Sociology 2044

Crime and Society

Spring 2011
Tuesday and Thursday 3:30-4:20
BESC 180
Professor: Tim Wadsworth

Office: Ketchum 206A

Phone: (303) 735-0172

Email: tim.wadsworth@colorado.edu

Office Hours: Tuesday 4:30-6:15pm
Graduate Teaching Assistant: Tamara Williams
Office: Ketchum 35
Email: tamara.williams@colorado.edu

Office Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 10:00-11:00am
Course Description

This course is designed to give you an opportunity to critically think, talk, read, and write about issues pertaining to crime, the criminal justice system, and crime-related public policy. We will focus on four specific areas:

1. What we know about crime, and how we know it.

2. How we as a society respond to crime and criminals.

3. How the institutions designed to respond to crime work, or don’t work.

4. Important contemporary issues in criminal justice and public policy.

Course Readings

There are no books for the course. All of the readings can be downloaded from the library’s electronic reserve website: http://libraries.colorado.edu/search/p   I recommend that you download the readings listed on the syllabus in advance in case technical difficulties arise the night before you are responsible for having them read. The course password is “crimeandsociety”
Course Website

There is a CULearn website for the course. We will post assignments, announcements, grades, study questions and interesting weblinks on the site. I will also do my best to post outlines of the slides I will be using in lecture at least 2 hours before class. Feel free to print them and use them to supplement your notes. These will include terms and definitions which will be discussed in lecture, but that you may not have time to copy down. These will not contain all of the information we go over in class so it is not advisable to use these in lieu of attendance. 

Course Requirements

Recitation Sections: Each of you must be enrolled in a recitation section that meets once a week. These sections provide an opportunity for more thorough discussion of the material presented in class. 
Attendance: Attendance in both lecture and section is strongly encouraged. I do not teach this class out of a textbook. The readings serve to supplement the lectures. They are not an adequate substitution for coming to class. In order to succeed in this class, you need to be here. You may miss up to six classes (this includes both lectures and recitation sections) without penalty. If you attend lecture but do not respond to clicker questions (due to coming late, leaving early, or forgetting your clicker) this counts as an absence. General illnesses, family emergencies, work conflicts, etc, all are included in this six absence policy. After these six, 2 percentage points will be deducted from your grade for each additional absence. To be clear, this means that if your final grade is an 80%, and you have four absences beyond the six allowed, your final grade will be lowered to a 72%. Exceptions will be considered on a case by case basis for unusual cases of extended and well-documented illnesses, lengthy jury duty, or similar situations if they cause you to miss more than 4 classes (contact Dr. Wadsworth and Ms. Williams immediately upon learning of these situations). 
In-Class Activities: I will regularly ask students to write short papers in class or as part of your homework. The intention of these assignments is to give you an opportunity to quickly express your thoughts or questions on a specific topic. 

Clickers: Some of our in-class activities will involve the use of clickers. All students must have an iClicker unit (they can be purchased at the bookstore). 
Reading: Completion of the reading is absolutely critical to your success in the class and your final grade will depend greatly upon you having read, thought about, taken tests on, and written about the readings. The readings for the week should be completed in preparation for either Tuesday’s lecture or your recitation section, whichever comes first.
Movies: There will be occasional movies assigned throughout the semester, all of which can be watched online. They are available on the course reserves website. The timing of the movies is the same as the readings—please watch them before Tuesday’s class or your weekly recitation section (whichever comes first). Any assigned movies should be included in your journals.
Graded Activities

Exams: There will be a midterm and a final exam (worth 225 points each). 

Journals:  To participate effectively, you must read and reflect on the assigned material, and come to class and recitation section prepared to think about and discuss the material. To achieve these goals, I will ask you to maintain a journal throughout the semester. The two things you should be demonstrating in all your journal entries are that you understand the main points of the assigned material, and that you have given the material some thought. For more information, please review the document “Tips for Journals” which is posted on the course CULearn site. You will be journaling online using the “discussion” tool in CULearn.   To submit journals, they need to be saved as Microsoft Word Documents. If you do not know how to do this please contact ITS immediately (303-735-HELP). 
      To be considered on time, you need to submit your journal by Tuesday at noon. The name of the file you are submitting should include the due date and your first and last name (e.g. “Tim Wadsworth August 31”).
      To submit your journal entry each week, you will click “Discussions” in the Course Tools Menu. Then click on the link for that week (e.g., “Journal August 31”).  Choose “Create new entry.”  The subject line should simply be “Journal August 31”.  You can leave the message space blank.  Click on “add attachments”, then on “my computer”, then go to your word document.  Click on your document and choose “open.”  You should preview your post to ensure that your entry has been property uploaded (choose the “preview” option), then close it out and choose the “post” option. Please be sure to back up your journal in case you have a problem with your computer or there is a problem with CULearn. 

