Introduction to Sociology, SOCY 1001-003 (Fall 2010)

Time: T/Th 2-3:15



Location: Ekeley E1B20

Instructor: Kristofer Hoyt



Email: kristofer.hoyt@colorado.edu
Office: Ketchum 409



Office Hours: T/Th 1-2, 3:30-4; By App’t

FYI: You are responsible for understanding the full contents of this syllabus, and whatever has been changed or added to it over the course of the semester. This syllabus qualifies as testable material, and may be amended at my discretion.

Required Text:

Witt, Jon. 2010. SOC, 2nd edition. New York: McGraw-Hill.

Purpose of Course:

This course will introduce you to the Sociological perspective, and will explore current social issues to get you thinking about your personal place in local, national, and global societies and cultures. We will explore these issues in a variety of ways: lecture, course readings, videos, class and group discussions, and writing exercises. In general, this course aims to provide you with the tools to develop a more complete, methodical worldview. To this end, many sensitive issues will be discussed in class and I will expect you all to be respectful participants and listeners in class discussions. Also, I understand that we all learn things differently, so this class will use the variety of pedagogical approaches described above, and evaluation methods listed below. However, it is up to you to address the success of your learning experience, which means that it is your responsibility to assess your progress and address any issues: ask questions, come to office hours, communicate with classmates, send emails, etc.
Course Objectives:

I will be looking for how well you demonstrate your abilities as a student, with respect to these objectives, in my final evaluation of your performance in this course.

If we both are successful in this course you will:

· develop the ability to see individual (importantly, your own) choices and situations in a larger social context of trends, history, culture, interaction, inequality, and social structure--appreciating the relationship between social forces and individual circumstances (this is the definition of a sociological imagination);

· gain an understanding of the different theoretical perspectives and important concepts utilized within sociology;

· better understand the connections between inequality and the construction of reality;

· more specifically: gain an understanding of category formation and the effects of these categories on our lives and the lives of others, transcend these categories, and appreciate difference, in pursuit of a more just world;

· practice the application of your sociological imagination and the various theoretical perspectives for a richer understanding of your self (your values, choices, beliefs), people, relationships, inequality, societies, and see possibilities for social transformation;

· have the opportunity to improve your test taking, studying, and writing skills through practice on the evaluation components of the course, and individual coaching from your instructor; 

· demonstrate your understanding of course material and your ability to meet academic standards of excellence on the papers, exams, and in discussions.

· have the means and desire to be an open-minded, holistic, and critical consumer of information
Classmate Information:

You should have the contact information of some classmates. This will make both of our lives easier. You will be required to have the spaces below filled by the second Thursday of class.
Name: 




Email:

Name:




Email:

Distribution of Grades:

Points:

Syllabus Quiz


10

Concept Quizzes (3)

45

Midterm



75

Application Paper


30





In Class Writing Assignments
40

Final Exam



100





300

Grading Standards:

	Letter Grade
	Percentage

Grade
	Description

	A
	90-100
	Exceeds all required elements of an assignment, and the quality of the work is considerably greater than what was required.  The quality of the work is considerably above the class average and impressive to the evaluator.

	B
	80-89
	Meets all required elements of an assignment, and the quality of the work is better than what is required and demonstrated by the class average.

	C
	70-79
	Meets all required elements of an assignment, no more, no less.  Quality of assignment is satisfactory for college level work.

	D
	60-69
	Fails to meet all required elements of an assignment, and/or the quality of the assignment is less than satisfactory.

	F
	Less than 60
	Only meets some of the required elements of an assignment, and/or the quality of the assignment is considerably lower than satisfactory.  50% of points are not guaranteed.  At this level, points are only given if some elements of the assignment are met.  If not, very low percentages are likely.


Syllabus Quiz

This is to be sure you have read and understand the syllabus, and will happen in week 2. Easy points, and a timesaver for us both!
Concept Quizzes

There will be three of these, spaced out through the semester, and will only address material from the concept sheet. The format of these will be quantitative (Multiple choice, T/F, matching).

