Self in Modern Society

SOCY 3151 - 002

Spring Term 2009

University of Colorado at Boulder

HUMN 1B90, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 3:30 - 4:45pm 

Instructor: Angel Hoekstra

Angel.Hoekstra@colorado.edu

Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays

2 - 3 pm, Ketchum 8  

________________________________________________________________________

Course Description: 
  This course explores how modern social institutions (e.g. media, economy, family structure) and prominent themes in American culture shape us as unique human beings.  We will examine theories of the self written by prominent sociologists in the modern and postmodern eras and discuss the dynamic tension between the individual and society.  In the process, students will be encouraged to search for ways to become more effective participants (as selves and consumers) in their communities.  As you study diverse theoretical positions on the self, you will be asked to think critically about your role/position in society and how your sense of self may affect the nature of your experiences with contemporary institutions and culture.  Further, in addition to studying various approaches to understanding – or “theorizing” – the self, we will work together as a group to achieve a few supplementary goals, such as to form a productive and enjoyable learning community.

Expectations:
   You are responsible for all material presented in class, in the readings from assigned course texts, and in supplemental readings posted on course reserve.  We will sometimes refer to specific pages from the readings during class, so I suggest that you bring the assigned reading materials with you whenever you are able to do so.  This will allow you to take notes (or write “self-related comments”) directly onto your reading materials, which should make the process of exploring theories a little easier.  

Head’s Up!  Learning theory is challenging – it takes a fair amount of time, effort, and mental energy to understand theoretical positions.  Like the learning of any new subject, learning to understand and use theories, to analyze and critique them, does not come easily to all students.  If you want to do well in this class, you will need to read the material regularly before you come to class.  If you come to class unprepared, you will not know the details behind the theory we are discussing in class that day.  In the long run, this will make the process of learning theory more difficult for you.  I also strongly suggest taking notes as you read the material for this class.  You should be summarizing main themes, writing down your own examples of course concepts, and so on.

Classroom behavior:  Please be respectful of your fellow classmates and do not disrupt their ability to learn in this class: please do not arrive late, leave early without prior permission from me, talk “off topic” during class, or engage in any other behavior that is distracting or disrespectful to others.  


Also, please remember to turn off your cell phone! 

In class, we will actively work to form a comfortable learning community where all participants can feel connected to the larger social group.  Because this is an upper division course, the class format will more closely resemble that of a seminar, rather a “lecture-driven” format.  In a seminar format, students participate more in what goes on during class than is usually the case with a typical lecture format.  Students are expected to come to class having already read the assigned material, and time in class is used to explore themes from the readings in greater depth.  The learning process becomes more productive because in addition to identifying main themes from the readings, class time is devoted to helping students further explore theoretical positions, through student presentations, critical analysis, in-class activities and discussion.  

In this class you will be expected to do the assigned reading before class on a regular basis.  If you have trouble keeping up with assigned readings in general (i.e. you know yourself to be the type of student who simply does not read before class, or does not do so very often), I suggest that you come talk to me about how to set up weekly time slots in your schedule to read regularly for this course.

Attendance:   As this class meets just twice a week, we will have a lot to do each day.  I believe the best way to earn a good grade in any course is to come to class regularly.  To reward students who demonstrate commitment to the course by reading ahead, attending regularly, and verbally participating in class, I include attendance and participation as a component of the course grade.  Attendance will be taken in this course through the use of a daily attendance sheet that students will sign each day.

Excused absence policy:  You are permitted one excused absence from this class.  An excused absence is arranged by email, prior to missing class, with me.  To use your excused absence, you must email me in advance of missing class.  If you are sick and cannot make it to your email, you may bring a doctor’s note when you return to class and you will be allowed to make up any work due on the day you missed.  Absences for any other reason will be considered unexcused, and you will not be allowed to make-up the work for that day.  

Note:  The excused absence policy applies strictly to in-class assignments such as 

learning goal evaluations, and may not be used for the paired presentation day.

Make-ups:  Midterms must be taken on the day and time that they are scheduled unless an excused absence has been arranged or some extenuating circumstance arises.  Next, because it is scheduled in advance, the rule for the paired presentation day is as follows:  

You must present with your co-presenter on the day and time that you are scheduled to present together.  Any student who commits to a presentation date and fails to present with their co-presenter (excluding extreme extenuating circumstances) will take a zero for that component of their course grade.

