Introduction to Sociology, SOCY 1001-001

CLRE 207, M/W/Fr, 8—8:50 

Fall 2008

Bryce Merrill, Instructor

John.Merrill@Colorado.Edu

303.429.6427 

Office Location and Hours: M/W, 9—10:15 and by appointment

Ketchum 35

Syllabus

Course Overview:

This course offers an introduction to the discipline of Sociology. Sociology is many different things to many different people. Literally, sociology is the science of society. 

The literal definition of sociology suggests that there is an array of sociological subjects to study, ranging from sports to science, emotions to environments, and almost everything in between. The consensus among sociologist is this: sociology is the scholarly practice of connecting personal matters with public issues. C. Wright Mills referred to this as the sociological imagination or, as he put it, the ability to envision the intersections of personal biography with social history. In this class, we will begin to explore how and why sociologists practice using the sociological imagination. Ultimately, my hope is that you will begin to cultivate and employ your own sociological imagination.

Objectives:

· to introduce students to the ways sociologists study society.

· to introduce students to the many ways social worlds are viewed by sociologists.

· to explore the roles social institutions and ideologies play in shaping individual lives.

· to reveal how personal identities are publicly created and maintained.

· to examine the existence and perpetuation of social inequalities.

· to critique the categories of race, class, gender, and sexuality.

· to encourage students to use sociological perspectives to make sense of their own lives.

Readings: Available at the campus bookstore:

1. Course Text: Sociology Matters (paperback version) 3rd Ed. by Richard T. Schaefer.

2. Course Text: Seeing Ourselves: Classic, Contemporary, and Cross-Cultural Readings in Sociology, 7th Ed. By John J. Macionis and Nijole V. Benokraitis.

Evaluations:

All assignments are to be handed in during class time.  I DO NOT accept emailed assignments. There are NO make-up exams.

3 Exams 
100 Points Each
200 points total

Final Exam (Cumulative)
100 Points
100 points

Attendance
7 checks/5 points per check
25 points total (you may miss two without being penalized. Students with perfect attendance will be rewarded.)

5 Random Reading Quizzes
20 points each assignment
100 points total

Essay Assignment (handout to explain assignment)
100 points


100 points 











Total: 525 points

Note: If you are more than FIVE MINUTES late coming to class, you may not sign up for attendance, take a quiz or exam, or turn in an assignment without approved (medical/legal) documentation. Students may not leave class early unless in case of emergency

Behavioral Expectations:

All students are required to follow the University’s classroom behavior policy, which can be found at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html. In addition, the University’s honor code applies to all assignments and exams:

On my honor as a University of Colorado at Boulder student, I have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance on this work.

The following behavioral expectations also apply:

· Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and are grounds for failure in this course.

· Cellular phones must be turned off during class time, unless your profession requires you leave it on. In that case, please notify me before class.

· Students may not arrive late for class nor may they leave early, unless in case of emergency. In that case, I’ll need written verification of the emergency.

· Because sociologists often study “sensitive” subjects (such as racism, sexism, delinquency, and so on), it is extremely important to be respectful of each other when discussing these matters. Diverse opinions, even controversial ones, are welcome; incivility toward each other will not be tolerated.

· Side Conversations WILL NOT be tolerated. The first time a student is asked to discontinue a side conversation will result in a warning. The second time will result in the student being permanently moved. The third and any subsequent time throughout the semester will result in dismissal from class. DISMISSED STUDENTS ARE SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR MISSED MATERIAL.

· Students MAY NOT pack up early. Class will be dismissed at the scheduled time, unless otherwise instructed.

· Any behavior that is determined by me to disturb the class will not be allowed.

Disabilities Accommodation Letter:

Students with documented disabilities, including non-visible disabilities such as chronic diseases, learning disabilities, head injury, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, or psychiatric disabilities should see me within the first two weeks of class to discuss possible reasonable accommodations. For more information, consult the Office of Disability Services.

Religious Observances:

Students who have conflicts between religious observance dates and tests or assignments should contact me at least two weeks before the relevant date to make appropriate arrangements.

Tentative Schedule

(Changes will be announced in class)

8.25
Introductions
Syllabus

8.27
What is Sociology?
Schaefer 1-6, Macionis and Benokraitis (M & B) 6-9



8.29
The Sociological Imagination
 M & B 1-5

9.1
Labor Day
No Class

9.3
Envisioning Society
Schaefer 6-13

9.5
Envisoning Society
M & B 10-13

9.8
Major Theoretical Perspectives
Schaefer 13-17

9.10
Application: Theory
M & B 138-142

9.12
Application: Theory
Film

9.15
Functionalism
Schaefer 14; M & B 40-41

9.17
Functionalism
M & B 154-156

9.19
Conflict Theory
Schaefer 15

9.22
Conflict Theory
M & B 55-62

9.24
Sociological Research
Schaefer 21-30

9.26
Symbolic Interaction
M & B 35-39

9.29
Symbolic Interaction
Schaefer 18

10.1
Test 1 Review


10.3
TEST 1


10.6
Culture
Schaefer 36-41

10.8
Culture
Schaefer 41-46

10.10
Culture
Schaefer 47-52

10.13
Socialization
Schaefer 52-58



10.15
Socialization
Schaefer 58-61; M & B 83-94

10.17
Socialization
Schaefer 62-68; M & B 362-367

10.20
Social Interaction 
Schaefer 71-80

10.22
Societies
Schaefer 80-86

10.24
Social Structures
Schaefer 86-93

10.27
Social Control
Schaefer 96-101

10.29
Deviance
Schaefer 102-111

10.31
Crime
Schaefer 112-119

11.3
Application: Socialization and Deviance
M & B 157-169

11.5
Application: Socialization and Deviance


11.7
Review Test 2


11.10
TEST 2


11.12
Stratification
Schaefer 122-132

11.14
Poverty


Schaefer 132-144

11.17
Race and Ethnicity
Schaefer 154-163

11.19
Race and Ethnicity
Schaefer 154-173



11.21
Gender
Schaefer 176-184

11.24
FALL BREAK




11.26
FALL BREAK




11.28
FALL BREAK




12.1
Gender
Schaefer 185-192

12.3
Sexuality
M & B 194-196

12.5
Social Change
Schaefer 283-291

12.8
Social Change


12.10
Cumuluative Review 


12.12
Cumulative Review


12.17
FINAL EXAM
4:30-7pm



