INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY - SOCY 1001-100

SUMMER 2009

Instructor: Jesse Smith

Email: jesse.m.smith@colorado.edu

Office: Ketchum #8

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 1:30-3:00pm and by appointment

Course Description

This course is designed to survey and explore the major concepts, theories, research methods, and substantive topics within the discipline of sociology.  It provides an overview of the field generally, as well as a sense of the scope of sociological inquiry. 

As the study of society, the discipline of sociology is wide-ranging and diverse in its subject matter. There is however, an underlying coherence in the types of questions it asks and the theoretical background and research methods it employs. The discipline seeks to create systematic information about society and its workings with rigorous standards for making claims. We will begin our tour of sociology by discussing its major theoretical perspectives and research methods. The remainder of the course will cover some of the major substantive topics that sociologists are concerned with, and we will connect these with the theories and methods we learned throughout. 

Course Objectives

This course covers a significant amount of material in a relatively short period of time (five weeks).  As such, you should expect a significant (but manageable) reading load. It is essential that you attend each class having read the assigned material. You should also be prepared to discuss what you have read, and be ready and willing to participate in class activities. This class emphasizes interaction and active learning, so your preparation and participation is necessary in order to make the class a successful learning experience.  In addition to the readings, the work in this class will include three exams, short written response papers, and in-class assignments (all outlined in more detail below).

Required Readings

Text:
Adler, Patricia A., and Peter Adler (2007). Sociological Odyssey: Contemporary Readings in Introductory Sociology (2nd ed.). Thomson Wadsworth: Belmont CA. (Available in the bookstore). 

Supplemental Readings: We will have additional readings that will be available to you through CULearn.

Course Structure and Evaluation

Exams: There will be three exams in this course. Exams are composed of multiple choice questions/matching, true/false questions, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer responses. Exams will be in class on days specified in the schedule below and on CULearn.  There will be no make-up exams. 

Reading Responses: There will be five reading responses. They are due on the dates indicated below. These will typically be two-page typed critical responses to a particular set of readings. I will explain these further in class as they may vary in form or content.

In-Class Assignments: These may be individual assignments or group assignments and will vary in format. I’ll explain them further in class.

Attendance/Participation: We have a lot to accomplish in class in a very short amount of time. Thus, it is important that you attend every class.  As such, you will earn points each class for attendance. If you have some extenuating and legitimate reason for an absence, please let me know in advance if possible. You are responsible for getting all the material and keeping up-to-date on everything. You are also expected to participate in class discussions and assignments. I will assess points accordingly.


Point Breakdown:

	Assignment
	Points
	Percent of Grade

	Exam #1
	75
	15%

	Exam #2
	75
	15%

	Exam #3
	75
	15%

	Reading Responses

5 @ 25 points each
	125
	25%

	In-Class Assignments

4 @ 20 points each
	80
	16%

	Attendance/Participation
	70
	14%

	TOTAL
	500
	100%


**Final grades will be calculated as a percent of the total 500 possible points and are based on the following grade distribution:

	Grade
	Percent
	Points

	A
	94-100
	470-500

	A-
	90-93
	450-469

	B+
	87-89
	435-449

	B
	83-86
	415-434

	B-
	80-82
	400-414

	C+
	77-79
	385-399

	C
	73-76
	365-384

	C-
	70-72
	350-364

	D+
	67-69
	335-349

	D
	63-66
	315-334

	D-
	60-62
	300-314

	F
	59% and below
	299 and below


Course Schedule:

**Note: I reserve the right to make changes to the course schedule (including readings) at any time; although we will try to stick to the schedule as much as possible. It is your responsibility to keep up to date on any changes by attending each class and checking the announcements and schedule on CULearn frequently. 

	Date
	Tentative Topics, Readings, and Assignments.

	WEEK 1
	SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIES AND METHODS

	Monday June 1
	INTRO TO CLASS: policies, expectations etc.

Reading: Syllabus

	Tuesday June 2
	WHAT IS SOCIOLOGY? DEFINITIONS AND PERSPECTIVES/THEORY

Readings: SO p. 1-23         

Babbie “An Idea Whose Time Has Come.”

	Wednesday June 3
	THEORY 

Readings: SO p. 24-33.

	Thursday June 4
	THEORY AND METHODS

Readings: SO p. 34-41.