Themes to be explored in Self in Modern Society

Unit 1-

Modern Theoretical Approaches to the Self:  Historical background of 

the concept; Cultural development in theories of self and society

Unit 2-

Presentation of Self in Everyday Life:  Self in interaction; Self as daily 

performance; Self as gendered in nature; Self and the physical body

Unit 3-

Postmodern Views & Self as Consumer: Postmodern approaches to the

self as affected by technology and consumption in a system of capitalism

Community Learning Goals for Self in Modern Society

1) 
Foster a safe and productive learning community.

Mechanisms for Assessment:

I. 
Develop a community where students can feel comfortable, valued, and secure 

in the learning environment. 

II. 
Encourage appreciation for the diversity of opinions that results from having multiple participants in the class community.

III. 
Learn to trust one another in discussion: Work to value the verbal comments and 

opinions of other students; do away with the notion that what the instructor has to say is automatically more valuable or insightful than what your peers have to say.

2)
Encourage each of you to develop your writing skills in order to prepare you for future courses and/or life experiences.

Mechanisms for assessment:

I.
Develop the writing skills necessary to clearly and concisely convey ideas, 

through timed writings (in-class midterms) and response papers.

II.
Work to “make connections” between various aspects of the self through two-

minute, in class writing exercises and submission of a final portfolio of your work 

at the end of the course.

3) 
Facilitate useful, engaging discussions of the self / selfhood. 

Mechanisms for assessment:

I.
Participate in the shaping of an in-class discussion of selfhood by presenting with a co-presenter on the assigned reading, ensuring that you both come prepared with ideas on how to engage your peers during your presentation.

II. 
Encourage other student presentation pairs to work diligently to engage the class in productive discussions by verbally participating in discussion yourself.

Course Grade Composition

 Midterm Exams









· Midterm 1: Choose three Qs from six options


60

· Midterm 2: Choose three Qs from five options


60

Student Presentation Grade 






100

· Co-present with a peer on assigned reading material

· Co-presenters will receive the same presentation grade

Response Papers

· Paper 1: Letter to a Friend





20

· Paper 2:  Self as Gendered





50
 

· Paper 3:  Self and Physical Body




50

· Final Response Paper: Self as Consumer



100

Written assessments of community progress toward learning goals

40

· 2 x 20 points each, completed in class

Individual Student Attendance & Participation Score


20









     
       ________

Total possible points







500

Grade Point Breakdown

A
460/500
92% or higher

A-
445/500
89%

B+
430/500
86%

B
410/500
82%

B-
395/500
79%

C+
380/500
76%

C
360/500
72%

C-
345/500
69%

D
over 300
60%

F
under 300

Miscellaneous:

1. The department of Sociology does not permit me to give student grades over email, so please do not email me about grades (the Internet is not secure enough).

2. An excused absence is arranged in advance, by email, with me.  If you tell me that you must miss a class, but forget to email me about it, your absence will not be excused.

3. No make up midterms will be administered in this class for any reason.  If you miss a midterm and have not arranged in advance to use your excused absence, you will take a zero.

4. Class begins promptly at 3:30 and ends at 4:45, please do not leave early or arrive late without prior permission from me.

5. You may eat or drink during class provided that you do not disrupt the learning of others.

Required Materials

Hewitt, John.  2007, 10th edition.  Self and Society: A Symbolic Interactionist


Social Psychology.  Abbreviation for reading calendar:  S&S

Goffman, Erving. 1959.  The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life.  Goffman

DeGraff, J., Wann, D., Naylor, T.  2005, 2nd edition.  Affluenza.  Affluenza

Additional Supplementary Readings

Posted on Course Reserve:  RDG

1.  Hoekstra, “Exploring SOCI Theories of the Self: Modern Theorists” – pgs. 1-26

2.  Baumeister, Part I, “Medieval and Early Modern History of Identity” – pgs.  29-58

3.  Baumeister, Part II, “Identity in Modern History” – pgs. 59-95 

4.  Holstein & Gubrium, “Formulating a Social Self” – pgs. 17-37

5.  Hoekstra, “Exploring SOCI Theories of the Self: PM Theorists” – pgs. 27-48

6.  Gergen, Ch. 1, “The Self Under Siege” from The Saturated Self – pgs. 1-17

7.  Gergen, Ch. 3, “Saturation & the Populated Self” from The Saturated Self – pgs.48-80

To find articles on course reserve:

