Social Construction of Sexuality – SOCY 1006-030

Recitation Syllabus – Fall 2009

*This syllabus is intended as a supplement to Professor Brown’s course syllabus. Please review his syllabus carefully for expected classroom behavior and other important information.



Teaching Assistant: Tamara Williams
 
Contact info: Tamara.Williams@colorado.edu
Office Hours: 
M 12-2 pm


Location: Ketchum 35



W 10- 10:45 am

Recitation times and locations:

Section 011: Wednesday 9:00-9:50am (CLRE 301)

Section 012: Wednesday 8:00-8:50am (DUAN G2B41)

Section 013: Wednesday 1:00-1:50pm (CLRE 301)

Overview: This course is designed to supplement SOCY 1006 lecture material. My responsibility as the recitation instructor is to provide greater clarity to the issues and/or material that is presented in the larger lecture classes, as well as to help you make sense of the assigned readings. My overarching objective is to help cultivate your sociological imagination, mainly by providing real-life applicability to the material we cover in class. Keeping with this aim, I will endeavor to tailor our class (1) to help you better understand the content of what is covered in class and (2) to have the material make sense in your everyday lives.

EVALUATION (Repeated from Course Syllabus, with comments)

Exams: Three 50-question multiple-choice exams will be given during the semester.  Each exam is worth 50 points.  Rescheduling an exam will incur a five-point (10%) deduction from your original exam score, so plan accordingly.
Group Presentation: A final group presentation will be given at the end of the semester.  You will be put into groups in lecture and are encouraged to rely upon group members for missed class notes and study partners.  This presentation will be 15 minutes long and be worth 50 points.  Attendance is mandatory during all presentations.  For every presentation day missed you will incur a three-point deduction from your individual group score.
Recitation Participation: This semester you may earn 50 points in your recitation. Points are based on six (6) unannounced 10-point quizzes throughout the semester. I will take your five (5) best scores from the semester, which means one “free” missed quiz/absence. Quizzes cannot be made up.
Sexual Utopia Paper: A four-page paper based on class themes presenting your vision of a sexual utopia.   This paper will be worth 50 points.  No late papers will be accepted, and I do not accept emailed work.
Point Distribution:

Tests


150



Recitation

  50



Utopia


  50



Group Presentation
  50
 

Total


 300


Save all graded work for this course.  If you do not have the original graded copy of you work, you can not challenge your final course grade at the end of the semester.
I encourage you all to be active participants in your learning experience. This means that within my schedule (because I am a student as well), I have an open door policy. Please feel free to discuss issues, questions, or problems with me AS THEY ARISE. It is very difficult to be flexible and fair to the rest of the class AFTER an issue.

Attendance: The nature of this class makes attendance crucial, for your own learning as well as other students’. Remember, this class has a reputation for being extremely challenging. Although I will not take formal attendance in recitation (unless tardiness becomes an issue), you are responsible for all material covered in both lecture and recitation, and as the syllabus for lecture states, group presentation days are MANDATORY.

Class etiquette: Recitations are intimate spaces, and it is extremely easy to accidentally distract others. For that reason, I prefer that during recitation, all cell phones and laptops are put away. If there is a compelling reason for having a laptop, please let me know and I will make case-by-case decisions.

Sensitivity: We will cover a number of potentially sensitive subject areas throughout this course, and while I encourage everyone to think independently and critically, we have to maintain a courteous and respectful classroom environment. Remember that we critique ideas and not people. I want to reiterate that when it comes to sexuality, I want you to feel free and comfortable. If speaking up in class is a problem, you are free to email me with questions and concerns, or submit anonymous comments in my office in Ketchum 35 (slide under the door or place on my desk). Just make sure you indicate your recitation number on anything you submit.

I answer all emails once daily, so please allow at least 24 hours to receive a response, and I take weekends off. If you have a pressing question regarding an assignment, allow at least 48 hours before it is due to make an appointment or send me an email. Lack of planning is no excuse for late work.

Finally, Dr. Brown and I have worked hard to provide most of the information you need for this class online. I reserve the right to ignore all emails with questions that can be answered by the syllabus, writing guidelines, or some other resource we put on CULearn. 

Schedule: Make sure that you stay current with the readings listed on Professor Brown’s syllabus (available on CULearn). The readings are to be completed before you come to recitation.

Important Dates: 
Sept. 2: 
Course Agreement Due (you will be dropped otherwise!)
Sept. 30:
Test 1

Oct. 28:

Test 2

Nov. 30: 
Test 3 

Dec. 12:
Final Group Presentations, 4:30 – 7:00 PM
Disclaimers: Once I hand work back to you, please keep all of it in a folder or a safe place of your choosing. If by chance something happens and you need to dispute a grade, it is your responsibility to provide the work that was graded. This is consistent with University policy.

Grades: I cannot, and will not, give specific grade information to you in any online forum. You must come to me in office hours if you have concerns about specific grades or grading. All information shared online is public information, and grades are very private.

