SOCY/WMST 1016-100
Sex, Gender, and Society

Summer A, 2009

Instructor:  Courtney McDonald


Email:  courtney.mcdonald@colorado.edu
Days/Times:  MTWRF 11:00-12:35


Location:  RAMY N1B31


June 1-July 2

Office Hours:  MTW 10:00-10:50


Location:  Ketchum 8

______________________________________________________________________________



Course Overview:
This course is an introduction to the sociological study of sex and gender.  Both sex and gender are widely viewed by members of our society as natural products, the results of biology.  These seemingly “natural” gender differences have been used to explain and justify inequality.  We will challenge this essentialist assumption by using the theory of social constructionism to analyze the way in which sex and gender differences are results of social forces, not biological categories.  Additionally, we will be utilizing a feminist perspective to talk about social inequalities.  
Social constructionism posits that discourse, or the language we use to talk about something, creates our social reality.  Therefore, we will consciously use language that reflects our implicit understandings of gender.  In other words, we will talk about men and women, and sexuality, using common, everyday language.  These words are often considered impolite, or even offensive, yet they are important because this discourse shapes our understandings of gender and sexuality.  Please keep this in mind; if such language makes you uncomfortable, you might consider taking another class.
A main goal of this course is to uncover how our ideas about femininity and masculinity are the products of social arrangements.  Many social institutions place men at an advantage over women; however, we will discuss how men, too, can benefit from an understanding of gender as social, not biological (i.e., a social constructionist feminist perspective).  Additionally, we will examine how race, ethnicity, class, sexual identity, age, and other social positions intersect with gender.  The main focus of this class will be white, heterosexual, male privilege and the corresponding disadvantages others face, so please be prepared to take a class that might prompt you to question your basic assumptions of the social world.  These issues are often controversial, and discussing them requires a great deal of maturity.  If you do not feel able to participate in a respectful manner, please do not take this course.
Course Readings:

Text books are available at CU Bookstore

Ferber, Abby L., Kimberly Holcomb, and Tre Wentling.  2009.  Sex, Gender, and Sexuality:  

The New Basics/An Anthology.  

Grading:





Daily Quizzes (20 Total)

200 points
Class Discussion


25 points

Group Presentation


50 points
Final Paper



50 points

Final Exam



50 points
Total Points



375 points

Daily Quizzes:  Each day at the beginning of lecture, you will have a quiz over the assigned readings for that day.  For example, if you are required to read an article for Tuesday’s class, you may be quizzed on this article that Tuesday.  Quizzes may also include previous lecture material, so it is important to attend lecture every day.
 Quizzes may be open-ended essay questions, so you must bring a piece of paper and writing utensil to complete the quizzes, or consist of multiple choice questions.  Essays that are illegible will receive no points, so please write clearly!  Quizzes are worth 10 points each.  Because we have 24 days of class, we may have up to 22 quizzes.  If this is the case, I will drop your two lowest quiz grades.  However, this is not guaranteed (as we may only have 20 quizzes), so do not count on any of your quiz grades being dropped.  Keep in mind that quizzes account for half of your final grade, so be sure to attend lecture and do the readings.
Students arriving to class late (i.e., after the quiz has been given or while other students are taking the quiz) will NOT be allowed to take the quiz. In other words, you must arrive to class on time to take the quiz.   NO EXCEPTIONS!!  You cannot make up the quizzes unless you have provided me with written notification (email) at least one week prior to your absence and have written proof that you must miss class this day.  If an unexpected emergency prevents you from coming to class and you have not had time to email me a week prior, you must bring in written documentation (i.e., a doctor’s note) within two days of your absence.

 Students meeting these requirements must write a two page, formal, academic paper answering a question of my choice as a means of making up the missed quiz.

Class Discussion:  Each student is required to lead one class discussion.  You will be put in pairs to complete this assignment and sign up the first or second day of class.  Once you have signed up, you are NOT allowed to switch the day you will present.  Leading class discussion consists of briefly summarizing and explaining the significance of the required readings for that day.  You are only responsible for the readings assigned that day; however, you should discuss how each reading reflects general class themes.  You are also responsible for encouraging class participation (asking questions of the class or answering questions from the class, class activities, etc.).
During the day of class discussion, I will lecture as usual for the first part of class.  You will then have 20 minutes at the end of class to go over the readings.  If you wish to use Power Point or other media, you are responsible for getting the equipment set up at the beginning of class.  Notify me at least one day beforehand so that I may get the media key.

The members of the pair must work together to complete this assignment.  You should meet before class to discuss how you will be presenting the material.  Both members must speak during the class discussion.  If you are having difficulties meeting with your partner or getting your partner to participate, please notify me immediately so that your grade is not negatively affected.  Each member must turn in a note (one paragraph) of how you met, how you divided up the work, etc on the day of your participation.  This is another chance to notify me if your partner is not participating.    
You will be graded based on the following criteria:

1)  Correctly covering the main points of each assigned article.