1. Go to the CU Chinook University Libraries website and click on “Reserves” tab (at bottom of the page in the middle, after the “Find Articles and More” tab)

2. It automatically sends you to the “By Instructor” tab - enter “Hoekstra”

(or click on, “By Course” tab and enter “SOCY 3151” and then enter Hoekstra)

3. The site will then allow you to view the seven readings posted online

4. In order to access any single reading assignment, you will be asked to enter your CU login name and password (the same one you use for CU Link/email)

5. I suggest that you print out the articles so that you may write notes on them while you read, but you can read them on the computer screen if you want

6. Be sure to try and find the articles early… doing so at the library on campus will ensure that the website is up and working when you need to access the readings.

Important Dates

Midterm 1: Tuesday, 2/24



Midterm 2: Tuesday, 4/14

Learning Goal Evaluations: Tuesday, 2/10 & Tuesday, 3/3

Response Paper 1 (Letter): Tuesday, 1/20


Response Paper 2 (Gender): Tuesday, 3/31

Response Paper 3 (Physical): Tuesday, 4/21

Final Response Paper (Consumer): due in portfolio folder on day of final exam

Although I do not expect to have to do so, this syllabus is subject to change

should modifications be necessary during the semester.

Course Components in Detail…

Midterms

The midterms consist of timed writing in the form of short essay responses.  You will choose three essay questions to respond to (up to one page per question response length) out of several options (there will be six options for the first midterm, five for the second).  Responses will be graded for depth of understanding of the theoretical concepts being addressed in the essay question.  Students should work to include course concepts, topics and themes in their responses.  Feel free to come to office hours to review material with me at any time during the semester (you can just come in and chat, you don’t have to come with a specific question).

Paper Assignments  –  Be sure to PROOF-READ!

 Paper #1 - “Letter to a Friend,” Introduction to the Instructor

In order to gain some initial understanding of who you are as an individual, each of you will write a brief “letter” that provides me with some background information about your interests and what you hope to gain from this class.  This is the “space” for you to share with me any information I need to know regarding your personal learning needs (e.g. you are working as well as taking a full course load, you have a learning disability, AD/HD, or another condition that requires extended time on exams; BE SURE to let me know if you are an athlete or on academic probation). Your letter must be typed and is due in class on Tuesday, January 20.  The instructions for this first response paper are at the end of the syllabus.  Length: 1 - 2 pages

 Response Paper #2:  Self as Gendered

In this paper, you will be asked to respond to a film that we will watch in class depicting the gendered nature of the self.  You will choose a response topic and incorporate terms, theories, and concepts from the course into your response.  Length: 1 - 2 pages   

Response Paper #3:  Self and the Physical Body

In this paper, you will take a day off from class to focus upon the nature of your physical body and its relationship to your sense of self.  Be sure to incorporate terms, theories, and concepts from the course into your response.  Length: 1 - 2 pages   

Response Paper #4:  Self as Consumer

In this final paper, which comprises 1/5 of your grade, you will respond to reading the book, Affluenza, by assessing the current state of your self as a consumer in American culture.  The paper will encourage you to evaluate the relationship between self, society, and the environment as you experience it in your own life.  The final response paper is due in your final portfolio at the end of class.  Length: 4 - 5 pages.

Learning Goal Evaluations:

Assessment of Progress toward Learning Goals

Twice during this course you will evaluate how well you believe that we as a learning community are achieving the goals of the course.  This exercise is done in class and you must be present to complete it.  I will provide instructions & explain the assignment in class: we will spend about 20 minutes at the end of class completing this exercise.  

In addition to our community learning goals, you may choose to develop a personal learning goal that you may also evaluate on these days for extra credit.  If you choose to write a personal learning goal, you will state your personal goal in the “letter to a friend” assignment.

Possible extra credit: up to 20 points for personal goal completion (10 pts. each time)

Paired Presentation/Discussion Assignment

A large component of your grade in this course will be based upon a presentation that you will give with one other person in the class.  You will work with your co-presenter to design a presentation that helps the students in the class to better understand the theories discussed in the readings that are assigned for your presentation day.  Instructions are as follows:

1) First and foremost, the goal of your presentation is to engage the audience in critical analysis and discussion of the concepts in the assigned readings.  If you get up there and “go over the main points of the readings” but do not use specific means to engage the students, your presentation will not be as effective and your grade will suffer for it.

