Sociology 4052: Social Inequalities in Health


Social Inequalities in Health
Sociology 4052
University of Colorado at Boulder, Fall 2009
Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m. in EKLC E1B20, no recitation
Instructor:
Professor Stefanie Mollborn

Office:
Ketchum 210 (2nd floor)  

       
Email:

mollborn@colorado.edu
   
Office hours: Tu/Th 9:30-11 and by appt.

TA: 

Liz Morningstar


Office:
Ketchum 414 (4th floor, west side)

Email:

elizabeth.morningstar@colorado.edu
Office hours: Tu 12:15-2, Th 10-11 and by appt.


This seminar introduces upper-level undergraduates to the interdisciplinary field of social inequalities in health, with a particular focus on sociological contributions to the area. We will examine links between health outcomes and various types of social status, including but not limited to socioeconomic status, gender, race, and ethnicity. We will discuss theoretical explanations for the relationships between these factors and various health outcomes, as well as possible policy solutions. This class focuses on multiple levels of sociological analysis, from physician-patient interactions to health care systems and social structures. We will discuss health inequalities in both the U.S. and various international contexts.
Among the questions we will consider in this course are these: Why do “women get sicker, but men die quicker?” What strategies do families living in extreme poverty in developing countries engage in to ensure the health of their children? Why do people with low socioeconomic status have worse health than their high-status counterparts, even in countries that typically meet all citizens’ health needs? How do genes interact with the social environment to influence individuals’ health? How do unconscious racial stereotypes play out in doctor-patient interactions? How do social networks influence people’s risky health behaviors such as smoking, overeating, and lack of exercise? 
While you are not required to be a sociology major to enroll in this course, all students should enter the class with past experience with social science coursework and a willingness to engage in sociological analysis and critical thinking. We will start with the assumption that social factors, and not just biological ones, influence people’s health outcomes.
Besides giving you a thorough grounding in the study of social disparities in health, this course focuses on building skills that will be useful to students in their future careers. Early in the course we will engage in a class discussion about the skills that will be targeted, but they will include critical thinking, clearly expressing ideas in writing, public speaking, creating effective presentations, evaluating other people’s work, and working cooperatively in small groups.
Because this is an upper-level course designed to develop your research skills, I am open to your proposals for replacing some portions of the course requirements (most likely one or more group projects) with independent research of your own. If you would like to pursue such an option, please see Liz or me early in the course. We will discuss the details together and ask you to write a contract for the assignment you will complete.

Please be aware that some course requirements or assigned readings may change during the semester because this is the first time I have taught this class at the undergraduate level. However, I do not expect the overall workload to increase if changes are made.

Course Structure
The course meets twice a week. Generally, each class will be a mixture of lecture and both large- and small-group discussion encouraged by clicker questions that focus on critical thinking and the application of real-life experiences to sociological ideas. You are encouraged to be on the lookout for real-life examples of the concepts we discuss (in the media, in your everyday interactions, etc.) and to bring these examples to class for us to talk about. We will also have a number of guest speakers who will introduce us to specific research areas in health inequality.
Course Goals

1. To learn about population-level social disparities in health outcomes.

2. To critically assess theoretical explanations for these disparities and possible policy solutions at multiple levels of analysis.

3. To gain in-depth knowledge and research experience in specific topic areas within the broader subject of social disparities in health.

4. To identify ways in which social class, race, ethnicity, age, gender, sexuality and other social forces shape people’s health.

5. To think critically about your own health and the ways in which your social context and personal biography have patterned your health behaviors and outcomes.

6. To conduct original sociological research using various methods that examine health inequalities, and to write and talk about this research in effective ways.

Course Materials
There is one required textbook. I also require that you register an iClicker number online for use in each class. You will not be able to share an iClicker with another student in this class. If you do not already own an iClicker and can not borrow one from a friend who does not have a class at the same time, they are available for purchase at the CU Bookstore.

Text:  
Cockerham, Social Causes of Health and Disease. 2007, paperback. Publisher: Polity/Wiley. ISBN: 9780745635880.

Clicker:
        iClicker (http://www.iclicker.com).  ISBN:  0716779390.