You need to submit at least 8 journal entries throughout the semester (there are 13 weeks in which Journals can be submitted—indicated with an asterisk in the course calendar). Entries that are time stamped in CULearn by 12:00 p.m. Tuesday will be graded as on time submissions. You may turn your journal in up to two days late (by 12 :00 on Thursday), but one letter grade will be deducted from all late journals.  While you will receive 8 journal grades, only seven of these will count toward your final grade (we will drop your lowest grade).  After we grade your journal we will post a comment which includes the grade you received on the journal submission. Reading Journals are worth 300 points towards your final grade. 
Fieldwork Paper: There will be one paper assignment, which also includes an outside of class activity. It is worth 200 points. The dates on which the assignment will be handed out as well as when it is due are listed in the syllabus. 
Recitation participation: In addition to simply being present in recitation, your TA will keep

track of, and evaluate, your contribution in recitation sections. Being willing and able to discuss the course material and your ideas is an important part of learning. Recitation participation is worth 50 points towards your final grade.
Work that is missed cannot be made up.
 The only times we will accept late papers, or give make-up exams is when you provide your TA with written documentation of a death in your family, a medical emergency, a court date, a religious conflict, or your participation in a university-supported activity in which you are obligated to participate. When possible, such documentation must be provided prior to your absence. When this is not possible due to the emergency nature of the situation, documentation must be supplied within one week of your absence.
Your final letter grade will be based on the total number of points you earned throughout the semester according to the following scale:

Points


Grade

1000-930             
A

929-900 A-

899-880 B+

879-830 B

829-800 B-

799-780 C+

779-730 C

729-700 C-

699-600 D

Below 600

F
Final Comments on Grading: I do not grade on a curve. Your final grade will reflect your success in demonstrating your knowledge of the material, and will not be influenced by others’ abilities. To do well in this class, most of you will need to work hard and apply sustained effort over the course of the semester. That said, working hard does not guarantee an “A”— your final grade is based on the points you have earned throughout the semester. If you find that you are not doing as well as you would like in the course please come talk to us AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. There will be no extra-credit at the end of the semester to boost up low grades.
We spend a good deal of time reading and evaluating your work. Our intention is for the tests, reading journals, and assignments to be learning experiences. We will not discuss or address “complaints” about grades you have received until at least 24 hours after we have handed back your work. If, after 24 hours, you have thoroughly looked over your work and would like to discuss specific concerns please come to our office hours or make an appointment to do so. We will not discuss individual grades in the classroom.
Policy Issues

Class Etiquette: There are a few guidelines that will make the classroom environment more conducive to learning about, discussing, and debating the issues at hand.

1. Please come to class on time. Coming in late is a disturbance to your classmates and to your instructors. If for any reason you need to leave early, please let us know at the beginning of class.

2. Please do not interrupt others or talk when they are speaking.

3. Please turn the power off on all cell phones, pagers, etc. If I see you checking messages, text messaging, or doing anything else that involves your phone I will ask you to leave. If this happens again, I will drop you from the class.  If you are awaiting an emergency call, please talk to me before class.
4. Sleeping, private conversations, reading for other courses or leisure, doing cross-word puzzles, etc, are not conducive to learning and are disrespectful to your instructor and to the other students wishing to listen and learn. Please refrain from such behaviors.

5. I do not permit laptops in class as the temptation to check email, surf the web, etc, is just too great for most of us. If a disability or injury requires you to use a laptop to take notes, please provide documentation as soon as possible.

6. Pay attention and actively participate in class. If you are uninterested in what we are doing, please do not take this class.

Academic Dishonesty: Cheating and plagiarism are both violations of the student code and will be treated with utmost seriousness. Evidence of either of these behaviors will result in an automatic failure in the course and the matter will be turned over to university officials. To be clear, plagiarism refers to using the work, ideas, or knowledge of other people as your own. It includes all forms of exam or quiz cheating, using other people’s work, copying all or sections of papers from the web, and “borrowing” (without citing) from published sources. Please do not give me ANY reason to suspect this type of behavior. If you are unclear about the rules regarding plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, or collaboration, please consult me. You are also required to adhere to the University Honor Code which you can find at http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/
Special Needs: If you qualify for accommodations due to disability please let me know during the first two weeks of the semester. It is your responsibility to contact Disability Services and obtain documentation. The Disability Services Office is in Willard 322 and can be contacted at (303) 492-8671 or through http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices.
Course Calendar

(This is a tentative calendar. As with all else in life, it is subject to change. Any significant changes will be announced in class. Students are responsible for these announcements whether they are in class or not.)