2) Creativity and keeping the class engaged.

3)  Working with your partner and handing in the note mentioned above.

Group Presentation:  Because we cannot possibly cover every topic relating to sex and gender in five weeks, you will be put into groups for presentations at the end of the semester to talk about a topic we will not be covering in lecture.  Depending on total enrollment, groups will consist of five to six students.  We will sign up for groups in the first week of the semester.  Once you are placed in a group, you will NOT be allowed to switch to another group.  Topics will also be decided during the first week of class.

Group presentations will take place during the last week of class.  Each group will have 20 minutes to present on its given topic, including five minutes to answer questions from the group.  Groups are not allowed to exceed their given 20 minutes, and presentations that run over will be cut short and group members will lose points.  Quizzes will be given on days that groups present, and the final exam will cover groups’ presentations, so attendance is mandatory.

For the presentation, your group should use class themes to talk about the given topic.  This does NOT mean saying, “Kimmel would say this about this topic…”  Rather, incorporate class lecture and class readings without specifying the given authors.  In other words, pretend your audience has not taken this class and has not done these readings.  The goal for the presentation is to address a topic in a way most people would not.  For example, use social constructionism rather than relying on essentialist categories.
Presentation grades will be given based on:  use of class themes, creativity, language used, effectiveness, and the difference from a “traditional” presentation on this topic.  Every group member will be asked to “grade” the other members of the group on an 0 to 5 scale.  If the majority of group members give an individual a 0, meaning she/he did no work, this individual will be given 0 points for the presentation.  Therefore, it is important to meet and work with your group!!  Additionally, at least one member of each group is required to meet with me during office hours a week before the presentation to discuss the progress/ideas of the group.
Final Paper:  You are required to write a 3-4 page paper on your group topic.  All papers are due June 29th.  In your papers, you should analyze your presentation topic using class themes.  While you may go in many different directions, be sure that you are using class concepts that speak to this topic and that you have a clear argument.  I recommend writing an introductory paragraph in which you summarize what you will be doing in the paper, briefly summarize your topic, analyze with class themes, and end with a summary paragraph.  If you are having trouble deciding what to write about, please come see me. 

  These papers must be 3-4 pages typed, stapled, double spaced, 12-inch Times New Roman font, with 1 inch margins, and reference both lecture and class readings.  You will be graded on proper formatting, grammar and spelling, citations and bibliography, content, use of class materials, and critical thinking.  Failure to format papers correctly will result in a much lower grade.  See the grading rubric on CULearn.  All papers must include a title page, a bibliography page, and in-text citations consistent with ASA standards (http://www.calstatela.edu/library/bi/rsalina/asa.styleguide.html).

For further assistance, I will post a writing guide on CULearn.  You are required to read the writing guide, and failure to meet the standards set forth in the writing guide will result in a lower grade.
Late or emailed papers will NOT be accepted for any reason!!!
I require analysis worthy of a college paper.  The first requirement for the assignment is that you have read and understand the writing guide on CULearn (and if you have questions, ask!!).  The second requirement is that you have done all of the readings (and if you don’t understand them, to ask me to explain!!) and to have either attended lecture or borrowed notes from a classmate.  You should then be able to apply class material to the final paper, meaning that you analyze the topic with a feminist and social constructionist perspective.  You should use class material throughout the paper—simply sticking in a direct quote from a reading does not fulfill this requirement!!!  
You must cite class lecture and at least three class readings in your paper.  You must also cite all outside material you use for your presentation and paper.  Failure to do so will result in a much lower grade.  
Final Exam:  Your final exam will be given on Thursday, July 2nd.  The exam will consist of 50 multiple choice questions, approximately 25 over class readings and 25 over class lecture and student presentations.  You must bring a #2 pencil and your student ID number to take the exam.
This exam will require you to not only know and understand all lectures and readings, but to be able to critically engage with them, as well as apply the concepts to social life.  All questions must be answered on a scantron.  You are required to hand in the actual exam as you hand in your scantron.  Failure to do so will result in a 0% on the exam.  

If you must be absent the day of the exam, you must provide me with written (emailed) notification of your absence at least one week before the exam, along with proper documentation proving you cannot attend that day.   If you must miss an exam, you will be required to make up the exam before it is scheduled.  All make-up exams will consist of ten essay questions, so it greatly behooves you to be present on exam day.
Please keep all graded quizzes and writing assignments.  If you are worried about your grade at any time during the semester, I STRONGLY encourage you to meet with one of us.  Do not wait until the last day of class to discuss your grade, as it will be too late to work on improving your grade.  I do not offer extra credit or alternative assignments to make up for low exam or paper grades.  

