Drugs in U.S. Society

SOCY 2034 – 200

Summer B Term 2009

University of Colorado at Boulder

DUAN G131, Monday – Friday, 2:30 – 4:05 pm 
Instructor: Angel Hoekstra

Angel.Hoekstra@colorado.edu

Office Hours: For 30 minutes after class:

Monday – Thursday, Ketchum 8 (basement floor)

________________________________________________________________________

Course Description: 
 This course provides an introduction to theoretical perspectives in sociology regarding the use and abuse of drugs in American culture.  The use of chemical substances for healing the body or altering subjective consciousness has been practiced in many societies throughout human history.  Contrary to conventional wisdom, the mere use of a drug does not necessarily imply drug abuse.  Instead, the amount or frequency of drug use assumed to constitute “abuse” is socially defined: cultural impressions of use and abuse change over time and vary across human societies.  Further, social costs of the use of legal drugs in America – such as alcohol and nicotine, for example – often surpass the costs incurred by the use of illegal drugs such as marijuana or cocaine.  Yet many still assume that the use of alcohol or tobacco products is “normal” (if unhealthy), while the use of illegal drugs is considered by most to be dangerous or deviant.   

This course is not designed to promote or condemn drug use, but instead strives to find a balance between “Just say NO” and “Just say KNOW.”  We will work to develop a critical perspective for the various ways in which drugs affect people in society.  Also, while this is not a biology class designed to provide a comprehensive overview of specific drug substances, I will sometimes provide background information on specific drugs in order to better inform you about their pharmacological effects (remember: more information = more informed decision making).  Finally, in addition to gaining sociological knowledge about drug use, it is hoped that we will be able to attain a few supplementary goals, such as to form a productive and enjoyable learning community.

Expectations:
   You are responsible for all material presented in class, in the textbooks, and in supplemental readings posted on course reserve.  I will sometimes refer to specific pages from your readings during lecture, so I suggest that you bring the day’s reading materials to class with you whenever you are able to do so.  In class, I will actively work to help us to form a comfortable learning community where all participants can feel connected to the larger group.  

Please be respectful of your fellow classmates and do not disrupt their ability to learn: please do not arrive late, leave early without prior permission from me, talk “off topic” during class, or engage in any other behavior that is distracting or disrespectful to others.  
Also, please remember to turn off your cell phone! (
Attendance:  As this class meets for only five weeks, we will have a lot to do each day.    I believe the best way to ensure a good grade in any course is to read the material before class and attend class regularly.  I want to reward students who demonstrate commitment to the course by reading, attending, and participating in class.  Thus, I include attendance and participation as a component of your course grade.  Attendance will be taken in this course through the use of clicker questions during class. An attendance and participation score will be assessed through your total number of clicker points at the end of the course.  To account for problems with clickers (e.g. left at home), I will drop a small percentage of the total clicker points available “off the top” at the end of the course (e.g. if there are 120 possible points, I will calculate your score out of 100).  

You are permitted one excused absence from this class.  An excused absence is arranged by email, prior to missing class, with me.  To use your excused absence, email me in advance of missing class and I will then email you in return: 1) confirming that your absence was excused and, 2) sending you a copy of the lecture notes that you missed for that day.  When you use your excused absence you will not be penalized for missing clicker questions (I include this in the overall point drop at the end of the course).  If you are sick and cannot make it to your email, you may bring a doctor’s note when you return to class and you will be allowed to make up any work due on the day that you missed.  Absences for any other reason will be considered unexcused, and you will not be allowed to make-up the work for that day.  Note: the excused absence policy applies strictly to in-class assignments such as learning goal evaluations.