There are also two required chapters of an Institute of Medicine report that you can buy online in PDF format for $2.40 each (see below). All other required readings besides the textbook will be available as PDF files on our course website on CULearn (culearn.colorado.edu). You will need your Identikey/password to log onto CULearn. 
You are responsible for completing all readings before the class for which they are assigned. Keeping up with the readings as they are assigned is a very serious course requirement. Because of the discussion-based nature of this class, it is absolutely essential that you complete the readings for each class. It is more important to me that you really think about the readings than that you skim large quantities of material. Therefore, I have planned a reasonably low-volume reading load for this course. 
Course Requirements
This course requires attendance in class. You will be evaluated on the basis of attendance and completing readings, participation in whole-class and small-group discussions, and individual written work. The workload for this course is designed to be spread out fairly consistently across the semester, rather than focused on a couple of high-pressure weeks. You must do the assigned readings and keep up with your assigned work from day to day.

1) Class participation (5%): You are expected to come to class having completed all assigned readings and work and prepared to discuss this material. Your responses to clicker questions in class will be graded as response/no response and will reflect your attendance. Your participation in whole-class and small-group discussions will also influence your participation grade. You are not required to agree with ideas discussed in this class, but you must understand and think critically about them and be respectful of others in the class.
Attendance policy: You will not be penalized for missing up to 5 classes. These 5 absences need to cover both your excused and unexcused absences except in unusual cases of extended and well-documented illnesses, lengthy jury duty, or similar situations (contact Liz at the time of the issue in these cases). Any absences or forgotten clickers beyond the “free” 5 will lower your overall attendance grade by 1 percentage point of your final grade per additional absence. Ask me if you do not know where you stand on your total number of absences, and I can look it up for you.
2) Reading responses (10%): It is very important that you do the assigned readings for this class on time. Before every class that has an assigned reading, you will turn in a reading response online on CULearn. You will get 5 “free skips” on the reading responses, just as you do on class absences, and these should cover all eventualities (excused and unexcused absences, illness, trips, forgetting to submit, etc.). These reading responses should be about a paragraph (6 sentences) long, and they can either answer a question that we ask or address an issue that is of interest to you. Although our expectations for writing quality are not as high for these responses as for a paper or exam, you need to demonstrate that you have read and thought about each reading assignment and that you can write about it in an insightful you’re your responses should also be proofread to catch misspellings and grammatical errors. These responses are good practice for the short answer questions on the exams. You need to finish each entry before class starts to get full credit, though you can get partial credit for late assignments up to a week after the due date. Each student’s entries will be checked for completeness and you will get feedback on them at 3 points in the semester, so that you can get feedback on your writing early in the semester. Grades will be an average of these checks and will be determined based on the completeness, writing quality, and insightfulness of your responses.
3)  Study guide (5%): Each student will create a brief “study guide” on a specific topic related to social inequalities in health. You will sign up for a topic that will match a broader area that we will be discussing in class (for example, you might sign up to write a study guide on issues in Native American health that will be due on a day when we discuss race and health, or a study guide on social inequalities in condom use when we discuss fertility). You will research the topic using at least five scholarly articles, research briefs, or reputable websites, and then you will write a study guide that summarizes key information for your classmates. The guide should not exceed one single-spaced page of text, not including any pictures or graphs and your list of references. Liz or I can meet with you to help you if you have questions. The study guide will be distributed in class, and everyone will use the study guides as they prepare for exams. *You must meet briefly with Liz in her office hours before your complete this assignment* so she can help you get on the right track. She will have a sign-up sheet for these meetings. Email your study guide to Liz by 10 p.m. the night before it is due *at the latest* so she can photocopy it for the class. International Affairs majors will be asked to prepare a study guide that is related to their region of specialization.
3) Midterm and final exams (40%): Two short-answer and/or essay exams will evaluate your understanding of the course content. The in-class midterm (20% of your final grade) is on Oct. 15 from 11-12:15. The take-home final (20% of your final grade) will be distributed on Dec. 8 and will be due in the Sociology main office on the 2nd floor of Ketchum by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 14 (the exam date set by the registrar is Saturday, Dec. 12 when the office will be locked, so you will get 2 extra days). The final exam will have a set page limit and will focus primarily on material from the second half of the course, but will include some material from the first half as well.

