SOCY 3001-001 – CLASSICAL SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY

SUMMER 2009

MTWRF 9:00am-12:15pm – CLRE 208



Instructor: Bryan Snyder, M.A. 



Bryan.Snyder@colorado.edu


Office Hours: M and W 12:30 – 2:00p


Location: Ketchum 414

Required texts: 
Antonio, Robert J. (ed.) 2003. Marx and Modernity. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing.

Dubois, W. E. B. [1903] 1994. The Souls of Black Folk. New York: Dover Publications.
Emirbayer, Mustafa. 2003. Emile Durkheim: Sociologist of Modernity. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing.
Weber, Max. [1930] 1992. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. Trans. Talcott Parsons. New York: Harper Collins. 

Please make sure you are familiar with CULearn, as additional readings may be posted here.

Overview: In this course we will read, explore, and discuss the classical foundations of social theory. This is also to say that we will learn a series of assumptions, concepts, and ideas that help to make sense of and critique the social world. Sociology is sometimes understood as an uncovering of the mechanisms through which society is possible, and this course follows suit in that it we will look to how theorists uncovered (1) the workings and tendencies of the capitalist economy, (2) the glue that holds communities and societies together, and (3) the value systems that influence people’s behavior in modern life, to name a few. 
Course Policies: You are responsible for all lecture notes and handouts presented during scheduled class meetings. I reserve the right to make changes to our class schedule. If I decide to change anything on the schedule during class time, you are responsible for all changes announced. Thus, if you miss a class you should contact a classmate to make note of any changes in our schedule. Cell phone use is absolutely not tolerated in this class. Laptop use is for taking class notes only. Any cell phone use and/or usage of laptop computers other than for taking class notes will result in point reduction and/or being asked to leave class. Please be prompt for the beginning of each class period and do not pack up early at its end. This is discourteous to other students, and failure to comply with either of these requests will result in point reduction.

No make-ups will be given, with the exception of unforeseen and emergency circumstances. If you foresee a conflict with any assignments and/or exams you should contact me PRIOR to their scheduled due dates. If you have an emergency, contact me as soon as possible. 

If you require certain accommodations because of a disability, please let me know by Tuesday of week one so that your learning needs may be appropriately met.  You will need to provide documentation from Disability Services (Willard 322 303-492-8671 www.colorado.edu/sacs/disabilityservices). 

If any religious holidays conflict with our schedule please contact me to make the appropriate arrangements. University policy for religious obligations can be found at:  http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html
We (the instructor and students) are expected to adhere to the behavior standards listed in the Rights and Responsibilities Regarding Standards of Conduct.  The specific policy may be found at www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html. Sexual harassment is not tolerated, nor is racism or any form of bigotry.  For more information on maintaining a fair and safe environment and sexual harassment policies and reporting see www.colorado.edu/sexualharassment or call the Office of Sexual harassment at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550.  

Both students and faculty are expected to abide by the University’s honor code.  The specifics can be found at www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode.  Cheating and plagiarizing will result in a failing grade.  Information on what constitutes these behaviors can be found in the honor code document if you have any questions. 

Please keep all returned exams (and other returned work) in the event that you have a grade dispute at the end of the semester.  If your calculation of your grade does not match our records, it is your responsibility to provide proof of graded work.
Participation: In addition to lecture, this class will consists of classroom discussion and small group work. In order to facilitate discussion and small group work it is necessary that you come to class prepared and ready to discuss the topics covered in different class meetings. 

Attendance: You are expected to attend all scheduled classes. You are allowed to miss 1 day without penalty. If you miss more than one day of class your overall course grade will be penalized. Whatever assignments you miss while absent cannot be made up. It is your responsibility to get whatever material you miss while absent. 
Grading: 400 pts total
3 exams: 100 pts each (two in class; one take home)

In-class group work: 50 pts

Group presentation: 50 pts
Schedule:

Day


Topic




Reading



Monday

Intro to Class and Marx

Antonio 1-50

Tuesday

Historical Materialism

Antonio 53-73

Wednesday

Capitalism: Theory and Critique
Antonio 101-19; 153-65; 172-3

Thursday

Globalization, Review, Exam
1
Antonio 175-82

Friday


Intro to Durkheim


Emirbayer 192-216

Monday

Culture and Classification

Emirbayer 83-106

Tuesday

Collective Emotions and Rituals
Emirbayer 107-38

Wednesday

Intro to Weber



Weber 13-21; Ch 1

Thursday

Spirit of Capitalism


Weber Ch’s 2-3

Friday


Asceticism; provide Exam 2

Weber Ch 5

Monday

NO CLASS: MEMORIAL DAY

Tuesday

Intro to Dubois: The Veil

Dubois v-vi; Ch’s 1, 2, 10

Wednesday

Dubois: On “Progress”

Dubois Ch’s 3, 4, 5

Thursday

Dubois: Critique of Capitalism
Dubois Ch’s 7, 8

Friday


Review; Exam 3

