SOCIOLGOY 2031-003

SOCIAL PROBLEMS

Fall 2009

Instructor:  Courtney McDonald


Email:  courtney.mcdonald@colorado.edu

Days/Times:  MWF 2-2:50



Location:  BESC 185

Office Hours:  MWF 1-1:50



Location:  Ketchum 8

______________________________________________________________________________




Course Overview:

This course is an introduction to the sociological study of social problems.  The main focus of this course will be to determine how various issues become defined as social problems.  We will examine the process of creating social problems by focusing on the actors involved, the intended audiences, the creation and management of emotions, and the consequences of defining some issues as problems and excluding others from this category.  Because we cannot possibly cover every single social problem, our main goal for the class is to develop sociological imaginations that will aid us in critically approaching past, contemporary, and future “social problems.”

These issues are often controversial, and discussing them requires a great deal of maturity.  If you do not feel able to participate in a respectful manner, please do not take this course.  Additionally, it is important to me that we remember social reality should not be separated from the classroom.  Therefore, we will be using both academic and everyday language to talk about social issues.  These words are often considered impolite, or even offensive, yet they are important because this discourse shapes our understandings of groups of people and institutions.  Please keep this in mind; if such language makes you uncomfortable, you might consider taking another class.

______________________________________________________________________________

Course Readings:

Text books are available at CU Bookstore

*Edin, Kathryn and Maria Kefalas.  2005.  Promises I Can Keep:  Why Poor Women Put 

Motherhood Before Marriage.  Berkeley, CA:  University of California, Press.

*Loseke, Donileen R. and Joel Best (Editors).  2003.  Social Problems:  Constructionist 

Readings.  Aldine de Gruyter, Inc.

(Marked as “SPCR” in the reading/class schedule)

*Agustin, Laura Maria.  2007.  Sex at the Margins:  Migration, Labour Markets and the Rescue 

Industry.  Zed Books.

Loseke, Donileen R.  2003.  Thinking About Social Problems, 2nd Edition.  Aldine/Transaction 

Publishers.

(This Reading is Optional)

*Required Texts

**Additional readings will be posted on CULearn.**

Grading:

2 Exams (100 points each)

200 points

Final Exam



150 points

Papers (20 points each)

100 points

Total Points



450 points

Exams*:  You will have two in-class exams each worth 100 points.  Exams may consist of multiple choice questions, short answer questions, open-ended short essays, fill-in-the-blank questions, or a combination of all or some of the above.  I will announce the exact format of each exam a week before the exam date.  You are required to bring a #2 pencil for both exams and you must have your student ID number to take the exams.  

Final Exam*:  Your final exam will take place on Thursday, December 17th from 7:30-10:00 AM, and is worth 150 points.  The final exam may consist of multiple choice questions, short answer questions, open-ended short essays, fill-in-the-blank questions, or a combination of all or some of the above.  I will announce the exact format of the final exam two weeks before the exam date.  You are required to bring a #2 pencil for the final exam and you must have your student ID number to take the final exam.  

*If you must be absent the day of an exam, you must provide me with written (emailed) notification of your absence at least one week before the exam, along with proper documentation proving you cannot attend that day.   If you must miss an exam, you will be required to make up the exam before it is scheduled.  All make-up exams will consist of ten essay questions, so it greatly behooves you to be present on exam day.

Papers:  You will be required to write 5 short papers.  Each paper is worth 20 points, for a total of 100 points.  These papers should be at least two full pages and no longer than 3 pages (not including title and bibliography pages).  You may write up to 6 papers.  If you choose to write 6 papers, I will drop your lowest paper grade.  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, stapled, using Times New Roman font.  You must use and cite lecture and a class reading in every paper.  You must include a title page with your name, the title of your paper, and the date.  You must also include a bibliography page that lists all books, articles, and lecture material used in your paper.  The bibliography page and the in-text citations should be consistent with ASA standards (http://www.calstatela.edu/library/bi/rsalina/asa.styleguide.html).

You will be graded on proper formatting, grammar and spelling, citations and bibliography, content, use of class materials, and critical thinking.  Failure to format papers correctly will result in a much lower grade.  For further assistance, I will post a writing guide on CULearn.  You are required to read the writing guide, and failure to meet the standards set forth in the writing guide will result in a lower grade.

I will post about 8 questions on CULearn, under the folder specified for short papers.  Each paper will have a due date as its title.  You can choose which papers you will complete, but they must be handed in the day they are due.  For example, if a paper is due September 14th, you must hand this paper in on that due date.  If you do not, you cannot complete this assignment and must choose another paper option.  It is your responsibility to make sure you complete 5 papers on time—I will not remind you and their due dates are posted only on CULearn.