4) Research exercises (40%): For this part of your course grade, you will complete four projects that involve a combination of original research, library research, personal reflection, and small group work. All but one of the projects will have a short paper as an important component that you will write individually. Because you will be conducting sociological research, you will need to pass a short online tutorial on conducting research with human subjects that is required by the university. Students who have completed this tutorial in the past two years do not need to retake it and can simply submit a printout of their certificate of completion. 
Exercise 1 (alcohol observations): For this assignment, you will work with a small group to conduct sociological observations of alcohol-related behaviors among college students. A guest speaker who conducts this kind of research will speak to the class when the assignment is handed out. The next class session will be devoted to small-group meetings to create your plan for observations. You can conduct your observations individually or as a group, and you will be required to take field notes that you share with your group. Each person will individually write a three-page paper analyzing their group’s observations. Your field notes, paper, and a very brief evaluation of group members will be due on Sept. 15.
Exercise 2 (provider/patient interviews): This will be another small-group assignment collecting original sociological data. You will work with your group to conduct interviews with health care providers and/or patients about medical interactions. After our class on provider-patient relationships, the next class will be used for small-group meetings to write your interview guide and plan your project. You can conduct interviews individually or in pairs, and you will be required to take notes and summarize the interview for your group. Each person will individually write a three-page paper analyzing their group’s interviews. Your interview notes and summary, paper, and a very brief evaluation of group members will be due on Oct. 13.
Exercise 3 (health journals/country studies): This assignment will differ for International Affairs majors and all others (though anyone may do the International Affairs option if they like, as long as they talk to us in advance). International Affairs students will choose a country in their region of specialization and write a four-page paper that describes the country’s social context and analyzes its major health problems and sources of social inequalities in health. Sociology majors and other students will write a health journal consisting of two parts. The first part is a two-page journal entry describing your health behaviors and physical and mental health status (of course, it is fine to omit any issues you do not feel comfortable sharing) and how they relate to your past health and current life situation. This part will be written in the first two weeks of the course. The second two-page journal entry will be written in November and will relate your own health to the social categories you belong to, your social network and roles, your interactions with the health care system, and your physical environment. Whichever option you complete, the exercise is due on Nov. 10.
Exercise 4 (advice for raising a healthy child): For this option, you have more choices and have the chance to be more creative. You can choose your group members and group size, or you can work individually. Your group will select a hypothetical child in any country you like and with specific sociodemographic characteristics (gender, social class, ethnicity, etc.). Using any format you like (poster, paper, PowerPoint, etc.), your group will provide advice to the child’s parents, community, and/or country about how best to raise the child to become a healthy adult. You should address multiple causes of social inequalities in health that might impact the child, at multiple levels of analysis (individual, family, social networks, community, country, etc.). Your group will give a short presentation of its work on Dec. 8, when your brief evaluation of other group members will also be due.
Course Policies
1. Getting to class late, sleeping, talking out of turn, reading, using your cell phone or Blackberry for calls or text messaging, or otherwise being distracted and distracting, are not acceptable classroom activities.

2. Because they distract other students, laptop computers are not permitted in class unless you notify me that you have a documented disability requiring their use. My lecture slides will be available on CULearn shortly before each class in case you want to print them out and take notes on them.

3. Please let me know immediately if you have a health problem or disability that necessitates leaving the room during class time, or if you have a conflict that regularly prevents you from getting to class on time.

4. If you miss a class, please get notes from a classmate rather than asking Liz or me for notes (I do not have lecture notes but rely on the PowerPoint slides I will post on CULearn). You are responsible for all information communicated in class, whether or not you are in attendance. In addition, information on scheduling changes, assigned work, and grades will be emailed and/or posted on CULearn.
5. All assignments must be completed on time and handed in as hard copies at the beginning of lecture or recitation on the stated due date. Emailed documents will not be accepted except in extraordinary circumstances. Written work must be spell-checked, grammar-checked, and proofread: The quality of your writing will affect your grade.

6. Except with advance notice of an unavoidable, well-documented conflict, I will not accept assignments if they are turned in late. Please plan your schedule accordingly and allow extra time for unforeseen events. 
7. I will not give incompletes in this course except under extremely unusual, well-documented circumstances.

8. Make-up exams can create unfair situations among students, so they will only be permitted with advance notification and in unavoidable, extreme, and well-documented circumstances.

9. We want you to do well in this class. If you become concerned about your grade, please see me immediately. Do not wait until the end of the semester when you have no more work to complete that can raise your grade. When we return written work to you with a grade, take some time to read our comments. If you have concerns, make an appointment with Liz or me during office hours and bring your specific questions or comments.