Make-ups:  Both exams must be taken on the date they are scheduled unless an excused absence has been arranged or some extenuating circumstance arises.  The final paper is required and you must submit it on the last day of class.  The final paper cannot be submitted early or late: any student who fails to submit a final paper will fail the course.  Please carefully examine the calendar provided for this course: if you find that you have a scheduling conflict that may result in your missing one of the course exams, you may want to consider dropping the course (i.e. talk to me ASAP).  
Themes to be explored in Drugs & Society

Unit 1-

Sociological Examinations of Drug Use and Abuse



Introduction, History of Drug Use in America, Subcultures of Drug Use
Unit 2-

Social Construction of Drug Use



Exploring the Social Construction of Specific Drugs; Theoretical Explanations Critical Analysis of Media Depictions of Use and Abuse

Unit 3-

Legal Responses, Treatment, and Policy in the 21st Century


Drug Abuse, Legal Treatment of Drug Offenders, Drug Rehabilitation

Learning Goals for Drugs in US Society

1) 
Foster a safe and productive learning community.

Mechanisms for Assessment:

I. 
Develop a community where students can feel comfortable, valued, and secure 

in the community learning environment. 

II. 
Encourage appreciation for the diversity of opinions that results from having multiple participants in the class community.

III. 
Learn to trust one another in discussion: Begin to value the verbal comments and 

opinions of other students; do away with the notion that what the instructor has to say is automatically more valuable or insightful than what your peers have to say.

2)
Encourage each of you to develop your writing skills in order to prepare you for future courses and/or life experiences.

Mechanisms for assessment:

I.
Develop the writing skills necessary to clearly and concisely convey ideas.

II.
Work to “make connections” between media portrayals of drugs and drug use by 

choosing a single legal drug to research and reporting on your findings.

3) 
Provide valuable information about particular drugs and their potential effects to encourage students to make more informed choices regarding beliefs about and/or use of drugs. 

Mechanisms for assessment:

I. 
Offer supplementary information at times in lecture about the physical, emotional, and psychological impacts of specific drugs.

II.
View film depictions of drug use, abuse, and potential consequences to foster critical discussion regarding drug use and abuse. 

Miscellaneous:

1. The department of Sociology does not permit me to give student grades over email, so please do not email me about grades.

2. An excused absence is arranged in advance, by email, with me.  If you notify me that you must miss class, but forget to email me about it, your absence will NOT be considered excused.

3. No make up exams will be administered in this class for any reason.  If you miss an exam and have not arranged to use your excused absence, you will take a zero for that exam score.

4. Class begins promptly at 2:30pm and ends at 4:05pm, please do not leave early or arrive late without prior permission from me.

5. You may eat or drink during class provided that you do not disrupt the learning of your classmates.  Please be respectful of those around you!

Course Grade Composition

Exams to Assess Content Learning 





200

     (2 x 100 possible points per exam)
Short Paper: Letter to a Friend





 20

Final Paper: Legal Drug Research Paper




200
Written Assessment of Progress toward Community Learning Goals
 20

Individual Student Attendance and Participation (clicker score)

 60










     
       ________

Total possible points







500

Grade Point Breakdown

A
460/500
92% or higher

A-
445/500
89%

B+
430/500
86%

B
410/500
82%

B-
395/500
79%

C+
380/500
76%

C
360/500
72%

C-
345/500
69%

D
over 300
60%

F
under 300

Important Dates

Exam #1: Monday, 7/20


Letter to a Friend Due: Monday, 7/13
Exam #2: Wednesday, 8/5


Learning Goal Evaluations: Wed., 7/22
Final Paper Due in class: Friday, 8/7
Although I do not expect to have to do so, this syllabus is subject to change by the instructor should modifications be necessary.

Required Materials:

The Sociology of American Drug Use.  2004.  SADU
Charles Faupel, Alan Horowitz, and Greg Weaver; McGraw Hill Publishers.

The American Drug Scene, 4th Ed. 2004.  ADS
James Inciardi and Karen McElrath; Roxbury Publishers.

i-clicker.

Recommended Text:

Buzzed: The Straight Facts about the Most Used and Abused Drugs from 

Alcohol to Ecstasy, 2nd Ed. 2003.