Late and/or Emailed Papers will not be accepted for any reason!!

Although the assignments might seem easy at first glance, I require analysis worthy of a college paper.  The first requirement for the assignments is that you have read and understand the writing guide on CULearn (and if you have questions, ask!!).  The second requirement is that you have done all of the readings (and if you don’t understand them, to ask me to explain!!) and to have either attended lecture or borrowed notes from a classmate.  You should then be able to apply class material to the short papers (this means citing lecture and one reading in each paper), meaning that you analyze the topic a social constructionist perspective.  You should use class material throughout the paper—simply sticking in a direct quote from a reading does not fulfill this requirement!!!  

You may appeal your paper grades if you wish.  To do this, you must write (type) a letter explaining why you deserve a higher grade.  This means going through point by point to explain why the grade is unfair.  This does NOT mean that you can more clearly explain your points—if the paper you turned in was too vague for me to understand what you meant, you will not earn more points by explaining what you should have written.  You must turn in this letter and your original assignment within two weeks of me handing the graded assignments back.  If you miss class the day I hand them back, be sure to ask me for them.  The two week period starts the day I hand them back to the entire class, regardless of when you get them from me.  Additionally, please keep in mind that after reevaluating your paper, I reserve the right to lower your original grade.  Therefore, you do not want to appeal a grade unless you have a very clear argument and truly believe the grade was unjust.

Important:  In order to ensure academic integrity, you are required to turn in all of your papers to SafeAssign, a new plagiarism prevention tool available on the course’s CULearn homepage.  Before you hand in any assignment, you must first submit an electronic copy on SafeAssign.  Then you must turn in a hardcopy to me.  Papers that have not been submitted to SafeAssign before they are handed in will not be graded!!  To learn more about SafeAssign and for complete instructions, please visit http://www.colorado.edu/its/docs/culearn/facultysupport/safeassign/
Note:  Incorrectly submitting a copy to SafeAssign is not an excuse!!  If the paper is not properly submitted, it will not be graded.  To help you learn how to use SafeAssign, I have created a practice assignment.  It is labeled “Practice Paper” under SafeAssign.  You can submit any material here (including a blank Word document) to ensure you understand how this tool works.

If you submit a paper to SafeAssign, but turn in a different paper (which includes any material that is added to or changed from the electronic copy), I will consider this to be cheating.  You will receive a 0% in the class and will be turned into the Honor Code Council, so please make sure that you submit the correct, complete final draft of each assignment.

______________________________________________________________________________

Please keep all graded exams and papers.  If you are worried about your grade at any time during the semester, I STRONGLY encourage you to meet with me.  Do not wait until the last week of class to discuss your grade, as it will be too late to work on improving your grade.  I do not offer extra credit or alternative assignments to make up for low exam or paper grades.  

I expect you to take this class seriously.  You receive the grade you earn.  Do not expect to receive an A or B merely for taking the course; such a high grade requires serious effort.  Again, I am happy to discuss your grade with you; however, do not email me after the final exam and ask me to raise your grade.  If you are in a scholarship program or on academic probation, and need a certain grade in this course, be willing to work for it.  You get the grade you earn, not the grade you need.

______________________________________________________________________________

Class Participation:

You are expected to read each day’s assigned readings before the beginning of class.  Be sure you have enough time to complete the course requirements.  Your knowledge of the reading material will be essential to understanding and engaging with lecture and class discussion.  Please bring in questions you have concerning the readings, as it is likely your fellow students have the same questions.  I expect participation in class discussion to be respectful to others.  This means raising your hand, and refraining from talking over others.  Because topics relating to sex, gender, race/ethnicity, and class are often controversial, remember that we critique ideas, not people.  

Class Rules:

Please arrive on time to class.

Bring your books to class.

Bring paper and a writing utensil with which to take notes.  Notes will NOT be posted online.

You are responsible for all class material, so if you miss a lecture, get notes from a fellow student.  I do not give out our notes.  I encourage you to get to know at least one person from the class with whom to share notes (possible study buddy!!).

You are not allowed to use laptops during class.

All cell phones must be turned off before class.

Refrain from side conversations during class, as they are rude and disruptive. 

Do not leave class early.  If you MUST do so, please notify one of us before class begins and sit next to the door. 

***Students who cannot follow these rules will be asked to leave and may be expelled from the course.***

Special Accommodations:

Religious Observances: If class falls on a religious holiday, you will not be penalized

for missing class. The University of Colorado at Boulder has legal and moral

obligations to accommodate all students who must be absent from classes or miss

scheduled exams in order to observe religious holidays. If you will be absent from class

for a religious observance, please notify me of any scheduling conflicts by the end of the

first full week of class.