I expect you to take this class seriously.  You receive the grade you earn.  Do not expect to receive an A or B merely for taking the course; such a high grade requires serious effort.  If you are in a scholarship program or on academic probation, and need a certain grade in this course, be willing to work for it.  You get the grade you earn, not the grade you need.
Class Participation:
You are expected to read each day’s assigned readings before the beginning of class.  Be sure you have enough time to complete the course requirements.  Your knowledge of the reading material will be essential to understanding and engaging with lecture and class discussion.  Please bring in questions you have concerning the readings, as it is likely your fellow students have the same questions.  I expect participation in class discussion to be respectful to others.  This means raising your hand, and refraining from talking over others.  Because topics relating to sex, gender, race/ethnicity, and class are often controversial, remember that we critique ideas, not people.  

Class Rules:
Please arrive on time to class.

Bring your books to class.

Bring paper and a writing utensil with which to take notes.  Notes will NOT be posted online.

You are responsible for all class material, so if you miss a lecture, get notes from a fellow student.  I do not give out our notes.  I encourage you to get to know at least one person from the class with whom to share notes (possible study buddy!!).

You are not allowed to use laptops during class.

All cell phones must be turned off before class.

Refrain from side conversations during class, as they are rude and disruptive. 

Do not leave class early.  If you MUST do so, please notify one of us before class begins and sit next to the door. 

***Students who cannot follow these rules will be asked to leave and may be expelled from the course.***

Special Accommodations:
Religious Observances: If class falls on a religious holiday, you will not be penalized

for missing class. The University of Colorado at Boulder has legal and moral

obligations to accommodate all students who must be absent from classes or miss

scheduled exams in order to observe religious holidays. If you will be absent from class

for a religious observance, please notify me of any scheduling conflicts by the end of the

first full week of class.

Disabilities: If you have specific physical, psychiatric, or learning disabilities

and require accommodations, please provide me with a letter from Disability Services

by the end of the first full week of class. Disability Services is located in Willard 322,

and information is available at www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices.

Student Athletics: If you are on an athletic team and will be missing classes, please

provide me with a letter no later than the end of the first full week of class. It is your

responsibility to look ahead on the syllabus and deal with any conflicts (e.g., scheduled

assignments) prior to the conflicting event.
Honor Code:  All students are expected to adhere to the University of Colorado’s Honor Code, which can be found at: http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/pledge.htm
Cheating in this class will not be tolerated.  If you are caught, you will receive a 0% in the class and will be reported to the Honor Code Council.
Tentative Schedule:
Week 1:  Introduction to Sociology, Social Construction of Gender
6/1
Introduction to Sociology

6/2
Assumptions of Essentialism


Readings:  West and Zimmerman Ch 4, Martin Ch 22,
6/3
Assumptions of Social Constructionism


Readings:  Yescavage and Alexander Ch 2, Burke Ch 23
6/4
Social Constructionism (Intersex and Transgender Bodies)


Readings:  Peeves Ch 3, Messerschmidt Ch 6, Koenig Ch 17,
6/5
Privilege

Readings:  Skolnik and Anonymous Ch 28, Rochlin Ch 27, Hale Ch 14,  

Week 2:  Social Construction of Sexuality
6/8
Assumptions of Essentialism

Readings:  Fausto-Sterling Ch 1 

6/9
Assumptions of Social Constructionism

Readings:  Cahn Ch 31, Boykin Ch 32
6/10
History of Sexualities

Readings:  Somerville Ch 26, Devor Ch 46
6/11
Cultural Script for Hegemonic Masculine Sexuality

Readings:  Feinberg Ch 49
6/12
Cultural Script for Hegemonic Feminine Sexuality

Readings:  Navarro Ch 19, Blackledge 25
Week 3:  Privilege and Structural Inequality
6/15
Formal Labor

Readings:  Ferber Ch 10, Lorber Ch 47
6/16
Invisible Labor

Readings:  Albanesi Ch 8, Cohen Ch 45, Joyce Ch 44
6/17
The Body

Readings:  Collins Ch 9, Davis Ch 29
6/18
Dirty Words Day
6/19 
Watch Wrestling with Manhood
Week 4:  Violence (Sexual Assault, IPA, and Hate Crimes)

6/22
Sexual Assault

Readings:  Smith Ch 34, Kupers Ch 35, 

6/23
Intimate Partner Abuse

Readings:  Shange “With No Immediate Cause,” Kimmel Ch 5
6/24
Hate Crimes

Readings:  Perry Ch 37, Wentling Ch 24
6/25
Watch Licensed to Kill
6/26
Violence
Week 5:  Group Presentations

6/29
Group Presentations

6/30
Group Presentations

7/1
Conclusion/Review for Exam

7/2
Final Exam
6