Sears “Formal Theory.”

Sears “Formal Theory.”Rea   Reading Response #1 due

	Friday June 5
	 METHODS

Readings: SO p. 42-56.

	WEEK 2
	FROM INDIVIDUAL TO SOCIETY

	Monday June 8
	EXAM #1



	Tuesday June 9
	SELF

Readings:

Newman “Supporting Identity Presentation of Self.”

	Wednesday June 10
	CULTURE

Readings: SO p. 57-96.

Sears “Nature and Culture.”

In-Class Assignment #1

	Thursday June 11
	SOCIALIZATION

Readings: SO p. 97-126.

Kilbourne “Socialization and Advertizing.”

Reading Response #2 due

	Friday June 12
	SOCIAL INTERACTION

Readings: SO p. 127-158.

	WEEK 3
	STRUCTURES AND IDENTITIES

	Monday June 15
	DEVIANCE 

Readings: SO p. 159-188.

	Tuesday June 16
	DEVIANCE 

Readings: “If Hitler Asked You to Electrocute a Stranger, Would you? Probably.

In-Class Assignment #2

	Wednesday June 17
	INEQUALITY AND STRATIFICATION  

Readings: SO p. 189-200.

	Thursday June 18
	RACE, CLASS, GENDER

Readings: SO p. 219-240, 261-272, 281-290.

Reading Response #3 due

	Friday June 19
	EXAM #2

	WEEK 4
	SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS

	Monday June 22
	FAMILY

Readings: SO p. 291-305, 316-325.

Cherlin “American Marriage in the 21st Century.”

	Tuesday June 23
	RELIGION

Readings: SO p. 326-331

Bellah “Civil Religion in America.”

	Wednesday June 24
	RELIGION

Readings: SO p. 332-340.

In-Class Assignment #3

	Thursday June 25
	EDUCATION

Readings: SO p. 348-367.

Reading Response #4 due

	Friday June 26
	

	WEEK 5
	SOCIAL CHANGE AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS

	Monday June 29
	BUREAUCRACY

Readings: SO p. 403-422

	Tuesday June 30
	TRADITIONAL AND NEW FORMS

Readings: SO p. 423-431.

“Greenwashing of America.”

In-Class Assignment #4

	Wednesday July 1
	In-Class Review

Reading Response #5 due

	Thursday July 2
	FINAL EXAM


Behavioral Expectations:

Students are expected to arrive to class on time, with all materials for the day and are not allowed to leave before class has come to an end barring exceptional circumstances. The University has a classroom behavior policy, (see http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html) and students are required to adhere to the behavior standards listed in this policy document and to refrain from disrupting class.

Both students and instructors are expected to abide by the University’s Honor Code, which can be found at the following website: http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/. Cheating and plagiarism are taken very seriously and will result in a failing grade for the course. Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning environment. Students who fail to adhere to such behavioral standards may be subject to disciplinary measures. Faculty have the professional responsibility to treat all students with understanding, dignity and respect, to guide classroom discussion, and to set reasonable limits on the manner in which they and their students express opinions. Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with differences of race, nationalities, culture, religion, politics, sexual orientation, gender, and gender variance (a major part of this class).

Disability Statement:

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit a letter from Disability Services to me within the first four days of class. It is your responsibility to contact Disability Services and arrange for a letter to be provided to you. You can contact Disability Services at: 303-492-8671, Willard 322, www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices

Discrimination and Harassment:

The University of Colorado at Boulder policy on Discrimination and Harassment, the University of

Colorado policy on Sexual Harassment and the University of Colorado policy on Amorous Relationships apply to all students, staff and faculty. Any student, staff or faculty member who believes s/he has been the subject of discrimination or harassment based upon race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status should contact the Office of Discrimination and Harassment (ODH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550. Information about the ODH, the above referenced policies and the campus resources available to assist individuals regarding discrimination or harassment can be obtained at http://www.colorado.edu/odh.

Other Obligations:

Every reasonable effort will be made to fairly deal with students who, because of religious obligations, participation in athletics or other structured activities, have just cause to request assistance coping with conflicts with attendance or assignments. All students to whom this applies must contact me in writing beforehand listing specific obligations and dates within the first two weeks of class. Forgetting to do so is not a valid excuse. No late reading responses, applications, or exams will be given or accepted except in the most extraordinary circumstances.
