SOCY 3001 – CLASSICAL THEORY

Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:00-9:50 AM

Classroom Location: EDUC 220

Professor: 

Dr. Isaac Reed




Office Location: Ketchum 217A




Isaac.Reed@colorado.edu

Office Hours: 

Wednesdays, 11:00-12:30 and by appointment

Teaching Assistant:
Jenn Roark, MSW




Office Location: Ketchum 414




Jennifer.Roark@colorado.edu 

Office Hours: 

Mondays, 10:00-11:30, Wednesdays, 11:00-12:00, and by appointment

This course examines the major works of modern social thought. We will discuss: The origins of western capitalism and the advent of a market society; the division of labor in modern societies, philosophical debates on the nature of the social and the status of collective facts, race and the transformation of American society, culture and its relationship to social structure, the relationship between social and political theory, the role of ideas in history, and how to read theoretical texts critically. When you finish the course, you should feel comfortable using the major concepts and frameworks of social theory as you proceed with your sociology major. 

Honor Code

All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this policy may include: cheating, plagiarism, aid of academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and threatening behavior. All incidents of academic misconduct shall be reported to the Honor Code Council and those students who are found to be in violation of the academic integrity policy will be subject to both academic sanctions from the faculty member involved and non-academic sanctions given by the Honor Code Council (including but not limited to university probation, suspension, or expulsion). Please refer to www.colorado.edu/honorcode to view the specific guidelines. 

Students with Disabilities

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability please submit a letter to me from Disability Services in a timely manner so that your needs may be addressed. Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities (303-492-8671, Willard 322, www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices).

Evaluation:

Attendance and Participation.

NOTE: Attendance at recitation is required.  Missing a recitation carries the same penalty as missing a lecture. Attendance and participation are an integral part to understanding the texts and achieving the course goals.  Missing class can negatively affect your grade and it is strongly recommended that you attend every class.  You must be on time for each class and prepared to discuss the material.  Attendance will be taken at every class (including recitations).  Students will not get credit for coming to class more than ten minutes late or leaving class more than ten minutes early. 

Absences will affect your grade in the following way:  

0-3 absences—no change to final grade

4-6 absences—loss of a one third of a letter (i.e. B+ becomes a B)

6-9 absences—loss of two thirds of a letter grade (i.e. B+ becomes a B-)

10-12 absences—loss of a letter grad (i.e. B+ becomes a C+)

More than 12 absences: professor’s discretion about what happens to your grade.

Reading Responses-15%

There are 6 reading responses due throughout the semester. They should be 1 page single spaced or 2 pages double spaced. They are due at the beginning of lecture; late responses will NOT be accepted under ANY circumstances. The papers will be graded on a scale of 1 to 10. The paper with the lowest grade will be dropped.

Midterm Exam—40% 

The midterm has an in-class part that is multiple choice, and a take home part that is short and/or medium answer questions.

Final Exam—45%

The final exam has the same structure as the midterm, but it is a little longer and the take home part is due the day of the exam. 

Required Texts

Marx, Karl and Friedrich Engels. The Communist Manifesto: A Modern Edition(with introduction by Howsbawm).

Weber, Max. The Protestant Ethic and Spirit of Capitalism.

DuBois, W.E.B. The Souls of Black Folk.

All other readings will be made available through CU Learn. 

Course Schedule

Monday August 25 –Introductory Lecture and Discussion: Tradition and Modernity

Wednesday August 27 –Historical Materialism

Monday September 1—NO CLASS; LABOR DAY 

Wednesday September 3— Modernity: Alienation and Revolution

READING DUE: Communist Manifesto, pp. 31-50

Monday September 8— The Appropriation of Surplus Value

READING DUE: Communist Manifesto, pp. 50-77

Wednesday September 10—The Fetish of the Commodity

RESPONSE PAPER 1 DUE: Marx

Monday September 15— Women between Nature and Culture

READING: Charlotte Perkins Gilman, The Man-Made World, chapters 1 & 2

RESPONSE PAPER 2 DUE: Gilman

Wednesday September 17--The Advent of the Market Society

READING: Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation, pp. 45-80

Monday September 22—Society defends itself

READING: Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation, pp. 136-186

Wednesday September 24—Summary: Marx, Gilman, Polanyi 

RESPONSE PAPER 3 DUE: Polanyi

Monday September 29—VIDEO—Is Wal-Mart Good for America?

Wednesday October 1— VIDEO—Is Wal-Mart Good for America?

Monday October 6— Social Facts and Collective Conscience

READING: Emile Durkheim, The Rules of Sociological Method, pp. 50-59

Wednesday October 8—Solidarity

Monday October 13—The Social Origins of Religion

READING Emile Durkheim, “Introduction” and “Chapter 1” in The Elementary Forms of Religious Life, pp. 3-46

Wednesday October 15--Sacred and Profane in Modern Society

Monday October 20—What holds a society together?

READING: Emile Durkheim, “Chapter 7” in The Elementary Forms of Religious Life, pp. 153-182

Wednesday October 22—Review: Marx through Durkheim

RESPONSE PAPER 4 DUE: Durkheim

Monday October 27—MIDTERM EXAM—Part I

Wednesday October 29—No Class

Monday November 3—Double Consciousness 

READING W.E.B. DuBois, The Souls of Black Folk, Chapters 1 & 2

Wednesday November 5—VIDEO—“W.E.B. Du Bois: A Biography in Four Voices”

Monday November 10—VIDEO—“W.E.B. Du Bois: A Biography in Four Voices”

READING W.E.B. DuBois, The Souls of Black Folk, Chapters 8 & 9

Wednesday November 12—Race and American Modernity

RESPONSE PAPER 5 DUE: Du Bois

Monday November 17 Science and Modernity

READING: Max Weber, “Science as Vociation,” selections 

Wednesday November 19 Legitimate Domination 

Monday November 24 –NO CLASS FALL BREAK/THANKSGIVING

Wednesday November 26—NO CLASS FALL BREAK/THANKSGIVING

Monday December 1—Origins of Occidental Capitalism I

READING: Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, pp. 31-78

Wednesday December 3—Origins of Occidental Capitalism II

READING: Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, pp. 79-154

Monday December 8—Weber’s theories of modern society 

READING: Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, pp. 155-184

Wednesday December 10—Exam Review

RESPONSE PAPER 6 DUE: Weber

Saturday December 13—1:30-4:00 PM—FINAL EXAM*

*Subject to change. Room to be announced as CU Final Exam schedule is finalized.

