Sociology/Women’s Studies 1016-200

Sex, Gender and Society 
Summer Session B

MTWRF 12:45-2:20

Hale 230
Instructor: Kristina Kahl

Office: Ketchum 414 (the very top of Ketchum on the west side)

Office Hours: Tuesdays  2:30-4:30pm and by appointment

Email: Kristina.Kahl@colorado.edu

Course Description

This course is an introduction to the sociological study of sex and gender. This course will offer insight into the many ways gender as a social system affects all of our lives. The sociological study of gender recognizes that gender and gender roles are socially constructed and not fixed, biologically determined categories. We will focus on how gender organizes the lives of women and men. This course will also provide an understanding of the integral role gender plays in the structure of U.S. society. Furthermore, we will also address the complexities of how race, class, and sexuality affect the way gender is experienced.  

Films

We will be watching multiple films throughout the semester. These films are primary texts for the course, which means you are required to view them. If you are absent on the day a film is shown it is your responsibility to locate and watch the film outside of class. I have structured the course to include in-depth discussions of the films; therefore; it is also your responsibility to obtain the content of our class discussion following the film. 

Warning!!

This class can really push people’s buttons! I suggest that we are so used to thinking about sex and gender in a certain way that to consider these issues critically risks turning our world view on its head. That is, we feel like the rug just got pulled out from under us and we are not sure how or where to stand in relation to all this new information. To be clear, this class starts with the premise that there are inequalities, and it is our job as students and citizens to critically analyze how societal structures and our own behaviors contribute to the construction of gender privilege and gender oppression. 

Required Texts

All readings are posted on CULearn. 

If you encounter any problems accessing CULearn, please let me know early in the semester so you don’t fall behind.  We all know the internet is sometimes uncooperative—servers occasionally crash and internet connections sometimes fail.  However, these events are not legitimate excuses for failure to complete the readings.  I suggest you print all of the readings assigned for the course at the beginning of the semester in order to avoid these pitfalls later on.  

Attendance

I will not take attendance in this course. However, I believe that regular class attendance is imperative to your learning experience.  I do not make my lecture notes available to students outside of class, so regularly attending class will ensure that you have the material you need to be successful in this course.

Participation

Participation (in its many forms) is also critical to your class experience. You will be expected to attend class prepared to discuss readings and other course material. You will be evaluated on your ability to learn and apply the sociological concepts in this course.  I expect all students to participate in discussion.  If you are uncomfortable speaking in large groups, consider regularly attending my office hours or sending me e-mails with your thoughts and ideas about the assigned readings.

Class Expectations 

· Please respect your instructor and your fellow classmates. We will be discussing sensitive and divisive topics, and at times disagreement may arise. I expect students to remain civil and to work together to create an open and comfortable environment for everyone. I will not tolerate any insensitive or offensive remarks or behavior.  

· Please arrive to class on time and prepared. If you need to leave early, please let me know before class begins and sit near the door.  

· Bring your books/articles as well as your notes to lecture.

· Be prepared to turn in your assignments at the beginning of class. 

· You are responsible for all material covered in class. If you miss class, you are responsible for getting assignments and notes from a classmate. 

· Cell phones must be turned off during the class period, unless I have given you permission to have them in vibrate mode.

· You may not photograph me, or use audio or video recording devices of any kind (including cellular phones) during class, without my express prior written permission. 

· Please do not pack your things or leave before class ends. 

· Laptops are not allowed in classroom. Laptops are distracting. Please take notes the old-fashioned way. 

· Please be familiar with the University Honor Code, www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode, and the University’s Policy on Classroom Behavior, www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html. 

Disability Statement

If you qualify for accommodations due to disability, please let me know during the first two weeks of the semester. It is your responsibility to contact Disability Services and obtain documentation. The Disability Services Office is in Willard 322 and can be contacted at (303) 492-8671 or through http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices. 

Other Obligations

Please let the me know in writing, at least two weeks in advance of any religious observances and/or athletic obligations that will conflict with assignment due dates so that I can make accommodations. 

Assignments and Grades

There are 500 points possible in this course.

Exam 1                                         75 points

Exam II                                       100 points

Reading Responses (12)             120 points

Presentation                                  75 points

Final Paper                                  130 points

Grading Standards
Here are the standards for earning a percentage or letter grade on any assignment in this course:

	Letter Grade
	Percentage

Grade
	Description

	A
	90-100
	Exceeds all required elements of an assignment, and the quality of the work is considerably greater than what was required.  The quality of the work is above the class average and impressive to the evaluator.

	B
	80-89
	Meets all required elements of an assignment, and the quality of the work is better than both what is required and the class average.

	C
	70-79
	Meets all required elements of an assignment, no more, no less.  Quality of assignment is satisfactory for college level work.

	D
	60-69
	Fails to meet all required elements of an assignment, and/or the quality of the assignment is less than satisfactory.