2) Presentation length:  20 minutes (+/-  5 additional minutes for large group discussion) 

3) Both co-presenters must speak during the presentation.

4) You must use at least one but no more than three distinct “activities designed to engage.”

5) You should spend some time (either at the beginning of your presentation, or throughout) outlining the main points of the assigned reading, but this activity need not take a lot of time if you want to use the majority of your presentation time for engaging activities.

6) You must provide your audience with a printed handout (maximum length: 1 page) outlining and/or detailing the material that you plan to address in your presentation.  There are 50 students in this class and you should split the cost of printing handouts.

7) During your presentation, you may use a laptop to display video clips from sites like YouTube or Hulu, but you may NOT use PowerPoint.  (Your presentation information will be outlined on the handout, so there is no reason for complicated PowerPoint slides.)  If you choose to use a laptop and yours is a MAC, you will need to inform me in advance so that I can get the MAC cord for the audio-visual system.  

Next, please examine the presentation dates on the next page and pick your top three choices for when you would like to present.  You should examine the course readings and pick a few that are of interest to you.  Email me your top three choices and I will pair you with a co-presenter who also wants to present on that topic (if you signed up for this class with a friend and want to co-present with them, tell me that in your email).    !!  To my six (recent) former students:

[Kaili K. & Mike C.]

[Kendra T. & Andre K.]

   [Jon T. & George W.]

For the students listed above:  I would like you all to present first. Since you have already seen me use “exercises designed to engage the students” in your previous class/es with me, you should be able to come up with ideas on how to engage your audience fairly easily & may be a little less nervous “going first.”  I have assigned each of you to a co-presenter that I think you will work well with.  Please choose one of the following two earlier dates to present on:  January 27 or 29

Presentation Dates, according to the readings assigned for that day’s class:

DISC GRP 1 – Jan. 27 – Baumeister, pgs. 1- 11, stop at “Puritanism”

DISC GRP 2 – Jan. 27 – Baumeister, pgs. 11- 17, “Puritanism” section to end

DISC GRP 3 – Jan. 29 – Baumeister, pgs. 59- 76, stop at “The Twentieth Century”

DISC GRP 4 – Jan. 29 – Baumeister, pgs. 76- 94, “Twentieth Century” to end

DISC GRP 5 – Feb. 3 – Holstein & Gubrium, pgs. 17- 27, stop at “George H. Mead”

DISC GRP 6 – Feb. 3 – Holstein & Gubrium, pgs. 27- 37, from “George H. Mead” to end

DISC GRP 7 – Feb. 5 – S&S, pgs. 35- 44, stop at “Objects”

DISC GRP 8 – Feb. 5 – S&S, pgs. 44- 54, start at “Objects” and stop at “Self and Control…”

DISC GRP 9 – Feb. 10 – S&S, pgs. 54- 77, “Self and the Control of Behavior” to end of chapter

DISC GRP 10 – Feb. 12 – S&S, pgs. 79- 93, end at bottom of page 93

DISC GRP 11 – Feb. 12 – S&S, pgs. 94- 108, stop at “Self Image”

DISC GRP 12 – Feb. 17 – S&S, pgs. 108- 121, start at “Self Image” and stop at “Self Esteem…”

DISC GRP 13 – Feb. 17 – S&S, pgs. 121- 134, from “Self Esteem…” to end of chapter

DISC GRP 14 – Mar. 3 – Goffman, pgs. 17- 34, stop at “Idealization”

DISC GRP 15 – Mar. 5 – Goffman, pgs. 34- 51, stop at “Maintenance of Expressive Control”

DISC GRP 16 – Mar. 5 – Goffman, pgs. 51- 76, “Maintenance of Expressive Control” to end

DISC GRP 17 – Mar. 10 – Goffman, pgs. 77- 94, stop at “Another Illustration may be cited…”

DISC GRP 18 – Mar. 10 – Goffman, pgs. 94- 105, “Another Illustration may be cited…” to end

DISC GRP 19 – Mar. 12 – Goffman, pgs. 208- 228, stop at “Protective Practices”

DISC GRP 20 – Mar. 12 – Goffman, pgs. 229- 255, from “Protective Practices” to end of Concl.

