students meeting this expectation, therefore so does a portion of your grade. This grade will consist of your participation in class discussions as well as completion of several in class assignments. These assignments may be personal reflections, questions related to videos or a check on your understanding of lecture and reading material. These are NOT tests and students may use their books, notes or each other (unless directed otherwise) to complete them. Assignments will be completed and turned in during the class period and are therefore ineligible for makeup in the case of an absence.

Exams:

There are only two exams for this course – a midterm and a final.  The midterm and final will be approximately 75 questions.  Students will be tested on their comprehension of reading and lecture material. Exams will be objective in nature and consist of multiple choice, fill in the blank, true/false, and other objective questions. There will be no essay questions. No exam will be comprehensive; however, several introductory concepts will be used throughout the course and will be potential test material. 


I do NOT give late exams.  In certain circumstances (serious illness or family emergency) a student may petition for an alternate exam date, however, adequate documentation must be provided. If you fall under this category, you must petition no later than three days before the exam date. You may petition for an extension only once during the course of the semester.

In The News (ITN):
One of the goals of this course is to help students develop into more informed and effective citizens. To do this, you need to be able to connect our class materials and discussions to everyday life. The ‘In the News’ (ITN) assignment is a chance for students to demonstrate this link. For this assignment, students should choose one article from the news which relates to a topic we have been discussing in class to date.  I am asking that students turn in 3 ITN assignments over the course of the semester (see schedule for dates). Please print out your ITN and turn it in at the beginning of class. I will not accept emailed copies. 

For each write up, you will turn in a 1-2 page (typed) short summary and a brief analysis of the news article you have read. I am more interested in reading about your analysis and reaction to the article than to reading a long summary of what was said. You should also discuss how the article relates to our class discussions. We will discuss ITN assignments in class, so please come prepared to talk about your article in class.

Final Debate and Paper:


At the end of the semester, you will be divided into small groups and assigned a topic and affirmative or negative position to argue.  You will then debate your topic in front of the class.  In addition, each person must turn in a 5 page positional paper on April 29.  This is NOT a group paper, but must be prepared individually.  More detailed information will be handed out later in the semester.

Honor Code and Plagiarism:  If you are caught cheating or plagiarizing, you will receive a failing grade and punished according to university guidelines.  When requested, students must sign the honor code for any written work: On my honor, as a University of Colorado at Boulder student, I have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance on this test, paper, work or assignment.   Violations of this policy include:

a) cheating

b) plagiarism (document sources very carefully and rigorously)

c) aiding others in academic dishonesty

d) fabrication and lying

e) bribery

f) threatening behavior

All incidents of academic misconduct will be reported to the Honor Code Council.  If you are found to be in violation of University policy, you will be subject to sanctions from the instructor and the University, including but not limited to probation, expulsion and suspension.  The Honor code can be found at www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html.

Sexual Harassment:  The University of Colorado policy on sexual harassment applies to all students, staff and faculty.  Sexual harassment is unwelcome sexual attention.  It can involve intimidation, threats, coercion, or promises that create an environment that is hostile or offensive.  Harassment can occur between members of the opposite sex, those of the same sex, students, faculty, staff or administrators, and may occur anywhere on the campus or related to campus activities.  Any student, faculty or staff who believes that he/she has been sexually harassed should contact the Office of Sexual Harassment (OSH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550.  Further information may be found at www.colorado.edu/sexualharassment.

Disabilities:  If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to
me a letter from Disability Services in a timely manner so that your needs may
be addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on
documented disabilities. (303-492-8671, Willard 322, www.colorado.edu/
disabilityservices)

Religious Services and Holidays:  Campus policy regarding religious observance requires the faculty to make every effort to reasonably and fairly deal with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance.  In this class, please inform me before the event or holiday and I will accommodate you.  If you inform me after the event of holiday, I will not accommodate you.  Students can see full details of this policy at www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html.

Reading and Assignment Schedule:

Week 1: Introduction

Jan. 15:  Review syllabus and expectations


Jan. 17:  C. Wright Mills, The Promise of Sociology (e-reserve)
Week 2: Economic Inequality


Jan. 22:  TS #7



   Wilkerson, Angela Whitiker’s Climb (e-reserve)


Jan. 24:  TS #13


   Ehrenreich, Evaluation (e-reserve)

Week 3:  Economic Inequality II


Jan. 29:  DePalma, Fifteen Years on the Bottom Rung (e-reserve) 


Jan. 31:  No reading 
Week 4: Race


Feb. 5:  Ruffins and Loury, Is Racial Segregation Necessarily Bad? (e-reserve)



 DUE: Roger and Me response paper


Feb. 7:  McIntosh, White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack (e-reserve)
Week 5: Race


Feb. 12: TS #9


Feb. 14: Barnett and Brain, Are Reparations a Good Idea? (e-reserve)



  DUE: ITN #1

Week 6: Sex and Gender


Feb. 19:  TS #5



   Stress and the Superdad (e-reserve)


Feb. 21:  TS #10
Week 7: Sex and Gender


Feb. 26:  TS #6


Feb. 28:  TS #21

Week 8: Media

Mar. 4: TS #2



 DUE: Ad Analysis


Mar. 6:  Martin et al. Does Rap Music Contribute to Violent Crime? (e-reserve)



  Shaheen and Wright, Are Arabs and Other Muslims Portrayed Unfairly 



in American Films? (e-reserve)

Week 9:  Midterm Exam


Mar. 11:  No reading



   DUE: ITN #2


Mar. 13: MIDTERM EXAM

Week 10:  Education


Mar. 18:  TS #14


    Bowen et al.  Should Race Be a Consideration in College Admissions 



(e-reserve)

Mar. 20:  Does Bilingual Education Harm Hispanic and Other Children? 




(e-reserve)

Week 11:  Spring Break – no class

Week 12:  Health and Medicine


Apr. 1:  TS #15

Apr. 3:  Johnson, Wealthy Go to US to Choose Baby’s Sex (e-reserve)

Week 13:  Health and Medicine


Apr. 8:  Angell and McHugh, Should Doctor-Assisted Suicide Be Legalized for 



the Terminally Ill? (e-reserve)


 Quill, Sounding Board: Death and Dignity (e-reserve)

Apr. 10:  No reading

Week 14:  Crime and Drugs


Apr. 15:  TS #17


Apr. 17:  TS #18



   DUE: ITN #3

Week 15:  Crime and Drugs


Apr. 22:  Lee and Freedman, Is Capital Punishment Justified? (e-reserve)


Apr. 25:  No reading
Week 16:  Final Debates


Apr. 29:  No reading


May 1:  No reading

FINAL EXAM:  Tuesday, May 6 10:30-1:00