	F
	Less than 59
	Only meets some of the required elements of an assignment, and/or the quality of the assignment is considerably less than satisfactory.  At this level, points are only given if some elements of the assignment are met.  Students are not guaranteed 50% for simply turning an assignment in.

	Zero
	0
	Fails to meet any of the required elements of an assignment, and/or the quality of the assignment is well below basic standards of writing, comprehension, and/or ability to follow instructions; assignment is late or incomplete; assignment is not turned in at all; assignment shows signs of plagiarism or other forms of academic dishonesty.  If the latter is the case, the instructor will file a formal complaint with the Honor Council.  


Exams:  There will be two exams in this course (Exam 1 and Exam II). Both exams will consist of 50 multiple choice questions, and you will have class time to complete. Exam questions will be taken from text chapters, supplemental readings, lecture material, class discussions, and films.  In short, everything class-related is fair game, so be sure to take good notes.  Exams MUST be taken on the day and at the time they are scheduled.

Reading Responses: I will begin class periods by posing an open-ended question (s) that will require you to reflect on some aspect of the readings you have completed for that week. These responses are worth almost a quarter of your grade!! You will be given up to 10 minutes to write a response. I will collect and grade your responses on a scale of 0 to 10, “0” indicating that I cannot tell from your response whether or not you completed the readings, “7” indicating that your response demonstrates that you partially grasp an understanding of the reading question, and a “10” indicates that you answered correctly and also that you thought about them carefully. There will be 12 reading responses that I will be collecting with a possibility of 120 points total. If you miss class or arrive after the responses have been collected, you forfeit the opportunity to complete this assignment.  

Group Presentations: Because we cannot possibly cover every topic relating to sex and gender in five weeks, you will be put into groups for presentations at the end of the semester to talk about a topic we will not be covering in lecture. Depending on total enrollment, groups will consist of four to five students. We will sign up for groups in the first week of the semester. Once you are placed in a group, you will NOT be allowed to switch to another group. Topics will also be decided during the first week of class. Because a major theme of this class includes how and in what ways the media represents sex and gender, you are also expected to include a critical analysis of the relationship between the media and your group topic.


Group presentations will take place during the last week of class. Each group will have 20 minutes to present on its given topic, including five minutes to answer questions from the group. Groups are not allowed to exceed their given 20 minutes, and presentations that run over will be cut short and members will lose points. Attendance is mandatory. You will lose ALL your presentation points if you miss any days designated for group presentations. 


For the presentation, your group should use class themes to talk about the given topic. This does NOT mean saying, “Kimmel would say this about this topic…” Rather, incorporate class lecture and class readings without specifying the given authors. In other words, pretend your audience has not taken this class and has not done these readings. The goal for the presentation is to address a topic in a way most people would not. For example, use social constructionism rather than relying on essentialist categories.


Presentation grades will be given based on: use of class themes, creativity, language used, effectiveness, the difference from a “traditional” presentation of this topic, and the role of the media regarding the topic. Every group member will be asked to “grade” the other members of the group on an 0 to 5 scale. If the majority of the group members give an individual a 0, meaning she/he did no work, this individual will be given 0 points for the presentation. Therefore, it is important to meet and work with your group!! Additionally, at least one member of each group is required to meet with me during office hours a week before the presentation to discuss the progress/ideas of the group. 

Final Paper: You are required to write a 3 page paper on your group topic. ALL papers are due Tuesday Aug 4th. I will NOT accept any late papers. In your papers, you should analyze your presentation topic using class themes. While you may go in many directions, be sure that you are using class concepts that speak to this topic and that you have a clear argument. I recommend writing an introductory paragraph in which you summarize what you will be doing in the paper, briefly summarize your topic, analyze with class themes, and end with a summary paragraph. If you are having trouble deciding what to write about, please come see me. You are required to use at least three readings AND utilize course themes and lecture to demonstrate your understanding of the social phenomenon of gender and the topic you are focusing on in your paper. The paper must have a title page and a reference page (total of 5 pages). PLEASE refer to the “Writing Guide” document posted on CULearn for further writing guidelines. 

Requirements for the paper:

· Proper references and citations are used throughout the paper and a bibliography is included.

· The paper formatting adheres to the writing guidelines as posted on CULearn

· There are minimal spelling, punctuation, and grammar mistakes.

· The paper demonstrates familiarity with, and the ability to consider gender phenomena with a sociological perspective.

· Connections between the particular topic and class concepts are specific and well developed.

· Readings and course material have been incorporated into the paper.

Course Grade

· With few exceptions, no late assignments will be accepted.

· No make-up exams will be made available without written confirmation of a medical emergency or similar emergency situation.

· All assignments must be submitted in class.  I do not accept and will not acknowledge work submitted via email or left under my office door.
· Please adhere to university policies regarding academic honesty.  Any student caught cheating, plagiarizing, or engaging in academically dishonest behavior will automatically receive an F in this class.

