SOCY 1004-003: Deviance in U.S. Society
Syllabus – Fall 2010
M/W/F 1:00pm-1:50pm – HUMN 1B50

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Instructor: 
Wade Smith

Office: 
Ketchum 8

Office Hours: 
Wednesday, 9:00am – 12:00pm, and by appointment 

E-mail: 
Wade.P.Smith@Colorado.edu

Course Description: This course will introduce the central concepts of deviance from a sociological perspective.  As we engage the course material that focuses on various aspects of deviance, we will develop a deep understanding of broader sociological concepts of social construction, socialization, social control, social power, social order, and identity construction and management.  Through our study of deviance we will gain an understanding of how social definitions are developed and applied, as well as learn what these definitions and applications mean for our everyday lives.
Course Readings and Materials:  All assigned readings and course materials, to include writing assignments, are available on the course CULearn website. The assigned readings, in weekly folders, are to be completed prior to class on Monday of that week unless otherwise notified.
Course Environment and Policies:
Course Environment:  The primary objectives of this course are to 1) develop an understanding of deviance from a sociological perspective, 2) make sense of the material in the context of everyday life, and 3) promote a critical thinking mindset.  Your active participation in course discussions and activities is essential if we are to accomplish these objectives.  This participation requires that you arrive to class on time, stay for the entire class, turn off and put away your cell phone before entering the classroom, and refrain from otherwise disruptive behavior.

Throughout the semester we will discuss a number of potentially sensitive topics.  While your active participation in these discussions is encouraged and important, it is essential that we maintain a courteous and respectful course environment that promotes the participation of all members of the class.  All perspectives and shared experiences are valuable in the learning process, and therefore deserve our attention and respect.
Laptops: Laptops are not permitted for use during lecture unless notified in advance by the instructor to fulfill a specific course need.
Assignments: All writing assignments completed outside of class must follow the “Writing Guidelines” provided for this course and be submitted in hard copy.  No assignments will be accepted via e-mail.  If you fail to turn in an assignment on time, it is your responsibility to contact me immediately and arrange to turn in a hard copy of the assignment within 48 hours of the due date and time.  Late assignments turned in within 48 hours of the due date and time will be graded and then given half credit.  No assignments will be accepted after this 48 hour period.
Missed Class:  If you miss class, it is your responsibility to obtain the material presented in class, to include course announcements, from another student.  Once you have the notes, I will be happy to discuss the material or answer any questions you may have.
Schedule Conflicts:  If you have any schedule conflicts with course requirements such as exams, due dates, or known dates of absence, you must contact me by the end of the fourth week of class so proper arrangements can be made.  These conflicts include religious observances.
Returned Work:  All graded work will be returned to you.  In the case of a grade dispute, it is your responsibility to provide proof of graded work.
Honor Code: All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this policy may include: cheating, plagiarism, aid of academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and threatening behavior.  All incidents of academic misconduct shall be reported to the Honor Code Council and students who are found to be in violation of the academic integrity policy will be subject to both academic sanctions from the faculty member involved and non-academic sanctions by the Honor Code Council (including but not limited to university probation, suspension, or expulsion).  For more information, refer to www.colorado.edu/honorcode.
Students with Disabilities: If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit a letter to me from Disability Services in a timely manner so that your needs may be addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities.  For more information, refer to www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices or contact the main office at Willard 322, (303)492-8671.
Discrimination and Harassment:  The University of Colorado’s policies regarding discrimination and harassment apply to all students, faculty and staff.  Any student, staff or faculty member who believes s/he has been the subject of discrimination or harassment based upon race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status should contact the Office of Discrimination and Harassment (ODH) at (303)492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at (303)492-5550.  For more information, refer to www.colorado.edu/odh.
Evaluation Components:  Your grade for this course will be based on your performance on exams, writing assignments, and in-class exercises as described below.
Exam 1


