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I.
Catalogue Description

Scientifically studies criminal behavior with special attention given to development of criminal law and its use to define crime, causes of law violation, and methods used to control criminal behavior.

II.  
Objectives

1.  To foster development of a sociologically informed critical analysis of criminality, in all its forms, and the criminal justice system.


2.  To assist the student in recognizing the distinction between questions of opinion vs. questions where empirical data can be used to generate answers.


3.  To encourage the student in perceiving and demystifying the social forces and powers that influence and shape popular attitudes, beliefs, and ideologies about crime.


4.  The help the student develop her or his thinking, writing, theoretical, and innovative skills.

III. Required Readings

1.
John E. Conklin, Criminology, Tenth Edition. Pearson Education, 2010.  To hold down book expenses, you could probably get away with the 9th edition, but make sure I know it so I can update any important changes.

2.
Sister Helen Prejean, The Death of Innocence.  Random House, 2005.


3. 
University of Colorado Student Honor Code and supporting documents;



<http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode>


4.  
Various materials on reserve in the library, on the web, or to be e-mailed (all 



students must have an active e-mail address and check e-mail regularly).  Students 



should expect to read one or two newspaper articles per week, to be delivered by



e-mail.
IV.  Course Requirements

1.   
Class attendance.  We sum the absences from both lecture and recitation.  The final course grade will be reduced by one notch (e.g., from an "A" to a "A-") for each fourth unexcused absence.  ALL REQUESTS FOR EXCUSED ABSENCES MUST BE SUBMITTED WITHIN ONE WEEK OF THE ABSENCE.  In addition, any student with ten or more unexcused absences will receive a final grade of “F” in the course regardless of scores on the exams.


2.   
Three hourly exams.  The first will be given in class on Thursday September 24, the second in class on Thursday, October 29, and the third will be at the time of the final exam, Tuesday, December 15, 7:30-10:00 p.m. Approximately one-third of the exams will cover lecture and recitation materials, one-third text materials, and one-third will cover both.  

3.
One short (six-page) "Critical Reaction Paper," on the Prejean book, due in class on Thursday, October 16.

VI.  Grading


First Hourly Exam.......................... 
30 percent



Second Hourly Exam...................... 
30 percent



Final Exam ..................................... 
30 percent



Critical Reaction Paper................... 
10 percent

VI.  Special Notes

1.
The University of Colorado's "Student Classroom and Course-Related Behavior Policy" will be enforced in this class; see <www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html>


2.
Any student with a disability who may need special accommodations must see the professor during the first two weeks of the semester.  Further information can be obtained from the Office of Disability Services, 492-8671; <www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices>


3.
Dogs and other pets are not welcome in the classroom.


4.
No e-mailed papers will be accepted.


5.
No extra credit work will be permitted under any circumstances.


6.
Absences will be excused only for medical reasons (with letter from a physician) or documented emergencies, not personal obligations (e.g., weddings, delayed airplane flights, etc.). Students who will need to miss a class or recitation because of religious observances or obligations to intercollegiate athletic teams must make arrangements with Professor Radelet during the first two weeks of the semester. 


7. 
Any violation of the University of Colorado Honor Code (that is, plagiarism or other forms of cheating) will result in an automatic failing grade in the class.

READING LIST SCHEDULE

Week 1 (Aug. 25 & 27): Conklin, Ch. 1 - The Study of Crime

Week 2 (Sept. 1 & 3): Conklin, Ch. 2 - Measuring Crime

Week 3 (Sept. 8 & 10): Conklin, Ch. 3 – Crime and its Costs

Week 4 (Sept. 15 & 17): Conklin, Ch. 4 – Dimensions of Crime 

Week 5 (Sept. 22 & 24): Conklin, Ch. 14 – Deterrence, Incapacitation, Retribution &

Rehabilitation

Exam #1 on 9/24
Week 6 (Sept. 29 and Oct. 1): 

Week 7 (Oct. 6 & 8):  Conklin, Ch. 6 – Social, Cultural & Economic Sources of Crime

Week 8 (Oct. 13 & 15): Conklin, Ch. 7 – Social Control & Commitment to the Law



Critical Reaction paper due 10/15
Week 9 (Oct. 20 & 22): Conklin, Ch. 8 – Learning to Commit Crime

Week 10 (Oct. 27 and 29): Conklin, Ch. 13 – The Criminal Justice System

Exam #2 on 10/29
Week 11 (Nov. 3 & 5): Conklin, Ch. 9 – Opportunities & Facilitating Factors

Week 12 (Nov. 10 and 12): Conklin, Ch. 10 – Criminal Careers
Week 13: (Nov. 17 & 19): Conklin, Ch. 11 – Organization of Criminal Behavior

Week 14 (Nov. 24 & 26): Holiday – no classes

Week 15 (Dec. 1 & 3): Conklin, Ch. 15 – Solving the Crime Problem

Week 16  (Dec. 8 & 10): No assignment

FINAL EXAM (Exam #3): Tuesday, December 15, 7:30 -- 10:00 p.m.

