S0CY 3141: Social Movements in U.S. Society

Fall, 2008

Meeting time and place: Humanities 1B90, 12:00-12:50

Instructor: Eric Bonds

Email: Eric.Bonds@colorado.edu
Office location and hours: Ketchum 414, Wednesday 2:00-4:00 and by appointment.

If there is no struggle there is no progress. Those who profess to favor freedom and yet depreciate agitation…want crops without plowing up the ground, they want rain without thunder and lightening. They want the ocean without the awful roar of its many waters…. Power concedes nothing without a demand. It never did and it never will.

· Fredric Douglas, Abolitionist, Writer, and Escaped Slave

Description: Social movements—such as the labor movement, the women’s movement, and the civil rights movement—have shaped American history.  This class is an introduction to the sociological study of social movements, which can be—at least initially—described as organizations of people working to effect social change through unconventional or unsanctioned means.  Social movements have also played an important role in American democracy, and as such I consider this class not only an important component of your sociological education, but also to your education in democratic citizenship.

Objectives:

· Students will gain a sense of the dynamics of social movements, exploring for instance why and when social movements mobilize, why they decline, and the logic behind various social movement tactics. 

· Students will understand and apply major concepts and theories from the sociology of social movements.

· Students will consider “how social movements matter,” in other words how they can impact people, policy, and history.

· Students will become familiar with several important social movements in U.S. history.

· Students will consider social movements in relation to widely upheld American values such as freedom, equality, and democracy.

Required Texts:

Meyer, David S. 2006. The Politics of Protest: Social Movements in America. New York: Oxford University Press.

Numerous other selected works posted on E-Reserve (through the library’s Chinook webpage).

Recommended Text:

Golberg, Robert. 1991. Grassroots Resistance: Social Movements in Twentieth Century America. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

Radings:

You are responsible for doing the readings ahead of each class, something that will help you immensely in this and all of your other classes.  

Class Email List:

I will occasionally send out emails to the class based on your university email accounts.  It is your responsibility to check your account regularly.

Class Assessment and Grading:

Tests

You will be tested three times throughout the semester.  The tests will be multiple choice, short answer, and essay.  The third and final test will account for slightly more points in your final grade and will include a comprehensive essay portion.

Personal Connection Paper

	Grade
	Points Needed

	A
	376 and above

	A-
	360-375

	B+
	348-359

	B
	336-348

	B-
	320-335

	C+
	308-319

	C
	296-307

	C-
	280-295

	D+
	268-279

	D
	240-267

	F
	239 and Below


In this paper, you will utilize your sociological imagination by connecting personal biography to history and social structure.  You will conduct research and then write a short paper based on the following choices: (1) an interview with an activist, (2) a reflection of your own involvement in a social movement, (3) a consideration of how the legacy of a social movement makes a difference in your life, (4) a work of historical imagination, in which you envision yourself in the place of an activist in a social movement of your choice.  More information and a rubric will be forthcoming.

Studying Social Movements Paper

For this paper, you will select a social movement (domestic or global, historic or contemporary) and pose a specific question of academic and personal interest to you (for instance, how did the movement come into being? how did the movement strategically frame some aspect of the social world? did state repression impact the movement? etc).  You will attempt to answer this question using class concepts, theories, and outside research.  More information and a grading rubric will be handed out in class.

Two tests







100 pts each

Final test







130 pts

Personal Connection Paper





40 pts

Studying Social Movements Paper




100 pts

Class participation 






30 pts

Total points







400 pts

Late Work and Missed Exams:

All assignments must be submitted on time and in class unless you have been given my permission in advance to turn in an assignment late because of a personal emergency.  If your assignment is not handed in when I collect it in class there will be an automatic full-grade deduction for each class day that it is late (in other words, an A becomes a B).  Emailed papers and papers placed in my mailbox or under my office door will not be accepted.

No make-up tests will be given without a University acceptable reason for missing the scheduled date.  In other words, you will receive an “F.”

Don’t Cheat!:

I’ll say it again: Don’t cheat!  I don’t want to be put in the situation of catching you, and you don’t want to be caught.  All incidents of academic misconduct will be reported to the Honor Code Council and will carry severe penalties.  Information about the honor code and likely penalties can be found at www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html. 

Disability:

If you have any type of disability, as documented by the campus Disability Services Office, please let me know as soon as possible.  Every effort will be made to accommodate your needs.  For more information, please see http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices.

Accommodations for Religious Observances:

Please notify me at least two weeks in advance if any aspect of the class conflicts with your religious observance so accommodations can be made.  For more information, please go to http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html.

Student Athletes:  

If you are on a university athletic team and will be missing classes, please turn in a letter to me by Sept. 4th.  It is your responsibility to look ahead on the syllabus and deal with any conflicts (tests or paper due dates) prior to the conflicting event.

Course Calendar (Subject to Change at the Instructor’s Discretion)

The Structural Context of Social Movements in the U.S.

Monday, August 24th Introducing Ourselves and Introducing the Class

August 26th The American Political/Legal Context


Reading: Meyer: America and Political Protest (7-22).

Aug 28th Labor Movements and Capitalism

Reading: Max and Engels: The Communist Manfesto, part 1. Reading can be retrieved online at: http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/ch01.htm
Monday, Aug 31st Case Study: The Industrial Workers of the World

Reading: Golberg: One Big Union: The Industrial Workers of the World on E-Reserve.

September 2nd An Introduction to the Political Economy of Environmental Movements

Reading: Cole and Foster: A History of the Environmental Justice Movement on E-Reserve.

