Environment and Society-SOCY 2077

Spring 2008

MWF 2-2:50



Hellems 199
Instructor: Kristofer Hoyt

Email: kristofer.hoyt@colorado.edu
Office: Ketchum 409


Office Hours MW, 12:30-2, and by appointment


FYI: You are responsible for understanding the full contents of this syllabus, and whatever has been added during the course of the semester; all of this qualifies as testable material. This syllabus may be amended at my discretion, and please do not send me emails about it.
Required Text:

Bell, Michael. 2004. An Invitation to Environmental Sociology, 2nd Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press.

Additional readings may be accessed through CULearn.

Purpose of course:

The ways in which you and the rest of us interact with the environment are varied and complex. This course will introduce you to the most basic and important of these, and most importantly, will make you assess your place as resident of Boulder, Colorado, the United States, and of this planet. Emphasis will be placed on writing in this class, with the end goal being an improved ability for you to think critically, and to clearly and thoroughly express your great ideas. I am happy to provide writing pointers, and if you would like more in-depth assistance, try the writing center: http://www.colorado.edu/pwr/writingcenter.html
Classmate Information:

You should have the contact information of some classmates-this will make both of our lives easier. You will be required to have the below spaces filled by the second week of class. You should consider those on this list as resources for notes you may miss, or any general questions about class. Also, be sure you are getting class emails!

Name:



Email:





Name:



Email:





Distribution of Grade:
Points

Percentage of final grade

Midterm:


50


12.5


Short Papers:

50


12.5

Final Exam:

100


25


Position Letter:

25


6.25


Semester Paper:

125


31.25
Quizzes:


50


12.5




400


100

Exams:
Exams will be both quantitative (~75%) and qualitative (~25%). The final will be cumulative- not to be tricky-it will not ask obscure facts and dates, but will make sure you have ingested the most important ideas from previous units. Make up exams will not be allowed without valid documentation. NO EXCEPTIONS.
Short Papers:

There will two (2) of these throughout the semester, worth 25 points each. These are to be 1.5 to 2 double-spaced pages each. There will be detailed directions for these papers, pay very close attention to them. The thoughtfulness, thoroughness, and organization of your argument will be the primary grading criteria, so don’t try to squeeze things onto one page. I have a reputation for being a harsh grader on these papers, so do your best!

Position Letter:

It is important for you as a citizen or resident of this city, state, country, and planet to make your voice heard. This ensures that one certain point of view does not predominate, and is the irreducible check on this uniquely American democratic process. This letter will be due late in the semester, and I will expect you, as an informed resident/citizen, to be articulate and intelligent (using ideas and facts from class) to make an appeal to any elected official, policymaker, or local newspaper you wish. Elected officials may include members of the City Council, the University President, your Congressperson, the President of the United States, or even global bodies, if you wish. If you have a question about the addressee of your letter, consult me. More specific information will be made available for this assignment as the due date approaches.
Semester Paper:

I would like you to enjoy the process of writing this, so I will be relatively flexible in terms of topics. More detailed information about this paper will be available shortly, but it will be a semester-long endeavor, and have its own assignment schedule to ensure you have a quality product by the end.

Grading:

93-100

A

90-92

A-

87-89

B+


83-86

B


80-82

B-


77-79

C+


73-76

C


70-72

C-


67-69

D+


63-66

D


60-62

D-


     59

F
Quizzes:

You are all adults, so I will not be taking daily attendance. However, I will be giving quizzes sporadically to keep you honest. If attendance drops off, these will become more frequent ( I plan on giving 6). I will drop your lowest quiz score.  
Classroom Decorum:  Please plan to arrive on time and stay for the duration of the class.  If you do find yourself running late, please enter the classroom as quietly as possible.  There are two activities that I find particularly unacceptable: packing up early and holding side conversations.  I cannot emphasize enough how much these activities distract from our ability to learn from each other and maintain a productive classroom environment.  If you are holding a disruptive side conversation, I will first give you a warning and the next time it happens I will ask you to leave the classroom.  While in class please listen attentively, refrain from whispering, reading materials not related to class, texting, or surfing the Internet. Please note that those breaking these rules will not get “the benefit of the doubt” come grade time, but those who listen attentively and participate in class will. 

Class notes and readings: I will use powerpoint extensively, and will post lectures on CULearn after they have been given. So, you do not need to write dwon everything that is on them, but be careful to take notes in a way that will help you to remember the material best. There will be a fair amount of reading, but I do not expect you to remember the minutiae of the articles. I do exoect you to know four things from every reading: purpose, thesis, evidence, and conclusions. These are what I will test you on.
Turning in Work:  All assignments must be submitted in class on the date they are due.  Assignments placed in my mailbox or emailed to me will not be acknowledged.  If you are unable to attend class when work is due, I expect you to submit it to me before the assignment is due or have someone turn it in for you during class. Late work will be accepted with valid documentation, no exceptions.
Cell phones:  Turn off your cell phone before you enter the classroom.  (Vibrate is not off). If you should happen to forget this and your cell phone does go off during class, turn it off immediately or leave the room promptly – DO NOT answer it (This includes texts!). If you need to keep your cell phone on due to a personal emergency, let me know before class starts.