Disabilities: If you have specific physical, psychiatric, or learning disabilities

and require accommodations, please provide me with a letter from Disability Services

by the end of the first full week of class. Disability Services is located in Willard 322,

and information is available at www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices.

Student Athletics: If you are on an athletic team and will be missing classes, please

provide me with a letter no later than the end of the first full week of class. It is your

responsibility to look ahead on the syllabus and deal with any conflicts (e.g., scheduled

assignments) prior to the conflicting event.

Honor Code:  All students are expected to adhere to the University of Colorado’s Honor Code, which can be found at: http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/pledge.htm
Cheating in this class will not be tolerated.  If you are caught, you will receive a 0% in the class and will be reported to the Honor Code Council.

______________________________________________________________________________

Tentative Schedule:

All weekly readings should be completed by Monday before lecture.  

Week 1:  Introduction to Sociology

8/24
Syllabus

8/26
Introduction to Sociology; Social Constructionism

8/28
What is a Social Problem?

Week 2:  Social Problem Actors

READINGS:  SPCR Section I and II (Ch 1-8)

8/31
Claims-makers

9/2
Audience Members

9/4
Application to Readings

Week 3: Constructing Conditions

READINGS:  SPCR Section III and IV (Ch 9-16)

9/7  
Labor Day; No Classes

9/9
Constructing Grounds and Diagnostic Frames

9/11  
Constructing Motivational Frames and Logic

Week 4:  Constructing Conditions

READINGS:  On CULearn:  Maratea “The e-Rise and Fall,” Jenness “Social Movement Growth,” Barkan and Cohn “Why Whites Favor…”  

9/14
Social Problem Ownership

9/16
Application to Readings

9/18
Exam #1 

Week 5:  Constructing People

READINGS:  On CULearn:  Davis “Victim Narratives,” Loseke “Wife Abuse,” Pollock et al. “Case of AIDS,” Beyerlein and Sikkink “Sorrow and Solidarity”

9/21
Watch:  Silver Lake Life

9/23
Motivational Frames and Emotion 

9/25  
Constructing Victims and Villains


Week 6:  Constructing Solutions

READINGS:  SPCR Section VII (Ch 25-28)

9/28
Constructing Prognostic Frames

9/30
Government Policy and Cultural Change

10/2
Application to Readings

Week 7:  Social Problems and Everyday Life

READINGS:  On CULearn:  Durfee and Corbett, Fortner et al., and Gibbons

10/5
Claims and Social Change

10/7
Personal and Collective Identities

10/9 
Application to Readings 

Week 8:  Social Problems and Troubled People

READINGS:  Edin and Kefalas (Promises I Can Keep) “Introduction,” Ch 1-3

10/12
Watch:  Bigger, Stronger, Faster

10/14
Troubled Persons Industry

10/16
Encouraging Identity Change

Week 9:  Teenage Pregnancy

READINGS: Edin and Kefalas 4-6 and Conclusion

10/19
Defining the Problem

10/21
Diagnostic and Prognostic Frameworks

10/23
Discussion of Readings

Week 10:  Sex Work

READINGS:  
On CULearn:  Anderson, Andrijasevic, Thompson, Davis, and Hodge and Lietz (These readings will not be on Exam #2)

10/26
Exam #2

10/28
Moral Panics and Crusades

10/30 
Watch:  Born into Brothels

Week 11:  Sexual Tourism and Migration

READINGS:  
Agustin (Sex at the Margins) Ch. 1 -3

11/2
Social Problem of Sex Work

11/4
“Rescuing” Sex Workers

11/6
Discussion of Readings

Week 12:  Rescue Industry

READINGS: 
Agustin Ch. 4-6

11/9
What is the Rescue Industry?

11/11
Problems with the Rescue Industry

11/13
Discussion of Readings

Week 13:  Rescue, Resistance, and Rights

READINGS: 
Agustin Ch. 7; On CULearn:  Ditmore, Munro, and Weitzer

11/16
Counter-Discourses to Rescue Industry

11/18
Establishing Rights Groups

11/20
Discussion of Readings

Week 14:  Fall Break; No Classes

Week 15:  Social Change

READINGS:
SPCR Section V and VI (Ch 17-24)

11/30
Getting Involved

12/2
Being Aware:  Audience Members

12/4
Watch:  Gay Sex in the ‘70s 

Week 16:  Revisiting Social Constructionism

READINGS: SPCR Section VIII (Ch 29-32)

12/7
Objectivist and Constructionist Perspectives

12/9
Lessons Learned

12/11
Application to Readings

Final Exam:  Thursday, December 17th, 7:30-10:00 am
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