	Date
	Topic
	Readings and Assignments

	Jan 11
	Introduction
	

	Jan 13
	What is a crime?
	R: Shaping Definitions of Crime

	Jan 18* 
	(Mis)understanding Crime: U.S. Ideology
	R: Taking a New Look at a Familiar World
M: Geraldo Special –Devil Worship

R: The Social Construction of Crime Myths
R: www.wweek.com/editorial/3704/14839


	Jan 20
	(Mis)understanding Crime: Myth and Reality
	

	Jan 25*
	(Mis)understanding Crime: Myth and Reality


	R: Public Perceptions of and Reactions to Crime
R: Deciding to Commit an Armed Robbery

	Jan 27
	Understanding Crime: Criminals on Crime


	

	Feb 1*
	Understanding Crime: Measuring Crime
	R: Crime Facts: Victim and Offender Data

R: Criminal Homicide as a Situated Transaction

	Feb 3
	Understanding Crime: Measuring Crime
	

	Feb 8*
	Explaining Trends
	R: The Recent Rise and Fall of American Violence

R: Disaggregating the Violence Trends

R: Where Have All the Criminals Gone

	Feb 10
	Explaining Trends
	

	Feb 15*
	Responding to Crime: Individuals
	R: Deterrence

R: Incapacitation as a Strategy for Crime Control

R: Rehabilitation: The Crime of Punishment

R: Is Punishment Necessary

	Feb 17
	Responding to Crime: Individuals
	

	Feb 22*
	Responding to Crime: Structures
	R: Crime and the American Dream

	Feb 24
	Responding to Crime: Structures
	R: Crime in a Market Society



	Mar 1
	Catch Up and Review
	

	Mar 3
	Mid-Term Exam
	

	Mar 8*
	History of Law
	R:The Police Officer’s Working Personality

R: Surette Chapter 4: Crime Fighters

R: Police Crackdowns

R: Problem Oriented Policing 

A: Fieldwork Assignment  Distributed

	Mar 10
	Institutions of Response: Police
	

	Mar 15*
	Institutions of Response: Courts
	R: The Work of the Public Defender

M: Murder on a Sunday Morning

R: Racial Disparities in Official Assessments


	Mar 17
	Institutions of Response: Courts
	

	Mar 22
	Spring Break
	

	Mar 24
	Spring Break
	

	Mar 29*

Mar 31
	Institutions of Response: Prisons

Institutions of Response: Prisons
	R: Crime in America

R: Mass Imprisonment
R: Entrepreneurial Corrections

R: Self Pay Jails


	
	
	

	Apr 5*
	Institutions of Response: Prisons


	R: Introduction to Invisible Justice

R: Excerpts from Life Without Parole

R: Families and Incarceration
R: Daddy Read For me

	Apr 7          
	Institutions of Response: Prisons

	

	Apr 12*


	Institutions of Response: Release


	M: Omar and Pete

R: When Prisoners Return to the Community


	Apr 14
	Institutions of Response: Release
	

	Apr 19*
	Current Issues: 

Individual Rights VS. Public Health 
	R: Apocalypse Now: The Lost War on Drugs

R: Gun Related Injury and Death
R: Children, Cops, and Citizenship

	Apr 21

Apr 26*
	Racial Profiling
The Death Penalty
	R: Precursors of Lethal Violence
R: Ultimate Punishment
A: Fieldwork Assignment Due

	
	
	

	Apr 28
May 5
 
	Conclusion and Review
Final Exam at 8:30 am
* Next to date indicates days on which Journals can be submitted.


Tips for Journals

· Purpose:  The purpose of the reading journals is twofold.  First, a tremendous amount of research has shown that summarizing material helps people both identify important points and retain the information.  Second, the reflection portion of the journals provides a venue in which you can begin to interact with the material.  Write about what interests you. Under each journal date in CULearn, I have written some suggestions as to what you may want to focus on given the topic(s) of that week. I would encourage you to look at these suggestions BEFORE reading the material or writing about it.

Guidelines for entries: Summaries

· Think of your summaries as notes that you will use to prepare for exams.

· Focus on the main points of the reading. What is the author’s key argument(s) as it relates to our focus that week? The last part of this (“as it relates to our focus that week”) is key. You should include a brief summary for each of the assigned materials (articles, chapters, and/or films). 

Guidelines for entries: Reflections

· Make sure that you include this piece

· In your reflections, try to go beyond simple judgments (arguments about whether something is a good or bad idea or whether you believe it or not).  Things are rarely as simple as good or bad and right or wrong, and such judgments are not very useful. Think about relating the material to other materials, current events, etc. What questions arose after reading the material? What are the weaknesses of the material? Most importantly, your comments should relate to our focus for that week.

General advice

· Keep summaries and reflections separate somehow (could italicize reflections, for example, or simply mark one section of your journal entry as “summary” and follow it with “reflections”)

· Length recommendations for weekly entry:

· Single spaced typed:  1-2 pages. Entries should not exceed 2 pages.

· Ratio of summary to reflection should be approximately 2:1 or 1:1 (reflection should be a third or a half of your overall entry)

