Social Construction of Sexuality

SOCY/WMST 1006 FALL 2008

T.A.:  Katherine Martinez

Office:  Ketchum 35

Office Hours:  Monday 9:00am-10:00am 

and Wednesday 1:00pm-2:00pm

Email:  kmartine@colorado.edu

You are responsible for everything in the registration handbook, this syllabus, recitation syllabus, the text, and material covered in lecture and recitation (this means that if you have missed a class or recitation, you may not ask me what you missed; rather you should ask a class-mate for any missed material).

Religious Holidays


Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to reasonably and fairly deal with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance.  In this class, you should notify me at least two weeks ahead of time to request special accommodation if you have a conflict.  See full details at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html.

Students with Disabilities 


If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit a letter to me from Disability Services in a timely manner (within the first two weeks of class/recitation) so that your needs may be addressed. Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities (Contact:  303-492-8671, Willard 322, www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices).

Course Texts

The Social Construction of Sexuality. 2005. Edited by Matthew C. Brown.

Optional:

The Good Vibrations Guide to Sex. Cathy Winks and Anne Semans. 2002.

This text is a great reference for information about the body, health, communication, and other sexuality information.  I highly recommend this book!

*I have other books and videos that I will recommend throughout the semester.

CLASS PARTICIPATION

Your participation in class is highly encouraged as well as respect for other students with attentive listening and avoidance of hurtful language.

Behavioral Expectations

· Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and will be reported to the appropriate authorities.

· Come to class on time and prepared with notes and any questions from the assigned readings for the week.

· Turn off cell phones before recitation begins and do not text during this time.

· Laptops are not to be used during recitation.

· Keep side conversations to a minimum, as they often prevent other students from hearing and participating in recitation discussion.

RECITATION OBJECTIVES

· Review weekly readings in order to clarify concepts and theories.

· Apply these theories and concepts to “real-world” experiences and events.

· Use the sociological imagination to expand upon social construction of sexuality theories.

· Discuss classroom materials in a smaller and more intimate setting.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A SUCCESSFUL LEARNING EXPERIENCE

· Participate!  Whether this means sharing personal stories or active listening, the more you participate, the more you will learn in this class.

· Complete ALL readings PRIOR to the week they are assigned.  This will allow you to participate in discussion more readily. 

· Take notes on the readings and keep any questions about these readings in a separate notebook for discussion in recitation.

· Take a few minutes to visit with me after class or in office hours so that I can place a face with a name.

· Read and follow instructions carefully.  If these instructions confuse you, see myself or the professor immediately.

· Ask for assistance when you need it.

Evaluation Components

Three Exams: Three 50-question multiple-choice exams will be given during the semester.  Each exam is worth 50 points.

Group Presentation: A final group presentation will be given at the end of the semester.  You will be put into groups in lecture and are encouraged to rely upon group members for missed class notes and study partners.  This presentation will be 15 minutes long and be worth 50 points.

Utopian Vision Paper: A three page paper based on class themes presenting your vision of a sexual utopia.   This paper will be worth 25 points.  No late papers will be accepted.

Recitation: This semester you may earn 100 points in your recitation from 10 pop-quizzes.  Each quiz consists of 5 questions related to the readings assigned for the week and may include questions covering previous weeks reading assignments.  It is for this reason that you must complete the reading assignments PRIOR to the week they are assigned.  

*Please keep all graded assignments until the end of the semester.



