Sociology 4004

Media, Politics and Crime

Fall 2008

Tuesday and Thursday 3:30-4:45

Hale 270

Professor Tim Wadsworth

Office: Ketchum 206A

Phone: 735-0172

Email: tim.wadsworth@colorado.edu

Office Hours: Tuesday 11:00-12:00, Thursday 12:30-1:30, and by appointment.

Course Description

This course examines the relationships between the media, crime, criminal justice, and politics. Few would argue with the claim that the media influences our thoughts and actions, and critics have long condemned various forms of media for encouraging violence and antisocial behavior. Less attention has been given to how the media influences our understandings of crime, and as a result, our ideas about how we as a society should respond to such behavior. Drawing on contemporary research in the field, as well as our own analysis of newspapers, magazines, television shows, internet content, and feature films, we will explore the complex processes by which crime, politics, and the media are related.

Course Readings

There are no books for the course. All of the required readings can be downloaded from the library’s electronic reserve website: http://libraries.colorado.edu/search/p 

I recommend that you download the readings listed on the syllabus in advance in case technical difficulties arise the night before you are responsible for having them read.

Course Requirements

Reading: Completion of the reading is absolutely critical to your success in the class and your final grade will depend greatly upon you having read, thought about, taken tests and quizzes on, and written about the readings. The readings should be done before the class for which they are listed in the course calendar.

Exams: There will be an in-class midterm exam (worth 150 points) and a take-home final exam (worth 250 points).

Reading Quizzes: There will be 7 short pop quizzes on the reading material. They will be given at the beginning of class. I will count your best 5 (worth a total of 200 pts – 40 pts each). If you miss them due to absence or tardiness, these quizzes cannot be made up.

Papers: There will be 2 paper assignments. They are each worth 200 pts. The assignments will be handed out at least one week before they are due. I will not accept late papers. 

In-Class Writing: I will regularly ask students to write short papers in class or as part of your homework. The intention of these assignments is to give you an opportunity to quickly express your thoughts or questions on a specific topic. 

Attendance: Attendance is strongly encouraged. I do not teach this class out of a textbook. The readings serve to supplement the lectures and facilitate class discussion. They are not an adequate substitution for coming to class. In order to succeed in this class, you need to be here. To encourage your attendance I will add 25 points to your final grade if you miss no more than 1 quiz or in-class writing assignment. To discourage your absence, I am setting the limit of missed quizzes or writing assignments at 4. If you miss more than 4 you will fail the class. If you are absent, please do not email me to ask what you missed—make a friend in class and borrow their notes. If you have questions after reviewing the material, feel free to ask me for further clarification.

Work that is missed cannot be made up.

 The only times I will accept late papers, give make-up exams, or not count absences is when you provide me with written documentation of a death in your family, a medical emergency, a court date, a religious conflict, or your participation in a university-supported activity in which you are obligated to participate. Such documentation must be provided within one week of your absence. Quizzes can never be made up.

Your final grade is based on a summation of the points you have earned throughout the semester. It is calculated as such:

Points


Grade

1000.930             A

929.900 A-

899.880 B+

879.830 B

829.800 B-

799.780 C+

779.730 C

729.700 C-

699.600 D

Below 600

F

Final Comments on Grading: I do not grade on a curve. Your final grade will reflect your success in demonstrating your knowledge of the material, and will not be influenced by others’ abilities. To do well in this class, most of you will need to work hard and apply sustained effort over the course of the semester. That said, working hard does not guarantee an “A”— your final grade is based on the points you have earned throughout the semester. If you find that you are not doing as well as you would like in the course please come talk to me as soon as possible. There will be no extra-credit at the end of the semester to boost up low grades.

I spend a good deal of time reading and evaluating your work. My intention is for the tests, quizzes, and assignments to be learning experiences. I will not discuss or address “complaints” about grades you have received until at least 24 hours after I have handed back your work. If, after 24 hours, you would like to discuss specific concerns please come to my office hours or make an appointment to see me at another time. I do not discuss individual grades in the classroom.

Policy Issues

Class Etiquette: There are a few guidelines that will make the classroom environment more conducive to learning about, discussing, and debating the issues at hand.

1. Please make all possible efforts to come to class on time. Coming in late is a disturbance to your classmates and to me. If for any reason you need to leave early, please let me know at the beginning of class.

2. Please do not interrupt others or talk when they are speaking.

3. Please turn the power off and put away all cell phones, pagers, etc. There was a time in the not-so-distant past when these technologies did not exist. We all survived. If I see you checking messages, text messaging, or doing anything else that involves your phone I will ask you to leave. If you are awaiting an emergency call, please talk to me before class.