Cynthia Kuhn, Scott Swartzwelder, and Wilkie Wilson; WW Norton & Company.

Additional Supplementary Readings

Posted on Course Reserve:  RDG
1. BUZZED: Introduction and “Just Say Know,” pgs. 15 – 28

2. SO #41: Ritalin: Leo, “American Preschoolers on Ritalin,” pgs. 392 – 401
To find articles on course reserve:

1. Go to the CU Chinook University Libraries website

2. Click on Course Reserves

3. Click on By Instructor- enter “Hoekstra” OR

Click on By Course- enter “SOCY 2034” and then click on Hoekstra

4. The site will then allow you to view the articles
5. You will be asked to enter your student login name and password in order to view the documents.

6. I suggest that you print out the documents so that you may write notes while you read, but you can read them on the computer screen if you want.

7. Be sure to try and find these articles early… doing so at the library on campus will ensure that the website is up and working.

Course Components in Detail…

Exams

The exam format is multiple choice, true/false, fill in the blank and short answer.  Feel free to come to office hours (a half hour after class each day, Monday - Thursday) to review material before exams if you would like.  Office hours exist to benefit you, so please consider coming in and discussing concepts with me if you have the time!

Paper Assignments:

 Paper #1 - “Letter to a Friend,” Introduction to the Instructor

In order to gain some initial understanding of who you are as an individual, each of you will write a brief “letter” that provides me with some background information about your interests and what you hope to gain from this class.  If you have information that you need to share with me (e.g. you are a former addict or are in drug treatment, you are working a job in addition to taking summer classes, you have a learning disability, ADD/ADHD, you’re an athlete, on academic probation, etc.), this letter offers “space” for you to make me aware of that information.  Your letter must be typed and is due in class on Monday, July 13.  The instructions for this paper are at the end of the syllabus.
Final Paper – Legal Drug Research Paper
In this paper, which comprises 2/5 of your overall grade, you will choose a drug that is currently legal in America and research it in a variety of ways.  Through a series of steps, you will develop a paper that examines this drug and its effects for American citizens.  Instructions for this paper are at the end of the syllabus.  Once you choose your legal drug to research, you should email me to secure that drug before someone else does (only two students will be allowed to research any particular legal drug, so email me early!).
Assessment of Progress toward Learning Goals

Once during this course, you will each evaluate how well you believe we as a learning community are achieving the goals of the course.  This exercise is completed in class about halfway through the course.  I will provide the instructions and explain this assignment on the day we do it: we will spend about twenty minutes at the end of class evaluating community goals.  In addition to evaluating community learning goals, if you would like you may choose to develop an individual learning goal (that you will turn in to me within the “letter to a friend assignment”) that you will also evaluate that day for extra credit.  Possible extra credit points: up to 10 points for personal goal completion.

Drugs and Society – Course Calendar – Summer B Session

Note: The dates given for the required readings indicate the date by which the readings should be completed: you should read the assigned reading before class. 

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	7/6


	7/7

First day:

-Syllabus

-Learning goals

  Global Clip
	7/8   Introduction
RDG: (online)

BUZZED: Intro

(Pgs. 15-28)


	7/9

SADU: Chap. 1

(Pgs. 3-19)

“Clicker Talk”


	7/10
SADU: Chap. 1

(Pgs. 19-29)

	7/13  History
SADU: Chap. 2

(Pgs. 31-62)

 Letter to a Friend Due
	7/14  Subcultures
SADU: Chap. 5

(Pgs. 135-142; 152-162… please note this is NOT the 

entire chapter)


	7/15  

ADS #11

(Anslinger)

Media Analysis,

K. Batter media

	7/16  Marijuana
ADS # 13 & 14

 (on marijuana)

Media Analysis, Reefer Madness
	7/17  

Research Day:

     No class

Gather data for paper sections

1 & 2

	7/20

Exam # 1

(Buzzed: Intro;

