Sociology 2011-Contemporary Social Issues and Human Values
Instructor: Glenda Walden 

Office: Ketchum 12

Phone: 303.492-5217


Office Hours: TR 2-3pm and by appointment
Email: Glenda.Walden@colorado.edu  (SOCY 2011 as subject heading)
Course Policies and Environment: 
· You are responsible for material and announcements presented during class, including schedule changes.  Therefore, you are responsible to get missed notes and updates from fellow students.   Please do not contact your instructor with questions regarding missed notes until you have gotten another student’s notes and update.  If a due date or other administrative changes are announced, that will supersede the “tentative schedule” found in this syllabus.
· Please do not arrive late or leave early or begin to pack up prior to the end of lecture or discussion.  This inhibits other students’ ability to hear and understand the material.

· Please turn off cell phone ringers and avoid engaging in side talking, reading, sleeping, texting, or surfing while in class. This is disrespectful of the other students and instructor and disrupts the learning community environment.  If I notice you doing any of these things the possible reactions range from polite requests to cease to light public ridicule to being asked to leave the room.
· If you contact me via email, you MUST put “2011” in the subject line so that I can identify your emails and respond to them in a timely manner.   If you do not use this subject line, I cannot guarantee a response to your email.  I get lots of spam and non-critical emails, and your email may be inadvertently deleted if I cannot identify it by the subject line.  In general, you can expect email responses by 11am Mondays through Fridays.  Note that I do not check email in the evenings or on weekends, so an email sent on Friday may not receive a response until Monday.  If you need an urgent response, you should talk to me after class and/or check the course website (WebCT) to see if what you need is available there.
· No early or late exams will be given.  If you miss an exam, you must be in contact with the instructor within 24 hours or you will be given a zero for that exam.  
· My official policy is that I do not accept late assignments.  All assignments must be submitted on time and in person.  You may not turn in assignments via email, my mailbox or under my office door without PRIOR permission.  If you need additional time to complete an assignment, you must email me no later than 5 p.m. on the day before the assignment is due.  I have been known to grant short extensions (usually with a grade penalty), but only if it is discussed prior to the due date).  
· If you require certain accommodations because of a disability, please let me know by the end of the third week so that your learning needs may be appropriately met.  You will need to provide documentation from Disability Services (Willard 322 303-492-8671 www.colorado.edu/sacs/disabilityservices)
· Special accommodations for participation in student activities related to scholarships or offices held:  If you are on an athletic team, hold office in student government, or have other responsibilities that will require missing classes, please get me a letter by February 1.  It is your responsibility to look ahead on the syllabus and deal with any conflicts (e.g., scheduled assignments) prior to the conflicting activity.  Merely providing a letter to me does not mean that you have dealt with these conflicts—you are responsible for working with me to develop a plan to cover any absences and complete assignments in a timely manner. 
· If you have any schedule conflicts with final exams, other tests, due dates, or known absences for religious, family, work, institutional or other reasons, please let your instructor know by e-mail as soon as possible so that accommodations may be worked out.  

· We (the instructor, TAs, and students) are expected to adhere to the behavior standards listed in the Rights and Responsibilities Regarding Standards of Conduct.  The specific policy may be found at www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html
· Both students and faculty are expected to abide by the University’s honor code.  The specifics can be found at www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode.  Cheating and plagiarizing will result in a failing grade for either or both the assignment and the course.  Information on what constitutes these behaviors can be found in the honor code document if you have any questions. 

· Sexual harassment is not tolerated.  For more information on maintaining a fair and safe environment and sexual harassment policies and reporting see www.colorado.edu/sexualharassment or call the Office of Sexual harassment at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550.  

· Please keep all returned exams (and other returned graded work) in the event that you have a grade dispute at the end of the semester.  If your calculation of your grade does not match our records, it is your responsibility to provide proof of graded work.
· Please do not email me with questions about your grade.  University policy prohibits the discussion of student grades via email.  This policy is intended to protect you; your grade is a private matter, and email is a public forum.  If you wish to discuss your grade, please make an appointment with me.
Course Objectives:

· Play with our capacity to adopt beginner’s mind when observing and attempting to understand;
· This will nurture our ability to see “the strange in the familiar” and remind us that “things are not as they seem” as noted by sociologist Peter Berger.
· Practice noticing the unnoticed and questioning taken for granted assumptions about the way things and people ARE;
· This allows us to ask the very sociological question (also according to Peter Berger) “says who?”
· Further develop our ability to see and understand different perspectives on issues that may require us to step out of what feels comfortable and familiar;
· Expand our ability to utilize a sociological imagination and critical thinking skills when investigating the social world, evaluating information or arguments, forming opinions, and taking action; and
· Demonstrate your mastery of the course material and the accomplishment of the above on tests, papers, and in class discussions according to academic style and standards.  
· This gives me the opportunity to evaluate your integration of material on several levels, and you learn, among other things, how to play the game you are in the midst of called University degree seeker.
Evaluation Components-

We will create the specifics of this in the first week of class and will recreate or negotiate as necessary throughout the course.  Here’s my outline as a starting point for the components and their relative weight.
Class participation:  Participation requires a number of different skills, and will be graded accordingly.  Effective participation requires preparation, thoughtful contributions, careful listening skills, and continual reflection on the course material.  Your participation grade will come from attendance (2 absences before they start to count against your grade), in class activities and exercises, and my assessment of your involvement in the course.  15% of grade
Discussion Facilitation: You and a partner will lead discussion on a day of class.  We’ll be signing up for this in the second week. 10% If you don’t wish to facilitate a discussion you can do a presentation of your final paper in the last couple weeks of class.
Exams:  There will be two exams in this class, one midterm and one final.  Dates are tentatively set on course schedule or final exam schedule.  The format will be co-created as the date approaches. 30% of grade

Two Short Papers: The format, topics, and due dates will be co-created in the first couple weeks.  30% of grade.

Final Presentation/Paper: The last two weeks of class will be devoted to presentations from your fellow students.  Part of your grade will come from your presentation, part from the paper, and part from your response and evaluation of others’ presentations.  15%  If you facilitated a discussion earlier in the semester you are not required to give a presentation of your final paper. 
Papers




30%

Mid-term



15%

Final exam



15%

Attendance/participation

15%

Discussion facilitation


10%

Final presentation


15%

Tentative Schedule
Readings and assignment descriptions are posted on CULearn (CL) Specific readings for the week will be listed on the calendar and in announcements
Week


Topic and assignments

1-


Intro, context, 




Read: CL Week 1



Due Thursday: Topics you’d like to examine in course
ideas for co-creation of class 

2-


Values



Read: CL Week 2



Due Thursday: Your Values, US Values, Human Values
3-


Social Issues and the Sociological Imagination





Read: CL Week 3
4-


Why certain issues matter to sociologists



Read: CL Week 4
5-


Topic 



Read: CL Week 5 

6-                               Topic



Read: CL Week 6 



Paper One due in class Thursday
7-


Topic



Read CL Week 7
8-


Wrap and Mid-term on Thursday
9-


Topic



Read CL Week 9
10-


Topic



Read CL Week 10
11-


Topic



Read CL Week 11
12-


Topic



Read CL Week 12




Paper Two Due in class Thursday
13-


Wrap and so what
14-


Student Presentations
15-


Student Presentations
Final Exam: 

TBA