Exams:

Exams will also be quantitative. The final will be cumulative- not to be tricky-it will not ask obscure facts and dates, but will make sure you have ingested the most important ideas from previous units. Make up exams will not be allowed without valid documentation. ABSOLUTELY NO EXCEPTIONS.
Application Assignments:

See separate sheet for these directions. It is absolutely imperative that you follow directions in writing this paper.
In Class Writing Exercises: 

Periodically, we will do an in-class writing exercise. Generally, these will be on days where a non-text reading is assigned. In these exercises I am looking for you to link lecture material with the reading due for that day. Basically, these exercises will serve as substitutes for essay questions on exams. Occassionally, I will assign a group exercise for you to write on. The point value of these assignments will depend on how many we do (which is not set in stone), and I will drop your lowest score. I will grade these based on your use of sociological terminology, your sociological imagination, and finally, a demonstration that you read the material for the day. 

Participation:

Class discussions extend the value of class readings greatly by helping us understand better the author’s points, as well as interpretations of the issue and piece that differ from our own. It is sociology in practice! I will expect all of you to participate in class discussions, and to help us all do this, we all must do our best to create an environment that facilitates open, honest, mature discussions. Though I will not explicitly be assigning points to participation, the amount and thoughtfulness of each students cumulative participation in discussions, as well as the general respect shown to other students and myself (see classroom decorum section) will affect considerations of “borderline” grades. That is, if you have repeatedly been late to class, surfing the internet, talking out of turn, etc., you will not receive the “benefit of the doubt” that more participatory and respectful students will.

Classroom Decorum:  Please plan to arrive on time and stay for the duration of the class.  If you do find yourself running late, please enter the classroom as quietly as possible.  There are six activities that I find particularly unacceptable: immature or bigoted comments or actions, packing up early, holding side conversations, texting, surfing the internet, and reading outside material during class.  I cannot emphasize enough how much these activities distract from our ability to learn from each other and maintain a productive classroom environment. While in class, please listen attentively. This is a critical part of productive class discussions. I reserve the right to eject from class any student who behaves inappropriately, according to these guidelines.

Turning in Work:  All assignments must be submitted in class on the date they are due.  Assignments placed in my mailbox or emailed to me will not be acknowledged, unless we have made prior arrangements.  If you are unable to attend class when work is due, I expect you to submit it to me before the assignment is due, have someone turn it in for you during class, or make other arrangements with me. Late work will not be accepted without valid documentation. No exceptions!
Cell phones:  Turn off your cell phone before you enter the classroom. If you should happen to forget this and your cell phone does go off during class, turn it off immediately or leave the room promptly. Do not answer texts. Though you may not think so, I consider texting extremely rude. After three general warnings, those caught texting will lose 3 points for each infraction. If you need to keep your cell phone on due to a personal emergency, please let me know before class.

Disability statement:  If you have a physical, psychiatric, or learning disability and require accommodations, please let me know ASAP so that your needs may be appropriately met.  You will need to provide documentation of your disability to Disability Services (Willard 322; 303-492-8671).  If you have an undocumented disability, and would like extra time on exams or other accommodations, please let me know the first two weeks of class.

Religious Holidays: The University of Colorado at Boulder has a legal and moral obligation to accommodate all students who must be absent from classes or miss scheduled exams in order to observe religious holidays.  You will not be penalized for missing class due to a religious observance, but you must notify me of any scheduling conflicts in writing by September 7th.