Disability statement:  If you have a physical, psychiatric, or learning disability and require accommodations, please let me know ASAP so that your needs may be appropriately met.  You will need to provide documentation of your disability to Disability Services (Willard 322; 303-492-8671).  If you have an undocumented disability and would like extra time on exams, let me know within the first two weeks of class.

Religious Holidays: The University of Colorado at Boulder has a legal and moral obligation to accommodate all students who must be absent from classes or miss scheduled exams in order to observe religious holidays.  You will not be penalized for missing class due to a religious observance, but you must notify me of any scheduling conflicts in writing by September 8th.

Academic Integrity: Cheating is defined as using unauthorized materials or receiving unauthorized assistance during an examination or other academic exercise,or using another’s ideas or words without appropriate acknowledgment.  Either of the above actions will result in a grade of F (0%) on the assignment.  The University will also be notified if cheating occurs. If any of this is unclear, consult http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/studentinfo/index.htm
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE
(readings to be done before class)

WEEK 1

Monday, January 14: Introduction to class

Wednesday, January 16: Introduction to sociological theory and methods
Reading: Bell, Chapter 1, Chapter 8

Friday, January 18: Introduction to sociology and environmental sociology, continued
WEEK 2

Monday, January 21: NO CLASS

Wednesday, January 23: Social construction 

Reading King and McCarthy, Chapter 20

Friday, January 25: Social construction and historical constructions of nature and contemporary environmental issues-mountaintop removal, the spotted owl, and others
Reading: King and McCarthy, Chapter 2, Chapter 10 

WEEK 3

Monday, January 28: Social construction and the environment continued
Reading: Scarce: “What Do Wolves Mean?”

Wednesday, January 30: Social construction and the sociology of power
Friday, February 1: Logics of environmental domination and concern
Reading: Bell, Chapter 6, Chapter 7
WEEK 4

Monday, February 4: Capitalism and the environment introduction

Reading: Lovins, et al.: Natural Capitalism
Wednesday, February 6: Global capitalism and consumption
Reading: Bell, Chapter 2; Shiva and Holla-Bhar
Friday, February 8: PAPER 1 DUE; Environmental issues and consumption continued
Readings: Ritzer; Bell, Chapter 3 (selected pages)
WEEK 5

Monday, February 11: Consumption and the environment continued
Wednesday, February 13: The material and ideological history of suburbanization

Reading: Kahn
Friday, February 15: History and the environment, continued
WEEK 6

Monday, February 18: Perception, mass media, and the environment

Reading: Greider and Garkovich
Wednesday, February 20: Perception, mass media, and the environment continued

Reading: King and McCarthy, Chapter 19
Friday, February 22: Perception, mass media, and the environment continued
WEEK 7

Monday February 25: The policy process, environmental policy, and science

Reading: Sunstein
Wednesday, February 27: Policy, decision making, science, and the environment

Friday, February 29: Policy continued
WEEK 8

Monday, March 3: History and overview of the “environmental movement”, and some contemporary “offshoots”
Reading: King and McCarthy, Chapter 7

Wednesday, March 5: Social change and social movements
Film: Rize

Friday, March 7: MIDTERM EXAM

WEEK 9

Monday, March 10: The body and pollution
Reading: Bell, Chapter 5

Wednesday, March 12: The population debate

Reading: Ehrlich; Bell, Chapter 4

Friday. March 14: PAPER TOPIC DUE; Population and inequality
WEEK 10

Monday, March 17: PAPER 2 DUE; Environmental justice
Reading: Massey and Denton
Wednesday, March 19: Environmental justice continued
Friday, March 21: Guest speaker: Susan Strife on the environmental perceptions and education of youth 
WEEK 11

Monday, March 24 through Friday, March 28: SPRING BREAK
WEEK 12

Monday, March 31: The sociology of disasters, risk, and democracy
Reading: Bell, Chapter 9

Wednesday, April 2: PAPER OUTLINE DUE; Disasters risk, and democracy continued
Film: “When The Levees Broke: A Requiem In Four Acts” 
Friday, April 4: Disasters, risk, and democracy continued
WEEK 13

Monday, April 7: Food production, corporations, and the environment
Reading: Heffernan; Film: “Mad Cowboy”

Wednesday, April 9: Food continued

Reading: Pollan
Friday, April 11: PAPER ROUGH DRAFT DUE; Animals, humans, and the environment:

Guest speaker: Colter Ellis on animal selfhood and the gender politics food
WEEK 14

Monday, April 14: War, natural resources, and the environmental impacts of war
Reading: Kuletz
Wednesday, April 16: War, natural resources, and the environmental impacts of war
Film: “Vieques: Worth Every Little Bit of Struggle”

Friday, April 18: Renewable energy
WEEK 15

Monday, April 21: Climate change 
Film: “An Inconvenient Truth”

Reading: Lomborg

Wednesday, April 23: Climate change and renewable energy continued
Friday, April 25: FINAL PAPER DUE; Future of environmental issues and environmentalism Reading: Bell, Chapter 10; “The Death of Environmentalism”
WEEK 16

Monday, April 28: Future of environmental issues and environmentalism continued

Wednesday, April 30: Course wrap-up and review
Friday, May 2: POSITION LETTER DUE; Course review

FINAL EXAM: Saturday, May 3rd, 1:30p. Location: TBA
