SOCY 3001–101-103 and 880/881: CLASSICAL THEORY

Lectures: Mondays and Wednesdays 2:00-2:50 PM

Location: EDUC 220
Professor: 

Dr. Isaac Reed




Office Location: Ketchum 207A




isaac.reed@colorado.edu

Office Hours: 
Monday, 1-2 PM and 3-4 PM
Teaching Assistant:
Benjamin Lamb-Books




Office Location: Ketchum 35





benjamin.lamb@colorado.edu 

Office Hours: 
Monday, 4-5:30 PM and Thursday, 2-3:15 PM
This course examines the major works of modern social thought. We will discuss: the origins of western capitalism and the advent of a market society, the division of labor in modern societies, philosophical debates on the nature of the social and the status of collective facts, race and the transformation of American society, culture and its relationship to social structure, the relationship between social and political theory, the role of ideas in history, and how to read theoretical texts critically. When you finish the course, you should feel comfortable using the major concepts and frameworks of social theory as you proceed with your sociology major. 

Honor Code

All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this policy may include: cheating, plagiarism, aid of academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and threatening behavior. All incidents of academic misconduct shall be reported to the Honor Code Council and those students who are found to be in violation of the academic integrity policy will be subject to both academic sanctions from the faculty member involved and non-academic sanctions given by the Honor Code Council (including but not limited to university probation, suspension, or expulsion). Please refer to www.colorado.edu/honorcode to view the specific guidelines. 

Students with Disabilities

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability please submit a letter to me from Disability Services in a timely manner so that your needs may be addressed. Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities (303-492-8671, Willard 322, www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices).
Required Text & Reading
Laura Desfor Edles and Scott Appelrouth, Sociological Theory in the Classical Era, 2nd Edition. Pine Forge Press.  

All required reading is due the day it is listed under. All page numbers refer to the Edles and Appelrouth text, Second Edition. This text combines contemporary commentary with original readings from the classical authors. Often a required reading will include both sorts of readings. 
The two non-textbook readings will be posted on CU Learn.
Evaluation
1) Tests: 50% of grade

There are 3 multiple choice tests in the class, and a total of 50 questions on all 3 tests. So, each question counts for 1 point of your grade out of 100. (Usually Test #1 has 15 questions, Test #2 has 15 questions, and Test #3, given on exam day, has 20 questions, but this can occasionally vary).

Tests cannot be made up, so please note the dates of the tests now.

2) Writing assignments: 50% of grade

Each writing assignment is worth 10 points. (Note: the last two assignments are a little longer, but they are worth the same amount; by that point in the class, you should be ready to write a little bit more about classical theory). 

Writing must be turned in at the beginning of class on the day they are due. Papers turned in within 48 hours of the due date and time will be graded, and then given half credit.  Late papers must be turned in by email to benjamin.lamb@colorado.edu and carbon-copied (cc) to isaac.reed@colorado.edu. 

Emergencies/excuses/special pleading: If you cannot come to class on the day a paper is due, you must state your reasons clearly in an email addressed to benjamin.lamb@colorado.edu and cc’d to isaac.reed@colorado.edu. You must attach your finished paper to this email. Penalties will be assessed at the professor’s discretion. 

Participation & Attendance

The tests and written assignments make up the 100 points that determine your grade on the standard scale. However, as class and recitation are, in part, discussion-based, active participation, especially involving critical and creative thinking, will be rewarded at the TA’s and professor’s discretion when considering a student’s final grade. Frequent tardiness to or absence from recitation can adversely affect your grade at the TA’s and professor’s discretion.