Office hours/Getting Help: My office hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30-11 a.m. in Ketchum 210, and Liz has her office hours in Ketchum 414 on Tuesdays from 12:15-2 and Thursdays from 10-11. Students who email us beforehand to set up an appointment will be given priority during office hours, but we are usually available if you drop in. We are happy to talk with you about academic issues that are unrelated to course material, such as deciding whether to major in sociology, writing an honors thesis, graduate school, etc.

Web Page: The course web page is on CULearn, accessed at http://culearn.colorado.edu. Log in at this page and add SOCY 4052 to your list of courses if needed. The syllabus, schedule, handouts, assignments, grades, and other information will be posted on the website. The most recent course information will be available here, as information that is on this syllabus may be changed over the course of the semester. Email updates will be sent out when important material is posted on the website. You must regularly log into CULearn so that this important information can reach you.

Clicker Registration: Your iClicker has a number that needs to be registered online and linked to your student ID for grading purposes. You are required to register your iClicker online at cuconnect.colorado.edu (not at the iClicker website). Clicker-based questions will be recorded to track your attendance beginning on Sept. 1, and your clicker should be registered by Sept. 10 (your clicker responses will be recorded starting Sept. 1 and will be associated with your name even if you register your clicker later).

Classroom Behavior:  Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate

learning environment. Students who fail to adhere to such behavioral standards may be subject to disciplinary measures. Faculty have the professional responsibility to treat all students with understanding, dignity and respect, to guide classroom discussion, and to set reasonable limits on the manner in which they and their students express opinions. Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with differences of race, culture, religion, politics, sexual orientation, gender, gender variance, and nationalities (a major part of this class). Class rosters are provided to the instructor with the student's legal name. I will gladly honor your request to address you by an alternate name or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early in the semester so that I may make appropriate changes to my records. See policies 
at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html and at http://www.colorado.edu/studentaffairs/judicialaffairs/code.html#student_code.

Discrimination and Harassment:  The University of Colorado at Boulder policy on Discrimination and Harassment, the University of Colorado policy on Sexual Harassment and the University of Colorado policy on Amorous Relationships apply to all students, staff and faculty. Any student, staff or faculty member who believes s/he has been the subject of discrimination or harassment based upon race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status should contact the Office of Discrimination and Harassment (ODH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550. Information about the ODH, the above referenced policies and the campus resources available to assist individuals regarding discrimination or harassment can be obtained at http://www.colorado.edu/odh.

Honor code:  All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this policy may include: cheating, plagiarism, aid of academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and threatening behavior.  All incidents of academic misconduct shall be reported to the Honor Code Council (honor@colorado.edu; 303-735-2273). Students who are found to be in violation of the academic integrity policy will be subject to both academic sanctions from the faculty member and non-academic sanctions (including but not limited to university probation, suspension, or expulsion). Other information on the Honor Code can be found at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html  and at http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/. Honor code violations will result in a 0 for the assignment at a minimum and may also result in failing this course, probation, or expulsion. Important note: Because clickers are one basis for evaluation of students’ participation and attendance, using another student’s clicker in class or giving your clicker to another student to use will be treated as an honor code violation.
Religious Holidays:  Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to reasonably and fairly deal with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance. In this class, you should notify me at least two weeks ahead of time to request special accommodation if you have a conflict. See full details at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html.

Students with Disabilities:  If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to me a letter from Disability Services in a timely manner so that your needs be addressed. Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities. Contact: 303-492-8671, Willard 322, and http://www.Colorado.EDU/disabilityservices. If you have a temporary medical condition or injury, see guidelines at http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/go.cgi?select=temporary.html. 

Preliminary Schedule and Readings

Note:
Reading assignments and scheduled items are subject to change. See the schedule on CULearn for updates. Readings are available in the required textbook or through CULearn. You are responsible for completing all readings. Please complete the reading assignment before the listed class. We will grade reading responses on CULearn starting on Sept. 1 for each day that has a reading assignment.
WEEK 1

Aug. 25

Introduction, discussion of skills for future careers, United States and international health contexts
Berkman, Lisa F. 2004. “The health divide.” Contexts 3(4):38-43.

Cockerham chapter 1: The social causation of health and disease (pp. 1-24).
Aug. 27

Sociological perspectives on health, physical health and measurement
IN-CLASS MOVIE: Unnatural Causes, episode 1: In Sickness and in Wealth (56 mins.)
Cockerham chapter 2: Theorizing about health and disease (pp. 25-48).

WEEK 2

Sept. 1

Start posting reading responses before each class that has a reading assigned.