SADU: 1, 2, 5;

ADS 11, 13, 14)


	7/21   Theories
SADU: Chap. 4

(Pgs. 107-123)


	7/22

SADU: Chap. 4

(Pgs. 123-133)
Learning Goal Evaluations


	7/23   Alcohol
ADS # 7 & 8

  (on alcohol)

Media analysis,

Leaving Las Vegas Clip
	7/24  
In-class writing workshop:

Draft of paper sections 1 & 2 due in class

	7/27   Stimulants
SO #41: (online) on Ritalin, Leo
Media,

Frontline Clip

	7/28    Cocaine
Crack, Cocaine:

ADS # 21 & 23


	7/29    Opiates
SADU: Ch. 12

(Pgs. 373-389)

Film analysis: Sarah & Tecoah

	7/30   Treatment
SADU: Ch. 12

(Pgs. 389-406)

Film analysis: Sarah & Tecoah
	7/31

Research Day:

     No class

Gather data for paper section 3

	8/3

ADS #40
(Rosenbaum)

In class Presentation
	8/4   

No reading:

In class review for Exam 2
	8/5

Exam # 2

(All readings since exam 1)
	8/6

In-class writing workshop:

Draft of Final Paper due in class for review


	8/7

Final Paper due in class during final exam time




If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to me a letter from Disability Services by July 10 so that your needs may be addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities.  Contact: 303-492-8671, Willard 322, and www.Colorado.EDU/disabilityservices

Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to reasonably and fairly deal with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance.  In this class, if you need to miss class for a religious holiday you will need to use your excused absence to make up any work you miss. http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html
Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning environment. Students who fail to adhere to behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. Graduate Instructors have the professional responsibility to treat students with understanding, dignity and respect, to guide classroom discussion and to set reasonable
limits on the manner in which students express opinions. See polices at
www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html   and at
www.colorado.edu/studentaffairs/judicialaffairs/code.html#student
All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this policy may include: cheating, plagiarism, aid of academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and threatening behavior.  All incidents of academic misconduct shall be reported to the Honor Code Council (honor@colorado.edu; 303-725-2273). Students who are found to be in violation of the academic integrity policy will be subject to both academic sanctions from the faculty member and non-academic sanctions (including but not limited to university probation, suspension, or expulsion). Other information on the Honor
Code can be found at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html  and at
http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/
The University of Colorado Policy on sexual harassment applies to all students, staff and faculty.  Sexual harassment is unwelcome sexual attention.  It can involve intimidation, threats, coercion, or promises that create an environment that is hostile or offensive. Harassment may occur between members of the same or opposite gender and between any combination of members in the campus community: students, faculty, staff, and administrators. Harassment can occur anywhere on campus, including the classroom, the workplace, or a residence hall.  Any student, staff or faculty member who believes s/he has been sexually harassed should contact the Office of Sexual Harassment (OSH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550.  Information about the OSH and the campus resources available to assist individuals who believe they have been sexually harassed can be obtained at: http://www.colorado.edu/sexualharassment/
“Letter to a Friend”



Assignment for Paper 1


Introductory Letter to the Instructor

Due in class, Monday, July 13 – Must be typed

Please write a brief, informal letter telling me about you!  As this paper is informal, 

I will not be grading for grammar but please write clearly and provide detail.  Thanks!

Section 1: provide IN ORDER and CENTERED at the top of the page:

Your full name as registered with CU

Your nickname or the name you prefer to be called

Your year (freshman, senior, etc.)

Your major/s

Your preferred email address

Section 2: please align to the left (as normal) & 

answer each question in one paragraph:

Q 1: Why did you enroll in this course, or what do you hope to learn in Drugs & Society?

Q2:  Describe your current relationship with drug use.  You may write whatever you feel comfortable telling me here, but if you have been in a rehabilitation program in the past (or currently are) I would like to know this, thanks.

Q 3: What are some of your interests and/or hobbies? 

