Sociology 2044 Recitation

Crime and Society

Fall 2009

Instructor: Tracy Deyell

Office: Ketchum 8

Email: tracy.deyell@colorado.edu

Office Hours:  Tuesday 9:00-10:00, Wednesday 11:00-12:00, and by appointment.

Course Website: CULearn

Course Readings: available at http://libraries.colorado.edu/search/p
Recitations

Recitation

Tuesday      8:00AM – 8:50AM

KTCH

Recitation

Wednesday 8:00AM – 8:50AM

KTCH

Recitation 

Wednesday 10:00AM – 10:50AM

CLE

Overview: 

This class is designed to specifically provide students the chance to discuss and further their knowledge concerning various issues and topics associated with crime and criminal behavior and its relationship to society. It is my responsibility as the Instructor to relay pertinent information and facilitate discussion within the class that will increase the understanding of the specific topics presented in this course. A prerequisite to valuable discussions requires that students be prepared for each class and also be willing to share opinions and thoughts in class. It is my goal as the Instructor to foster a comfortable learning environment where all members of the class can share their thoughts, ideas, and opinions. I ask that we all respect each other’s opinions and feelings in all discussions. If you have an issue with me or another student, you will meet with me, and we will discuss it privately. It is my responsibility to ensure that the environment in this class is conducive to learning; therefore, immature and ignorant attitudes will not be tolerated. 

Requirements:

Reading Quizzes: There will be 7 short pop quizzes on the reading material administered in class and in recitation sections. Your best 5 will be counted (worth a total of 100 pts – 20 pts each). If you miss them, these quizzes cannot be made up.

In-Class Writing: I will regularly ask students to write short papers (approximately one paragraph in length) in class or as part of your homework. The intention of these assignments is to give you an opportunity to quickly express your thoughts or questions on a specific topic. Regular or frequent failure to turn in these very short statements will negatively affect your grade for this class, while turning in all or most of them will positively affect your grade. 

Attendance: Attendance is strongly encouraged. In order to succeed in this class, you need to be here. To encourage your attendance 25 points will be added to your final grade if you miss no more than 1 quiz or in-class/section writing assignment. To discourage your absence, there is a limit of missed quizzes or writing assignments at 4 in either lecture or recitation (in other words, if you miss 2 in recitation and 2 in lecture, you’re at your limit). If you miss more than 4 you will fail the class. If you are absent, please do not email me to ask what you missed—make a friend in class and borrow their notes. If you have questions after reviewing the material, feel free to ask me for further clarification.

Work that is missed cannot be made up.

 The only times I will not count absences is when you provide me with written documentation of a death in your family, a medical emergency, a court date, a religious conflict, or your participation in a university-supported activity in which you are obligated to participate. Such documentation must be provided within one week of your absence. 

Policy Issues

Class Etiquette: There are a few guidelines that will make the classroom environment more conducive to learning about, discussing, and debating the issues at hand.

1. Please make all possible efforts to come to class on time. Coming in late is a disturbance to your classmates and to your instructors. If for any reason you need to leave early, please let us know at the beginning of class.

2. Please do not interrupt others or talk when they are speaking.

3. Please turn the power off on all cell phones, pagers, etc. There was a time in the not-so-distant past when these technologies did not exist. We all survived. If I see you checking messages, text messaging, or doing anything else that involves your phone I will ask you to leave. If you are awaiting an emergency call, please talk to me before class.

4. Sleeping, private conversations, reading for other courses or leisure, doing cross-word puzzles, etc, are not conducive to learning and are disrespectful to your instructor and to the other students wishing to listen and learn. Please refrain from such behaviors.

5. I do not permit laptops in class as the temptation to check email, surf the web, etc, is just too great for most of us. If a disability requires you to use a laptop to take notes, please provide documentation as soon as possible.

6. Pay attention and actively participate in class. If you are uninterested in what we are doing, please do not take this class.

Academic Dishonesty: Cheating and plagiarism are both violations of the student code and will be treated with utmost seriousness. Evidence of either of these behaviors will result in an automatic failure in the course and the matter will be turned over to university officials. To be clear, plagiarism refers to using the work, ideas, or knowledge of other people as your own. It includes all forms of exam or quiz cheating, using other people’s work, copying all or sections of papers from the web, and “borrowing” (without citing) from published sources. Please do not give me ANY reason to suspect this type of behavior. If you are unclear about the rules regarding plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, or collaboration, please consult me. You are also required to adhere to the University Honor Code which you can find at http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/
Special Needs: If you qualify for accommodations due to disability please let me know during the first two weeks of the semester. It is your responsibility to contact Disability Services and obtain documentation. The Disability Services Office is in Willard 322 and can be contacted at (303) 492-8671 or through http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices.

Religious Observances: 

All students who foresee the possibility that the academic requirements of this course may coincide with the practice of their religious observances are encouraged to notify me of any anticipated conflicts as soon as possible. For more information please go to

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html