Start bringing your clicker to each class.

Exercise 3 (health journals; country studies for International Affairs majors)

handed out, start completing first part.
Health behaviors
Cockerham chapter 3: Health lifestyles (pp. 49-74).
Sept. 3

Exercise 1 (alcohol observations) handed out and groups assigned
Health behaviors
GUEST SPEAKER: Patrick O’Brien on alcohol-related behaviors in college

Armstrong, Elizabeth A., et al. 2006. “Sexual assault on campus: A multilevel,

integrative approach to party rape.” Social Problems 53(4):483-499.
WEEK 3

Sept. 8

Alcohol observation projects


Groups meet during class time to work on projects


No assigned readings
Sept. 10

Deadline to register iClicker online at cuconnect.colorado.edu.

Mental health and measurement
Beaubouef-Lafontant, Tamara. 2007. “You have to show strength: An exploration of gender, race, and depression.” Gender & Society 21:28-51.
WEEK 4

Sept. 15
Human subjects tutorial completion certificate due at start of class.

Exercise 1 (alcohol observations) due at start of class.

Access to health care in U.S. and international contexts
Hadley, Jack.  2003.  “Sicker and Poorer—The Consequences of Being Uninsured:  A Review of the Research on the Relationship between Health Insurance, Medical Care Use, Health, Work, and Income.”  Medical Care Research and Review 60(3):3S-75S.
Farmer, Paul. 1999. “The consumption of the poor: Tuberculosis in the late twentieth century.” Pp. 185-210 in Infections and Inequalities: The Modern Plagues. Berkeley: University of California Press.
Sept. 17

Socioeconomic status and health
IN-CLASS MOVIE: Unnatural Causes 7: Not Just a Paycheck (29 mins)
Cockerham chapter 4: The power of class (pp. 75-101).
WEEK 5
Sept. 22
Socioeconomic status and health
Cockerham chapter 5: Class and health: Explaining the relationship (pp. 102-124).
Lutfey, Karen and Jeremy Freese. 2005. “Toward some fundamentals of fundamental causality: Socioeconomic status and health in the routine clinic visit for diabetes.” American Journal of Sociology 110(5):1326-1372.
Sept. 24

Race/ethnicity and health
IN-CLASS MOVIE: Unnatural Causes 2: When the Bough Breaks (29 mins)
GUEST SPEAKER: Jeff Dennis on race and weathering
Smedley, Brian D. et al. 2003. Unequal Treatment: Confronting Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Health Care. National Academies Press. pp. 125-159 (“Assessing potential sources of racial and ethnic disparities in care: Patient- and system-level factors”). Purchase online for $2.40 at http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=10260; click Select beside PDF chapters and add Chapter 4 to your cart.
WEEK 6

Sept. 29

Race/ethnicity and health
IN-CLASS MOVIE: Unnatural Causes 4: Bad Sugar (29 mins)
Anderson, Moji, et al. 2009. “Coping with HIV: Caribbean people in the United Kingdom.” Qualitative Health Research 19(8):1060-1075.
Oct. 1

Exercise 2 (provider/patient interviews) handed out and groups assigned

Interactions with the health care system
Smedley, Brian D. et al. 2003. Unequal Treatment: Confronting Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Health Care. National Academies Press. pp. 160-179 (“Assessing potential sources of racial and ethnic disparities in health care: The clinical encounter”). Purchase online for $2.40 at http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=10260; click Select beside PDF chapters and add Chapter 4 to your cart.
WEEK 7

Oct. 6

Provider-patient interactions



Groups meet during class time to work on Exercise 2
No assigned readings
Oct. 8

Gender and health
Cockerham chapter 6: Age, gender, and race/ethnicity as structural variables (pp. 125-148).
Bird, Chloe and Patricia P. Rieker. 1999. “Gender matters: An integrated model for understanding men’s and women’s health.” Social Science & Medicine 48:745-755.
WEEK 8

Oct. 13

Exercise 2 (doctor/patient interviews) due at start of class.