Improving your grade: If at any point you become concerned about your grade in this course, I strongly encourage you to schedule an appointment with me so we can talk about strategies for improvement.

Contesting your grade: If you receive a grade that you believe is incorrect or unfair and would like me to reconsider it, you will need to submit 1) your graded assignment and 2) a typed letter explaining why you believe the grade you received does not accurately reflect the quality of your work given the requirements of the assignment and 3) you are responsible for providing all your graded material from the course.  I will inform you of my decision within a week of receiving these items.   Please note that if you ask me to reevaluate your work, your new grade may be lower than the original. 

Course Reading Schedule 

Topics and readings are subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.  Any changes to this schedule will be announced in class and via email.  

Week One 7/7-7/10

T 
Introduction to Sociology


Readings: Syllabus, How to Read an Article (handout), and writing tips (CULearn)

W 
Introduction to Sociology con’t? What is Gender?


Readings: Berger, “Invitation to Sociology.” Bornstein, “Naming all the parts” 

R 
Patriarchy and Oppression


Readings: Johnson, “Patriarchy the System” Frye, “Oppression” McIntosh, “White Privilege

             and Male Privilege”

F 
Feminist Thought/theories


Readings: Lorber, “Standpoint Feminism” Lorber, “Varieties of Feminisms” Baca-Zinn & Dill, 

             “Theorizing Difference from Multiracial Feminism”

Week Two 7/13-7/17

M
Essentialism and Social Construction


Readings: Lorber, “Night to His Day: The Social Construction of Gender” Fausto-Sterling,“The  

             5 sexes”  

T
Essentialism and Social Construction con’t. Film: Paradise Bent 


Readings: Sapolsky, “Testosterone Rules”  Haas, “Who Will Save the Intersexed”  

W
Gender Socialization and Performance


Readings: Pascoe, “Dude You’re a Fag” Martin, “Becoming a Gendered Body: Practices of

             Preschools”  Messner, “Boyhood, Organized Sports, and the Construction of Masculinity” 

R
Gender and Media


Readings: Croteau & Hoynes, “Media and the Social World” Ore, “Media Magic: Making Class

             Invisible” 

F
EXAM 1 (Bring a #2 pencil)
Week Three 7/20-7/24

M
Masculinities and Femininities 


Readings: Brasfield, “Rereading Sex in the City” Soulliere, “Wrestling with Masculinity:

             Messages about Manhood in the WWE” 

T
Masculinities and Femininities con’t


Readings:  Gerschick & Miller, “Coming to Terms: Masculinity and Physical Disability”  

             Pyke, “Class-Based Masculinities: The Interdependence of Gender, Class, and 

             Interpersonal Power” 

W
Masculinities and Femininities con’t Film: Beyond Hip Hop: Back Beat and Rhymes


Readings: Hill Collins, “Booty Call” Kaufman, “The Construction of Masculinity and the 

             Triad of Men’s Violence”

R
Gender and Family


Readings: Gerson, “Dilemmas of Involved Fatherhood” Naples, “Queer Parenting in the New

             Millennium”  Kennelly, “That Single Mother Element: How White Employers Typify Black

             Women”

F
Gender and Bodies


Readings: Roberts, “The Future of Reproductive Choice for Poor Women and Women of Color”

             Martin, “Birth, Race, Class and Resistance”

Week Four 7/27-7/31

M
Gender and Bodies con’t Film: The Business of Being Born


Readings: Thompson, “A Way Outa No Way: Eating Problems among African American,

             Latina, and White Women” Rohlinger, “Cultural Influences on Advertising and Male 

             Objectification” Pitt, “Downlow Mountain?: De/Stigmatizing Bisexuality through Pitying and

             Pejorative Discourses in Media”

T
Gender and Work


Readings: Reskin, “The Realities of Affirmative Action in Employment” Williams, “The Glass

             Escalator: Hidden Advantages for Men in the ‘Female’ Profession”  Crittenden, “Sixty Cents to 

             A Man’s Dollar”

W
Gender and Poverty


Readings: Mink, “ The Lady and the Tramp: Feminist Welfare Politics, Poor Single Mothers, and

             the Challenge of Welfare Justice” Boo, “After Welfare: Working Two Jobs, Elizabeth Jones Does

             her Best For Her Family. But is it Enough?”

R
Catch up/Review

F
EXAM 2 (Bring #2 pencil)

Week 5 8/3-8/7

M
Gender and Social Change


Readings: Aronson, “ Feminists  or ‘PostFeminist’? Young Women’s Attitudes towards

             Feminism and Gender” Johnson, “Unraveling the Gender Knot”  

T
Presentations. Final Paper Due.
W
Presentations

R
Presentations

F
Presentations

