CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL ISSUES

SOCIOLOGY 2011

FALL 2009
TUESDAY / THURSDAY 11:00 – 12:15
HELLEMS ROOM 201
CONTACTS:


Paul Weissmann


Office – Ketchum, Room 215 A


paul.weissmann@colorado.edu (preferred method to reach me)


Office Hours:  Tuesday and Thursday 10:00 – 10:45




After class as requested




Also upon appointment  


No direct phone– messages can be left at the main number: 303-492-6410


Teaching Assistant:


Tracy Kirkland

Office – Ketchum, Room 414
tracy.kirkland@colorado.edu
Monday 1-3 or by appointment
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course examines issues in today’s society, with a focus on the United States.  It will examine issues in the following broad categories:


Class, race, and gender


Crime and Punishment


Hot topics

The course will focus not only on the issues but on affecting social change.  The course will rely heavily on class participation and grading will reflect that.  This is not a class on what I think, rather I will throw out topics and lead discussions to try to get you to critically think.  We will not only use our own informed opinions, but examine scholarly writings on a variety of topics.

Textbooks:

Don’t be too exited that there are no textbooks listed.  Frequently, what I will do is pass out (or email to you) a series of links to articles or copies of articles to be read prior to class.  These will help in the discussions. 

Additionally, this is a class on contemporary social issues.  To that end, I expect you to read a newspaper or news website and relevant magazines and to listen to news on the radio or watch the news on television.  This will prepare you for the every class discussions on issues of the day.  

Disability Statement:
If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to me documentation from Disability Services by the end of the third week of classes so that your needs are addressed.  Contact: 303-492-8671, Willard 322, and http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices 
Accommodation for Religious Observances:
Please notify me ASAP if you recognize any conflict with test dates, assignment due dates, and/or class attendance that will occur as the result of religious observances.  Notification must be made no later than two weeks prior to the date of conflict so that you and I have time to make other arrangements.  I will do my best to accommodate your religious observance, possibly adjusting an assignment’s due date or the lab attendance requirement for the date missed due to religious reasons.  In the event that a test date conflicts with your religious observance, please notify John or me as soon as possible, since adjusting a test date requires consideration and approval from John.   

Honor Code:
All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution.  All incidents of academic misconduct shall be reported to the Honor Code Council. Students who are found to be in violation of the academic integrity policy will be subject to both academic sanctions from the faculty member and non-academic sanctions (including university probation, suspension, expulsion, etc.).  The Honor Code can be found at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html and http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/
Sexual Harassment Statement:
Any student who believes s/he has been sexually harassed should contact the Office of Sexual Harassment (OSH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550.  Information about the OSH and the campus resources available to assist individuals who believe they have been sexually harassed can be obtained at: http://www.colorado.edu/sexualharassment/
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1.
Every day we will start with a discussion of issues of the day here in Boulder, in Colorado, the United States, and the world.  You will be expected to contribute and participate in these discussions.  We might use CUCLICKER as part of this – for “Pop quizzes” on the readings and as a “poll” on issues and topics.  It is important that you are here and on time every day, as this portion of the class will be worth 20% of your grade.

2.
You will be expected to read and report from two books of your choosing (with my approval) on a contemporary social issue.  The guidelines for your book reviews will be distributed.  If needed, I can help you to find relevant books.  The first book review will be due on Tuesday, October 6.  The second book review will be due on Thursday, November 19.  Each of these reviews will be worth 20% a piece, for a total of 40% of your grade.  BONUS:  add to the daily discussion from a book you are reporting on and earn extra points!

3.
CHOICE!

A.
Work with a group or organization trying to make a social change.  This can be a political campaign, an elected official (not me) or an organization (homeless shelter, food bank, aids project, student group, etc…).  Write a brief report on what they are trying to change and what your role is.

B.
Write a more in depth research paper on a topic of your choice dealing with an historic social change.  Mark Twain once wrote, “If I had more time, I would have written a shorter letter.”  What is important here is not the length of what you write, rather the content and the outside research and analysis.  

C.
Research legislation dealing with social change.  For this choice, you will need to either track a bill in the Colorado Legislature or in the United States Congress that affects a social issue.  Guidelines for this project will be passed out in class.