Gender, sexuality, and health
GUEST SPEAKER: Bethany Everett on sexual minority health
Meyer, Ilan H. “Why lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender public health?” American Journal of Public Health 91(6):856-859.
Oct. 15

IN-CLASS MIDTERM 11-12:15
WEEK 9

Oct. 20

Migration and health


IN-CLASS MOVIE: Unnatural Causes 3: Becoming American (29 mins)



Bao, Xiaolan. 2007. “Sweatshops in Sunset Park: A Variation of Late Twentieth

Century Chinese Garment Shops in New York City.” Pp. 379-396 in Gallagher, Charles (ed.), Rethinking the Color Line: Readings in Race and Ethnicity. New York: McGraw Hill.
Oct. 22

Health across the life course
Haas, Steven A. 2006. “Health Selection and the Process of Social Stratification: The Effect of Childhood Health on Socioeconomic Attainment.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 47(4):339-354.


Felitti, Vincent, et al. 1998. “Relationship of Childhood Abuse and Household 
Dysfunction to Many of the Leading Causes of Death in Adults: The Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) Study.” American Journal of Preventive Medicine 14(4): 245-258.
WEEK 10

Oct. 27

Fertility 

GUEST SPEAKER: Laurie Hawkins on contraception and pregnancy

Fields, Jessica. 2005. “’Children Having Children’: Race, Innocence, and Sexuality Education.” Social Problems 52(4):549-571.
Oct. 29

Mortality
GUEST SPEAKER: Justin Denney on suicide disparities



Denney, Justin. “Family and Household Formations and Suicide in the United

States.” Forthcoming in Journal of Marriage and Family.
WEEK 11
Nov. 3

Social networks and health

Cockerham chapter 8: Health and social capital (pp. 167-183).

Hummer, Robert A., et al. 2004. “Religious involvement and adult mortality in the United States : Review and perspective.” Southern Medical Journal 97(12):1223-1230.
Nov. 5

Environments and health

IN-CLASS MOVIE: Unnatural Causes 5: Place Matters (29 mins)

GUEST SPEAKER?: Lori Hunter on environment and health in international contexts

Cockerham chapter 7: Living conditions and neighborhood disadvantage (pp. 149-166).
WEEK 12
Nov. 10

Exercise 3 (health journal; country study for International Affairs majors) due

at start of class.

Health in a comparative context
IN-CLASS MOVIE: Unnatural Causes 6: Collateral Damage (29 mins)

GUEST INSTRUCTOR: Liz Morningstar
Tawfik, Linda and Susan Cotts Watkins. 2007. “Sex in Geneva, sex in Lilongwe and sex in 
Balaka” Social Science and Medicine. 64: 1090-1101


Nov. 12

Extreme deprivation and health


GUEST INSTRUCTOR: Liz Morningstar
Muhuri, Pradip K. and Jane Menken. 1997. “Adverse effects of next birth, gender, and family composition on child survival in rural Bangladesh.” Population Studies 51(3): 279-94.
WEEK 13
Nov. 17

Marginalized populations: Teenage parents
Burton, Linda M. 1990. "Teenage childbearing as an alternative life-course strategy in multigeneration Black families." Human Nature 1:123-143.

Nov. 19

Exercise 4 (advice for raising a healthy child) distributed and groups chosen

Marginalized populations: Homeless and refugees
GUEST SPEAKER: Christie Sennott on homelessness and health
Gelberg, Lilliani, et al. 1997. “Competing Priorities as a Barrier to Medical Care among Homeless Adults in Los Angeles.” American Journal of Public Health 87(2):217-220.
Burnett, Angela and Michael Peel. 2001. “Health needs of asylum seekers and refugees.” British Medical Journal 322.
WEEK 14


NO CLASS: FALL BREAK

WEEK 15
Dec. 1

Advice for raising a healthy child (with different countries and characteristics)
Groups meet during class time to work on projects
No assigned readings
Dec. 3

The process of illness and recovery
GUEST SPEAKER: Carla Parry on illness and recovery
Parry, Carla. 2003. “Embracing uncertainty: An exploration of the experiences of childhood cancer survivors.” Qualitative Health Research 13:227-246.
WEEK 16

Dec. 8

TAKE-HOME FINAL EXAM DISTRIBUTED



Exercise 4 due at start of class

Advice for raising a healthy child in different countries and contexts
Group presentations in class
No assigned readings
Dec. 10

Concluding discussion, final exam review


Cockerham concluding remarks (pp. 184-190).
TAKE-HOME FINAL EXAM DUE BY 4:00 P.M. ON MONDAY, DEC. 14 IN THE SOCIOLOGY MAIN OFFICE (DUE ON THE FINAL EXAM DATE SCHEDULED BY THE REGISTRAR).  NO ELECTRONIC COPIES.
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