Course Schedule
August 23—Introductory Lecture and Discussion: Tradition and Modernity

Wednesday August 25—Class Logistics covered, plus timeline of the modern West: the importance of history for social theory

Monday August 30—Historical Materialism

READING DUE: pages 31-41
Wednesday September 1—Alienation 
Monday Sept 6—No Class (Labor Day)

Wednesday September 8—Class Struggle

READING DUE: pages 51-65

1st WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE: Write your answer to discussion question #3 on page 93 of the textbook (must be 500-1000 words in length).
Monday September 13—The Appropriation of Surplus Value

READING DUE: pages 65-72

Wednesday September 15—Fetish of the Commodity

READING DUE: pages 72-76

Monday September 20—Charlotte Perkins-Gilman and the origins of Feminist Sociological Theory
READING DUE: pages 221-227
Wednesday September 22—Perkins-Gilman: The Proprietary Family
READING DUE: Charlotte Perkins-Gilman, The Man-Made World, ch. 1 &2 (CU Learn)

Monday September 27— VIDEO—Is Wal-mart Good for America?
2nd WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE: Define the proprietary family. How has the institution of the proprietary family changed since 1900? What do you think the social causes of these changes were? (500-1000 words)

Wednesday September 29— VIDEO—Is Wal-mart Good for America?
Monday October 4—TEST #1
Wednesday October 6— No Class
Monday October 11—Emile Durkheim—The Division of Labor in Society
READING DUE: pages 94-100 and 103-111

Wednesday October 13—Durkheim—The Sociological Theory of Suicide.
Monday October 18— Durkheim—Religion/Society/Culture

READING DUE: pages 134-152
3rd WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE: Discussion question #1 on page 152 (500-1000 words).

Wednesday October 20—No Class
Monday October 25—Du Bois: Double Consciousness

READING DUE: pages 325-334 and Excerpt from The Souls of Black Folk posted on-line at CULearn. 
Wednesday October 27—Du Bois: Race, Colonialism, and Modernity 

Monday November 1 — VIDEO—“W.E.B. Du Bois: A Biography in Four Voices”
Wednesday November 3—VIDEO—“W.E.B. Du Bois: A Biography in Four Voices”
4th WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE: Discuss the successes and failures of the Freedmen’s Bureau, as outlined by Du Bois in the excerpt you read of The Souls of Black Folk. How does this change your view of American history? (1000-1500 words)
Monday November 8—Test #2
Wednesday November 10—No Class

Monday November 15—Max Weber: Science and Modernity
READING DUE: pp. 153-162 
Wednesday November 17 Max Weber: Legitimate Domination
READING DUE: pp. 204-210
Monday November 22—THANKSGIVING BREAK

Wednesday November 24—THANKSGIVING BREAK

Monday November 29–Origins of Occidental Capitalism (Part I)
READING DUE: pp. 167-181
Wednesday December 1—Origins of Occidental Capitalism (Part II) 
Monday December 6—Final Lecture: Social Theory and Modernity
5th WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE: Discussion Question #4 on p. 220 (1000-1500 words).

Wednesday December 8—Exam Review

FINAL EXAM (=Test #3): Monday, December 13 1:30-4 PM 
In Class Expectations

· Arrive to class on time.
· Turn your cell phone off.
· Put away newspapers and magazines.
· Refrain from having conversations with, or in other ways distracting, your classmates

· Remain for the whole class.
· Display professional courtesy and respect in all interactions related to this class.
· If you must use your laptop, use it ONLY for classroom purposes and please sit in the back row of the classroom. 
Out of Class Expectations

Ben and I are here to help you understand classical sociological theory. We encourage you to approach us if you are having difficulty with the class, or if you want to clarify a concept, etc. However, we both have multiple professional obligations, and we ask you to be professional, as well, in approaching us for help. Some tips:

· Respect posted office hours. Plan your weekly schedule to align with scheduled office hours.
· Do not expect the professor or TA to answer emails immediately, or over the weekend. This is not social networking, it is academic sociology. I do not answer emails at all hours of the day and night. You can expect an answer to your email within the next 1 to 2 business days. 
· Send emails to your professor or TA using a professional format. That is: 
1. Always fill in the subject line with a topic that indicates the reason for your email to your reader.

2. Respectfully address the individual to whom you are sending the email (e.g., Dear Professor Smith).

3. Avoid email, chat room or text message abbreviations.
4. Be brief and polite.
5. Add a signature block with appropriate contact information (in CU-Link: click ‘Options’ – then ‘Signature’).
6. Reply to emails with the previously sent message. This will allow your reader to quickly recall the questions and previous conversation (in CU-Link: click ‘Options’ – then ‘Composing’).
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