SOCY 4131—SPECIAL TOPICS—THE SOCIOLOGY OF CULTURE

Spring 2008, University of Colorado-Boulder , HUMN 1B80, TR 3:30-4:45 PM

Professor Isaac Reed, Office Hours: Ketchum 207A, Thursday 9AM-11 AM

Course Description

The study of symbols and meaning in society. What is culture, who does it belong to, and how does explain what people do—how and why do they vote, work, and go to the movies? Analysis of sports and masculinity; dieting and the body; the conflict between work and family; scientific knowledge and religious belief; the American public sphere and democracy. 
Course Policies 

1. All cell phones off, no sleeping, talking, or reading the newspaper (or anything else distracting). Participation in such behavior will result in being asked to leave class.
2. No laptops in class, unless you have a documented disability that requires you to use one. 

NOTE: If you have a disability that requires special accommodations, contact me about this during the first two weeks of the semester. Further information can be obtained from the Office of Disability Services, 492-8671; <www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices>

3. You are responsible for material covered in class even if you weren’t there; get the notes from one of your colleagues. 

4. If you miss a quiz, there’s no making it up—you get a zero. 

NOTE: Material covered in class and material in the readings are not exactly the same; you may be asked questions on the exams concerning ideas discussed in class, as well as questions on the reading.

Grading:
QUIZZES will constitute one third of your grade. There will be one almost every Tuesday, which will cover the reading due that Tuesday, and the reading due the previous Thursday. These quizzes are designed to reward keeping up with the reading. If you do the required readings in a timely fashion, the quizzes will be very, very easy. If you do not, it will hurt your grade significantly.
EXAM 1 will constitute one third of your grade, and the FINAL EXAM will constitute one third of your grade. Each of these exams will have a mixture of multiple choice, short answer, and long answer questions. The exams will be based on the readings, and on classroom lectures and discussion.

CLASSROOM PARTICIPATION through intelligent and respectful contributions to discussion may cause me to add to your grade in a significant way at the end of the semester. This is a judgment call made by the professor and it is not quantifiable. 

ATTENDANCE POLICY: You will be required to sign an attendance sheet every class session. Signing some else’s name for him or her, or having someone else sign your name, is a violation of the honor code. Missed classes affect your grade according to the following table; the reductions are made to your final grade out of 100.

0-2 absences: no reduction

3-4 absences: minus 5 points

5-6 absences: minus 10 points

7-8 absences: minus 15 points

9-10 absence: minus 20 points

11+ absences: minus 25 points
COURSE SCHEDULE
All Readings are required. These books are available at the CU bookstore:

Jeffrey C. Alexander, The Civil Sphere. Oxford University Press. 2006.

Mary Blair-Loy, Competing Devotions. Harvard University Press. 2005. 

Thomas Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. 3rd Edition. 1996.  

Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. Dover Value Editions. 2003. 

All other readings are available online through CULearn.
Week 1 What is Cultural Sociology? 
Tuesday January 15—No reading, introduction to the class

Thursday January 17—Clifford  Geertz, “Notes on the Balinese Cockfight”

Week 2 Signification and Suspicion
Tuesday January 22—Marcel Danesi, “Cigarettes and High Heels: The Universe of Signs.” Pp. 1-21 in Of Cigarettes, High Heels, and Other Interesting Things: An Introduction to Semiotics. St. Martin’s Press. 1999.  

Thursday January 24—Karl Marx, The German Ideology, selections.  From Robert Tucker, ed. The Marx-Engels Reader. 2nd Edition. W.W. Norton 1978.
Week 3 Popular Culture and Myth

Tuesday January 29--Roland Barthes, “The World of Wrestling,” From Roland Barthes, Mythologies. Hill and Wang. 1972. 

Thursday January 31—Edmund Leach, Culture and Communication, Selections
Week 4: Western Society as Culture I
Tuesday February 5— Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Author’s Introduction and Part 1 (pp. 13-92 in dover edition)
Thursday February 7— Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Part II (pp. 95-183 in Dover edition)
 Week 5: Western Society as Culture II
Tuesday February 12— Marshall Sahlins, Culture and Practical Reason, selections.
Tuesday February 14— Robert Darnton, “Workers Revolt: The Great Cat Massacre of the Rue Saint-Severin” in Rethinking Popular Culture, 
Week 6: Culture and the Body 
Tuesday February 19—Pierre Bourdieu, “Sport and Social Class,” Rethinking Popular Culture, pp. 357-373.

Thursday February 21— Gail Bederman, “Remaking Manhood through Race and Civilization,” pp. 1-44 in Manliness and Civilization: Gender and Race in the United States 1880-1917

Week 7: Culture and the Body 
Tuesday February 26: Jeffrey Lane, Under the Boards, pp. 37-61 

ALSO for Thursday February 21--WATCH ON YOUTUBE: “Allen Iverson: Practice!” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGDBR2L5kzI
Thursday February 28: Susan Bordo, “Anorexia Nervosa: Psychopathology as the Crystallization of Culture”

Week 8 Culture and the Body
Tuesday, March 4:  Susan Bordo, “The Body and the Reproduction of Femininity,”
Thursday, March 6:  Susan Bordo, “Reading the Slender Body,” 

Week 9: 

Tuesday March 11, EXAM 1
Thursday March 13: NO CLASS
Week 10: Gender, Culture, and Work
Tuesday March 18, Mary Blair-Loy, Competing Devotions, pp. 1-90
Thursday March 20 Mary Blair-Loy, Competing Devotions, pp. 115-142, 172-202
SPRING BREAK

Week 11: Culture and Science
Tuesday April 1, Stephen Shapin, The Scientific Revolution, pp. 1-46
Thursday April 2, Thomas Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, 1-51
Week 12:  
Tuesday April 8, Thomas Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, pp. 53-91
Thursday April 10 Thomas Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, pp. 92-143
Week 13: Culture and Democracy
Tuesday April 15 Thomas Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, pp. 144-173
Thursday April 17 Jeffrey Alexander, The Civil Sphere, Introduction, Chapters 1, 3
Week 14: Culture and Democracy
Tuesday April 22 Jeffrey Alexander, The Civil Sphere, Chapters 4, 5, 6


Tuesday April 24 Jeffrey Alexander, The Civil Sphere, Chapters 9, 10
Week 15:Cultural Sociology, Conclusion
Tuesday April 29 Jeffrey Alexander, The Civil Sphere, Chapters 11, 12, 13, 14
Thursday May 1 Summary/Exam Review