(Favorite TV shows, sports, music, hobbies, volunteer work, religion/faith, politics, etc.)

Section 3: devise a personal learning goal if you want to…

On page 6 of the syllabus, I explained that if you would like to, you may write and submit one personal learning goal to be evaluated for extra credit on the day that we do community learning goal evaluations.  If you choose to do this, your personal learning goal should be one sentence in length, and it should be specific, not general.
Your goal can be designed to address your verbal participation in class, your attitude toward the comments of others, your ability to keep up with the reading; attendance, being on time, performance on exams, coming to office hours, etc. – anything you personally think could help you to improve as a student.  Your learning goal should be specific to you: if you know yourself to be shy or generally uncomfortable with speaking in class, you will want to address this in your goal. 

(Instructions continued on next page…)

You should write your personal goal such that it is attainable and concrete in nature.  

For example, the goal, “I want to speak regularly during class discussions” is not sufficient: you need a clearly stated, concrete goal such as, “I want to participate in class at least two times a week.”  Similarly, the goal: “I am a shyer student, so I want to speak more in small group discussions,” is not sufficient.  It is not as easy to assess as, “I am a shyer student, so I want to try to speak up every time we meet in small groups.”  

The point of devising a personal learning goal (as well as having community learning goals) is to help you become a better participant within a learning community.  Students confront a unique learning community in every class they take, but this fact is rarely given much attention.  By drawing attention to your role in our classroom, I hope to help you find your personal “space” in the learning community.

The bottom line: if you choose to write a personal learning goal, write it clearly and concretely so that you will be able to assess it in one paragraph.  

State your personal learning goal in this section of your letter to a friend; 
If you would prefer not to write a personal learning goal, just state that.  

(The personal learning goal is for extra credit purposes only.)
Section 4: align left as normal and answer each question in one paragraph

Q 4:  Do any components of this class (structure or assignments) seem awkward to you?  

(Are you worried about anything on the syllabus?  Do you want further explanation as to why I have chosen to include a particular assignment?  Does everything make sense?)

Q 5:  Is there anything else I should know pertaining to your performance in our class this semester?   (Are you working, Taking more than two summer classes, Do you have kids, Are you a student athlete, Do you have ADD/ADHD, A learning disability, etc.)  
You should indicate at the bottom of your letter that you have read and agree to abide by the syllabus.  State this and then sign the letter at the end.

Section 5: last minute reminders
· Your letter should be typed

· Maximum length: 2 pages (you can print on both sides of one page if you want) 

· Submit your letter in Times New Roman, 12 point font

· Feel free to attach a picture of yourself if you want to! (
Legal Drug Research Paper, SOCY 2034

Coversheet Instructions









(Centered) Common Drug Name/s

(Centered) Formal Drug Name

Centered: Either cut and paste or draw a

Picture of the Chemical Structure

Of the drug

(then, skip a few lines down and list)

STUDENT ID (no name!)

Date of paper submission

PART I:












(Use the bolded category titles exactly as they are provided here and fill in the answers:)

Common Drug Name:

Scientific Drug Name:

Manufacturer(s):
Recommended Dosage Range:

Average Dosage (if known):

Active Ingredients/Properties:

Inactive Ingredients/Properties:

Controlled Substance?  Y/N

Objective Drug Effects:

Subjective Drug Effects:

Known (potential) Side Effects:

Route/s of Administration:

Potential Acquisition Sources:

· Legal:

· Illegal:

Intended Purpose/s for Use:

Known Purpose/s for Abuse:

In order to fit this all on 1 page, this last question should be answered in 3-4 sentences: 

Marketing: What kind of packaging accompanies this drug?  Is the container or packaging relevant to sale?  Why, or why not?  INCLUDE a photograph of the pill/drug/substance OR a picture of the container this drug is sold in IF YOU CAN.