Academic Integrity: Cheating is defined as using unauthorized materials or receiving unauthorized assistance during an examination or other academic exercise.  Plagiarism is defined as using another’s ideas or words without appropriate acknowledgment.  Either of the above actions will result in a grade of F (0%) on the assignment.  This also includes removing an exam from the classroom! The University will also be notified if cheating occurs. If any of this is unclear, consult http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/studentinfo/index.htm
Tentative Course Schedule  (readings to be done before class)

Week One: T, August 24: Intro to Class, Writing in Sociology



Th, 26: The Sociological Perspective




-Mills, “The Sociological Imagination”




-Witt, Chapter 1

Week Two: T, 31: The Sociological Perspective, Continued



Th, September 2: Sociological Investigation




-Witt, Chapter 2

Week Three: T, 7: Culture and History 




-Witt, Chapter 3

-Application 1: “Nothing Personal” due

Th, 9: Culture and History, Continued



Week Four: T, 14: Socialization

-Witt, Chapter 4




-Kellman and Hamilton, “The My Lai Massacre”



Th, 16: Socialization and Interaction

-Witt, Chapter 5 (89-102)




-Becker, “Becoming a Marihuana User”

Week Five: T, 21: Deviance


-Anderson, “The Code of the Streets”

-Chambliss: “The Saints and the Roughnecks”


-Application 2: “Getting Society ‘Inside’” due
Th, 23: Deviance, Continued

Week Six: 
T, 28: Prisons, punishment, and social control




-Witt, Chapter 6 (116-121)

-Schlosser: “The Prison-Industrial Complex”

-Application 3: “It’s the little things” due

Th, 30: Prisons, punishment, and social control, Continued




-Skim: Walmsley, “Global Incarceration and Prison Trends”

Week Seven: T, October 5: Class Stratification and Social Construction of Class




-Witt, Chapter 9 (206-208)

-Witt, Chapter 10




-McIntosh, “Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack”

-Rothenberg, “The Social Construction of Race, Class, Gender, and Sexuality



   Th, 7: Class Stratification, continued




-Mantsios, “Class in America: Myths and Realities”

Week Eight: T, 12: The Construction of Race/Ethnicity




-Witt, Chapter 13




-Davis, “Rape, Racism, and the Myth of the Black Rapist”




-Application 4: “Where Did All the Money Go?” or “The Privilege Exercise” due

              Th, 14: Race/Ethnic Stratification

Week Nine: T, 19: Midterm Review
Th, 21: Midterm Exam
Week Ten:
 T, 26: The Construction of Gender

 -Witt, Chapter 12 (265-279)



-Thompson, “A New Vision of Masculinity”

Th, 28: Gender Stratification


-Hochschild, “The Managed Heart”
Week Eleven: T, November 2: Our Mediated World: Power and Ideas




-Application 5: “Beauty, gender, sexuality, and the media” due





Th, 4: Our Mediated World: Power and Ideas, Continued

-Klein, “No Logo”



-Ritzer, “The McDonaldization of Society”


Week Twelve: T, 9: Global Stratification



-Witt, Chapter 11

-Application 6:  “How Uncivilized!” due



     Th, 11: Global Social Organization: Colonialism and the Global Economy




-Cavanaugh and Mander, “The Unholy Trinity”

-Simons, “The Price of Modernization: The Case of Brazil’s Kaiapo Indians”




-Application 7: “McJobs…” due

Week Thirteen: T, 16: Global Social Organization: Colonialism and the Global Economy, Continued

   

    Th, 18: Global Social Organization: The Global Environment


-Goldman, “Imperial Nature”

Week Fourteen: Fall and Thanksgiving Breaks
Week Fifteen: T, 30: Environment, Society, and Inequality



-Witt, Chapter 14 (334-342)

-Fox, “Mountaintop Removal in West Virginia: An Environmental Sacrifice Zone”

Th, 2: Food




-Schlosser, “Fast Food Nation”


-Skim: Pollan, “The Omnivore’s Dilemma”
    




Week Sixteen: T, 7: War and violence




-Kuletz, “Mapping the Nuclear Landscape”

-Zinn, “Violence and Human Nature”

-Witt, Chapter 9 (208-212)

Th, 9: Social movements and social change 




-Witt, Chapter 15

-Cavanaugh and Mander, “Ten Principles for Sustainable Societies”


-Lorde, “Age, Race, Class, Sex: Women Defining Difference”

FINAL EXAM: Time, Date, and Location: TBA