  100 pts (20%)
Exam 2


  100 pts (20%)
Final Exam


  120 pts (24%)
Writing Assignment 1
  
    65 pts (13%)
Writing Assignment 2

    65 pts (13%)
Critical Thinking Exercises
    50 pts (10%)
Total Points Possible

  500
	
	
	B+
	435-449.9
	C+
	385-399.9
	D+
	335-349.9
	F
	≤ 299.9

	A
	≥ 465
	B
	415-434.9
	C
	365-384.9
	D
	315-334.9
	
	

	A-
	450-464.9
	B-
	400-414.9
	C-
	350-364.9
	D-
	300-314.9
	
	


Exams:  Exams will be a combination of multiple choice and short answer.  Exam 1 will test your knowledge of the material covered in the first section of the course, and Exam 2 will test your knowledge of the material covered in the second section of the course only.  The multiple choice portion of the Final Exam will test your knowledge of the material covered in the third section of the course only.  The short answer portion of the Final Exam will be cumulative, testing your knowledge of the material covered throughout the entire course.
Writing Assignments:  You are assigned two writing assignments during the course of the semester.  The first paper will require you to make observations outside of class and relate them to course concepts.  The second paper will require you to apply one of the theoretical positions presented in the course to a substantive topic of your choice.  These papers must follow the “Writing Guidelines” provided for this course.  More specific instructions will be provided for each paper well in advance of the due date.
Critical Thinking Exercises: Throughout the semester twelve unannounced exercises will be incorporated into the course schedule.  These exercises will require you to apply critical thinking to specific topics of interest.  Your participation in and completion of each of these exercises is worth a maximum of five points.  Your ten highest “Critical Thinking” grades will be added to your course grade and the two lowest will be dropped. 
Tentative Schedule: Topics of Discussion and Due Dates
Course readings are posted on CULearn with a folder designated for each week of class.  We will be engaging the readings during lecture throughout the week.  Unless otherwise notified, you are expected to have the readings completed by the beginning of class on Monday of each week.
Week 1 (8/22-8/28):
       Introduction:




       
Course Expectations & the Sociological Perspective
Week 2 (8/29-9/4):
       Defining Deviance:




       
Social Construction, Relativism & Social Control
Week 3 (9/5-9/11):
       Theorizing Deviance:




       
Functionalist and Conflict Perspectives



       Monday: No Class (Labor Day)
Week 4 (9/12-9/18):
       Theorizing Deviance:




       
Structural Strain, Differential Association, & Social Control
Week 5 (9/19-9/25):
       Theorizing Deviance:




       
Feminist Perspectives & Contemporary Theories
Week 6 (9/26-10/2):
       Exam Week:



       
Monday: Exam Review (Question and Answer Session)



       
Wednesday: Exam 1



       
Friday: Film
Week 7 (10/3-10/9):
       Moral Entrepreneurship:





Social Power (Race, Class & Gender)
Week 8 (10/10-10/16):       Moral Entrepreneurship:





Moral Panics (Race, Class & Gender)



       Wednesday: Writing Assignment 1 Due by 1:50 pm
Week 9 (10/17-10/23):       Labeling:





Social Power (Sexuality & Substance Use)
Week 10 (10/24-10/30):     Labeling:





Medicalizing Deviance (Sexuality & Substance Use)
Week 11 (10/31-11/6):       Exam Week:





Monday: Exam Review (Question and Answer Session)



       
Wednesday: Exam 2



       
Friday: Film
Week 12 (11/7-11/13):       Deviant Identities:





Stigma and Stigma Management (Disability and Mental Illness)
Week 13 (11/14-11/20):     Deviant Identities:





Subcultures (Tattoos & Body Modification)



       Wednesday: Writing Assignment 2 Due by 1:50 pm
Week 14 (11/21-11/27):     Fall Break/Thanksgiving – No Class
Week 15 (11/28-12/4):       The Normalization of Deviance:




Deviance in the Workplace
Week 16 (12/5-12/11):       Shifting Notions of Deviance:




Deviance and the Internet 
Final Exam:

       Final Exam: Tuesday 12/14, 1:30 pm – 4:00 pm
1