Sept 4th Case Study: Environmental Justice Movements in Chicago

Reading: Pellow: Garbage Wars: The Struggle for Environmental Justice in Chicago, ch 4 on E-Reserve

Monday, Sept 7th Political/Historic Processes and Opportunities


Reading: Meyer: Why Protest: The Origins of Movements, Opportunities, and Organizations (ch 2)

Sept 9th: Case Study: The Civil Rights Movement


Reading: Goldberg: “We Shall Not be Moved:” The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee on E-Reserve

Sept 11th: Case Study Continued: Understanding the Civil Rights Movement through the Political Process Model


Reading Continued: Goldberg: “We Shall Not be Moved:” The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee on E-Reserve

Monday Sept 14th: Test #1

What do Social Movements do?

Sept 16th: Building Power

Reading: Alinsky: Protest Tactics (From Rules for Radicals) on E-Reserve

Sept 18th: Recruiting Members and Activists


Reading: Meyer: Becoming an Activist (44-54)

Monday, Sept 21st: Recruitment and Collective Identity

Reading: Bernstein: The Strategic Uses of Identity by the Lesbian and Gay Movement on E-Reserve.

Sept 23rd: Movements and Communicative Action I


Reading: Meyer: 87-100

Sept 25th: Movements and Communicative Action II


Reading: Coy, Woehrle, and Maney: “Discursive Legacies: The U.S. Peace Movement and ‘Support the Troops.’” On E-Reserve.

Monday, Sept 28th: Movements and Emotions


Reading: Jasper: The Emotions of Protest. On E-reserve.

Sept 30th: Emotions II

Reading: Bonds: “Strategic Role Taking and Political Struggle: Bearing Witness to the Iraq War.” On E-Reserve.

Oct 2nd: Building and Maintaining Coalitions


Reading: Meyer: 73-79

Monday, Oct 5th: Developing Strategy and Leveraging Power

Reading: Gaus: “Students Against Sweatshops, Round III.” Can be retrieved online at: www.inthesetimes.com/article/2731/students_vs_sweatshops_round_iii/ 

Oct 7th: Civil Disobedience


Reading: Thoreau: From On Civil Disobedience. On E-Reserve



    King: From Letter from a Birmingham Jail. On E-Reserve

Oct 9th: Civil Disobedience II

Reading: Meyer: Civil Disobedience (102-122)

Monday, Oct 12th: Test #2

Social Movements in a (Very!) Complex Society

Oct 14th: Anomics and the Radical Flank


Reading: Meyer: Anomics and the Radical Flank (56-59)

Oct 16th: Anomics and the Radical Flank II


Personal Connection Paper due at beginning of class

Monday, Oct 19th: Social Movement Institutionalization


Reading: Meyer: 123-143

Oct 21st: Direct Democracy and Efforts to Resist Institutionalization

Reading: Finnegan: Affinity Groups and the Movement Against Corporate Globalization. On E-Reserve

Act Up: Consensus Decision Making. Can be retrieved at www.actupny.org/documents/CDdocuments/Consensus.html. 

Oct 23rd: The Tyranny of Structurelessness


Reading: Freeman: “The Tyranny of Structurelessness.” On E-Reserve.

Monday, Oct 26th: Resources and Elite Influence I

Reading: McCarthy and Zald: “Resource Mobilization and Social Movements: A Partial Theory.”

Oct 28st: Resources and Elite Influence II

Reading: Roelofs: Liberal Foundations: Impediments or Supports for Social Change? On E-Reserve.

Oct 30th: Public Relations and “Astroturf” Campaigns


Reading: Rampton and Stauber: Poisoning the Grassroots on E-Reserve

Monday, Nov 2st: Case Study: Is the Mainstream Environmental “Movement” a Social Movement?


Reading: MacDonald: Green Inc.

Nov 4th: Social Movements, Protest, and Public Space

Reading: McCarthy and McPhail: “Places of Protest: The Public Forum in Principle and Practice” On E-Reserve.

Nov 6th: Social Movements and State Repression I

Reading: Mix, Cable, and Shriver: “Social Control and Contested Environmental Illness: The Repression of Ill Nuclear Weapons Workers.” On E-Reserve.

Monday, Nov 9th: Social Movements and State Repression II

Reading: Starr, Fernandez, Amster, Wood, and Caro: “The Impacts of State Surveillance on Political Assembly and Association: A Socio-Legal Analysis” On E-Reserve.

Nov 11th:  Movements Defending Privilege I


Ferber: White Man Falling: Race, Gender, and White Supremacy

Nov 13th: Movements Defending Privilege II


Ferber: White Man Falling: Race, Gender, and White Supremacy

Nov 16th: Movements and Counter-Movements


Reading: Meyer: When Everyone Protests (144-159)

Nov 18th: Study in the Rise and Decline of a Social Movement

Reading: Burns: Sisterhood is Powerful: Liberty and Justice for All? On E-Reserve.

Nov 20th: Study in the Rise and Decline of a Social Movement

Reading: Burns: Sisterhood is Powerful: Liberty and Justice for All? On E-Reserve.

No Class November 23-27th: Thanksgiving Break

Nov 30th: The Decline of the Women’s Movement

Reading: Epstein: “What Happened to the Women’s Movement?” Can be retrieved online at: www.monthlyreview.org/0501epstein.htm. 

Dec 2nd: Persistence and Abeyance

Reading: Erickson-Nepstad: “Persistent Resistance: Commitment and Community in the Plowshares Movement.” On E-Reserve.

Dec 4th: Research and Writing Day – I will be in my office to discuss your work.

Dec 7th: How Social Movements Matter I: Public Policy

Reading: Meyer: The Policy Connection: How Social Movements Matter (162-180)

Dec 9th: How Social Movements Matter II: Personal Biography


Reaing: Loeb: Making Our Lives Count (From Soul of a Citizen). On E-Reserve.


Studying Social Movements Paper Due at Beginning of Class

Wednesday Dec 16th at 4:30: Final Exam