    (This picture goes on a separate page, all by itself, you may not write on that page.)
Part II 
-    (Insert Common Drug Name here)





Find two advertisements for the drug that you chose.  These may come from:

· TV commercials

· Magazine, Newspaper, other paper Ads

· Online Ads

Some advertisements have more to say and will be easier to analyze/critique than others.  If you have a weaker AD, I suggest trying to find a stronger or more interesting AD…

1) Describe each ad for the drug in a separate paragraph (one paragraph per ad).  

Be concise (no more than 8 sentences per paragraph) & answer the following: 

· Who is depicted in the ad? (People? Cartoons? What sex, age, race, etc.)

· What is going on in the ad?

· Where does the ad take place? (setting/context)

· When is the drug introduced during the ad, if a TV commercial… at the beginning?  Not until the end?  Do you ever actually see the product, or no?

· Why is the potential user depicted as needing or wanting to use the drug, or,

· How is the ad socially constructing the user?

(e.g. is the user characterized by a specific set in the ad?)

2) Next, compare and contrast the advertisements.  Juxtapose the ads with regard to their intended audience, the setting/s used, the mood/tone of the ad, etc.

This section (Part II) should be approximately 1 ½ to 2 pages in length, in 1 ½ spacing:

· 2 paragraphs describing the ads: one per ad

· 1-2 paragraphs juxtaposing the ads for how they are similar/different

Part III
-   (Insert Common Drug Name here)





Paragraph 1:  Discuss intended implications of this drug for society

Paragraph 2:  Discuss unintended implications of this drug for society
The purpose of these two paragraphs is to get you to think at the structural level…

E.g. How might the use/existence of this drug (or the condition this drug is marketed to treat) affect the economy, the legal system, the educational system, government, families, etc.?  (Note: You DON’T need to address ALL of these, just a few… these are just ideas to help you think at the macro/structural level.)

OR, you can discuss the implications of the drug at the cultural level, if you prefer to do so:

E.g. Does the drug have implications for masculinity/femininity in America, cultural norms for body image, implications for how people think about their lives, or as consumers? 

Note: When you write these first two paragraphs, you should clearly indicate in your response which level of analysis (structural, cultural, or individual) you are using.
Part III Instructions, continued…








Paragraph 3:  Choose two distinct social structures in American society and discuss how these structures might deal with this drug, or with potential social problems related to the abuse of the drug. 
Concluding paragraph:  Why did you choose this drug, or what did you learn by doing this research assignment?  What information about this drug did you learn that you might pass along to others, or what information would you hope to remember about the drug a year from now?

This section (Part III) should be 2 – 2 ½ pages in length – in 1 ½ spacing (TNR font) – depending upon whether you have some space left over from Part II.  

Submission Instructions for Legal Drug Research Paper

Submission Format is as follows:

You will turn in TWO complete copies of your research paper to me: One copy is for me to grade and return to you, and the other (if accepted as sufficient) will be placed into a general binder titled, “Drug Types and their Social Effects.”  If your paper makes it into this binder, you will be awarded four points extra credit added to your grade.

The paper should look as follows:

· PG 1: Coversheet

· PG 2: Part I

· + PG: If you choose to include a picture/photo of the drug

· PGS 3, 4: Part II

· PGS 5, 6: Part III

· PG: Bibliography for sources (you must use at least two outside sources)
· PG: Rough Draft Evaluation Sheets for your paper, filled out by the peers from class who proofread your paper during our writing workshops
Reminders:  

Do NOT put your name anywhere on this paper… it is to be graded anonymously.  You are welcome to put your student ID as a header (plus page numbers) if you want.

Be sure to work on this paper in sections, as structured by our days off in class.  

Please DO NOT use a fancy binder or folder for your paper… just staple it all together, in two separate copies, and then turn them both in at the same time.
Finally, be sure to proofread, proofread, proofread along the way… your paper will be competing with the others in the class that are submitted to me for the top grades, so put some time and effort in and have fun doing so!  You are in college to learn, right?  ( 
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