These will need to be completed by Thursday, December 3.  This part of the class will be worth 30% of your grade.  

4.
Final.  The final for this class is scheduled for Saturday, December 12 at 7:30 pm!  This test will be designed to see if you can make an informed argument and if you’ve been paying attention in class!  It will be worth 10% of your grade.

So, grading will be:


20% class participation 

20% first book review (Due October 6

20% second book review (Due November 19)

30% choice (Due December 3)


10% final (December 12 – 7:30 pm)*
*Final time and format will be up for discussion.

TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE:

NOTE:  While I will try to stick as close to the schedule below it will “drift.”  Changes will be made to accommodate the many guest speakers that we will have and for more in depth discussions on issues of the day.  I will keep everyone informed on any changes.

WEEK ONE:

Tuesday, August  25
Class outline, expectations, and introduction.

Thursday, August 27

What is a social issue?


Theories of what makes a social issue.


Critical Thinking

WEEK TWO:

CLASS, RACE, AND GENDER IN SOCIETY

Tuesday, September 1
Overview of Topics:



Affirmative Action



Affordable Housing



Health Care



Welfare



Education



Gangs



Drugs



Pay equity



**OTHERS**

Thursday, September3

Pay equity and class stratification

WEEK THREE:

Tuesday, September 8

NOTE:  THIS DAY HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS AN OFFICIAL “FURLOUGH DAY” FOR THE STATE OF COLORADO.  MOST STATE GOVERNMENT OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED TODAY.  THE UNIVERSITY HAS NOT INDICATED WHETHER THEY WILL BE FURLOUGHING THEIR EMPLOYEES TODAY (AS OF THE WRITING OF THIS SYLLABUS).  PENDING UNIVERSITY POLICY, THEIR MIGHT NOT BE CLASS THIS DAY.  I WILL ANNOUNCE WHETHER WE HAVE CLASS OR NOT ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD.

Affirmative Action

Thursday, September 10
Affordable Housing

WEEK FOUR:

Tuesday, September 15

Education

Thursday, September 17

Welfare

WEEK FIVE:

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT:

Tuesday, September 22
Who commits Crimes?


      Race factor in punishment?


      Youth vs. Adult crime and punishment

Felonies vs. Misdemeanors


       Arizona Sheriff model

Thursday, September 24
Sin Crimes


WEEK SIX

Tuesday, September 29

Drinking Age
Thursday, October 1

Domestic Violence

Hate Crimes

WEEK SEVEN

Tuesday, October 6

First Book Review Due
Drugs
Thursday, October 8

Open Topic
WEEK EIGHT

“HOT” ISSUES

Tuesday, October 13
Overview of Topics



Abortion



Sexual Preference



Immigration



Environment



Sexual Harassment



Gambling



Death Penalty



More

Thursday, October 15
The Abortion Debate

WEEK NINE

Tuesday, October 20
Sexual Preference


     Same Sex Marriage


     Equal rights

Thursday, October 22
Immigration


       Legal and Illegal


       Jobs overseas

WEEK TEN

Tuesday, October 27
Environment


Energy
Thursday, October 29
Gambling
WEEK ELEVEN

Tuesday, November 3

Election Day


Topics on the campaign

Thursday, November 5

Genetically Modified Foods

PETA
WEEK TWELVE

THE UNITED STATES IN THE WORLD

Tuesday, November 10
Global Warming
Thursday, November 13


Terrorism

“Axis of Evil”

War


G-8


United Nations

WEEK THIRTEEN

Tuesday, November 17
Child Labor / Sweat Shops

Modern Slavery

Thursday – November 19

2ND BOOK REVIEW DUE

Darfur

NO CLASS NOVEMBER 24 OR NOVEMBER 26!  HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

WEEK FOURTEEN

AFFECTING SOCIAL CHANGE

Tuesday, December 1
Social Issues in Campaigns

Thursday, December 3

SECOND BOOK REVIEW DUE


CHOICE PROJECT DUE

Non Profits and Organizations

WEEK FIFTEEN

Tuesday, December 8


Open Topic

Thursday, December 10


Wrap up

Saturday, December 12 


7:30 pm – 10:00 pm


Final*


*Final time and format will be open for discussion