4. Sleeping, private conversations, reading for other courses or leisure, doing cross-word puzzles, etc, are not conducive to learning and are disrespectful to your instructor and to the other students wishing to listen and learn. Please refrain from such behaviors.

5. I do not permit laptops in class as the temptation to check email, surf the web, etc, is just too great for most of us. If a disability requires you to use a laptop to take notes, please provide documentation as soon as possible.

6. Pay attention and actively participate in class. If you are uninterested in what we are doing, please do not take this class.

Academic Dishonesty: Cheating and plagiarism are both violations of the student code and will be treated with utmost seriousness. Evidence of either of these behaviors will result in an automatic failure in the course and the matter will be turned over to university officials. To be clear, plagiarism refers to using the work, ideas, or knowledge of other people as your own. It includes all forms of exam or quiz cheating, using other people’s work, copying all or sections of papers from the web, and “borrowing” (without citing) from published sources. Please do not give me ANY reason to suspect this type of behavior. If you are unclear about the rules regarding plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, or collaboration, please consult me. You are also required to adhere to the University Honor Code which you can find at http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/
Special Needs: If you qualify for accommodations due to disability please let me know during the first two weeks of the semester. It is your responsibility to contact Disability Services and obtain documentation. The Disability Services Office is in Willard 322 and can be contacted at (303) 492-8671 or through http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices.

Course Calendar

(This is a tentative calendar. As with all else in life, it is subject to change. Any significant changes will be announced in class. Students are responsible for these announcements whether they are in class or not.)

Date
Topic
Readings and Assignments

Aug 26
Introduction


Aug 28
What is the media?
R: New Media Monopoly – Chapter 1

Sept 2 
What is the media?
R: New Media Monopoly – Chapter 2

Sept 4
Social Constructionism
R: New Media Monopoly – Chapter 4

Sept 9
The Media and Crime Connection
R: Surette- Chapter 2

Sept 11
Media Effects 
R: Transmission of Aggression Through Imitation

Sept 16
Media Effects
R: Violent Attitudes and Deferred Academic Aspirations

R: Influence of Misogynous Rap Music

Sept 18
Media Effects 
R: The Effect of Country Music on Suicide

R: The Heavy Metal Subculture and Suicide

Sept 23
Media Effects
R: Mass-Media Effects on Violent Behavior

A: Assignment 1 distributed

Sept 25
Media Effects


Sept 30
Terrorism and the Media
R: Mass-Mediated Terrorism – Chapter 2

Oct 2
Media Constructions of Crime
R: Surette – Pages 58-69

R: Mass Media and Crime Waves

Oct 7
Moral Panics
R: Crime Waves as Ideology

A: Assignment 1 Due

Oct 9
Moral Panics 
R: Constructing Crime - Enter Moral Panic

Oct 14
Moral Panics
R: Gang Rites, Aids, and Unprotected Sex

R:The Gang Initiation Rite

Oct 16
Catch Up and Review


Oct 21
Mid-Term Exam


Oct 23
Who are the Criminals?
R: Shots in the Mirror – Chapter 2

Oct 28
Who are the Criminals?
R: Fear and Loathing on Reality Television

Oct 30
Cops, Courts, and Media
R: “COPS”: Television Policing as Policing Reality

Nov 4
Cops, Courts, and Media
R: Shots in the Mirror – Chapter 3

A: Assignment 2 Distributed





Nov 6
Media Trials
R: Tabloid Justice Chapters 1 and 2

Nov 11
Why do we believe and what are

the consequences?
R: Jimmy’s World

R: Dominant Ideology and Drugs in the Media

Nov 13
The Media, Politics, and Crime

 Connection  


R: Breaking News

Nov 18
The Media, Politics, and Crime

 Connection  
R: Crime Waves and Public Policy

A: Assignment 2 Due

Nov 20
Crime and the Political Platform 
R: Washington, 1988 



Nov 25
Thanksgiving Break
R: Watch the movie, “Wag the Dog”

Nov 27
Thanksgiving Break


Dec 2
Politics
R: The Crack Attack



Dec 4
Politics
R: All the News that’s Fit to Print

Dec 9
Politics
R: Introduction to Invisible Justice

R:When Constitutional Rights Seem Too Extravagant to

    Endure.

A: Distribute Take-Home Final

Dec 11

Dec 15            T
Concluding Remarks

Take Home Final Due by Noon


R: Surette – Chapter 8