DISC GRP 21 – Apr. 2 – Gergen, Chapter 1, pgs. 1- 17

DISC GRP 22 – Apr. 7 – Gergen, Chapter 3, pgs. 48- 80

DISC GRP 23 – Apr. 9 – S&S, Ch. 6 on Deviance, pgs. 213- 230

DISC GRP 24 – Apr. 21 – Affluenza, pgs. 1- 46

DISC GRP 25 – Apr. 23 – Affluenza, pgs. 47- 99

Ideas for how to engage your audience while presenting:

1) Write specific discussion questions about the material: have students discuss them in small groups first and then come back together and discuss among the entire class

2) Consider using a “two-minute writing exercise” before you ask students to discuss a complicated or thought-provoking topic: have them write in their notebooks first so that they can think about their ideas before having to talk to someone else about them

3) Engage students with an activity: bring a survey and have the class answer it in yes/no questions in their notebooks (e.g. you could use an existing survey or you could write your own measure designed to help students better understand the topic)

4) Try film clip analysis: pick a small segment of a popular film, show the film scene in class, and then lead a discussion based upon what is depicted in the film scene (if you choose this method, the film clip must be five minutes or less… using a VHS tape is also easier because you can set the tape in advance to start right at the scene you need) 

5) Consider using comic strips that address your topic (e.g. Calvin and Hobbes, Peanuts)

6) Use physical bodies to display a statistic in society (e.g. have everyone in the class stand up, then have a certain percentage of the 50 students sit down, to illustrate your statistic by those still standing up…  e.g. I have used this to illustrate % homeless in US society)

7) Gather anonymous student views in response to a specific (or personal) question: have students write a short response to a question without putting their name on it, then have them crumple up their responses and throw them at you, choose a few to read aloud

8) Bring in material items or physical objects to illustrate your concept or topic

9) Play a song in class that you feel addresses your topic: include the lyrics and discuss it

10) Come up with your own cool idea!   

Self in Society – Course Calendar – January / February

Note: The dates given for the required readings indicate the date by which the readings should be completed, NOT the date on which the reading should be read. 

M
Tuesday
Wed
Thursday
Fri

JAN


1/13

First day of class:

- Introductions, Syllabus

- Learning goals
1/14


1/15

S&S (Hewitt, course textbook):    

    1st ½ Ch. 1 (pgs. 1-18)
1/16




1/20

S&S: 2nd ½ Ch. 1 (pgs. 19-31)

Letter to a Friend Due

1/22        

RDG: “Exploring SOCI Theories of Self” (1st ½, pgs. 1-26)





1/27     ST DISC GRPS 1 & 2

RDG: Baumeister, Part I

   (pgs. 29-58)

1/29     ST DISC GRPS 3 & 4

RDG: Baumeister, Part II

   (pgs. 59-95)



2/3     ST DISC GRPS 5 & 6

RDG: Holstein & Gubrium,

   (pgs. 17-37)



2/5     ST DISC GRPS 7 & 8

S&S: 1st ½ Ch. 2 (pgs. 35-54)





2/10     ST DISC GRP 9

S&S: 2nd ½ Ch. 2 (pgs. 54-77)

Learning Goal Evaluation #1

          (Completed in class)



2/12    ST DISC GRPS 10 & 11

S&S: 1st ½ Ch. 3 (pgs. 79-108)


!!  Note for students who are willing to do their presentation earlier in the semester:

Students who agree to participate in a paired presentation during this first month of class will be graded with a little more leniency than students who present later in the semester.  This is because students who present later in the semester will have seen many more presentations, and so will have been exposed to more examples of how to engage the audience by the time they are planning their own presentations. 

Self in Society - Course Calendar - February / March

M
Tuesday
W
Thursday
F

FEB


2/17   ST DISC GRPS 12 & 13

S&S: 2nd ½ Ch. 3 

    (pgs. 108-134)

2/19    Exploring Self as Soul/Spirit

No reading assignment: handout on this topic will be given out in class

- Review for midterm 1





2/24

Midterm 1

    (short essays, choose 3 of 6)



2/26

Begin Goffman: Presentation of Self

  (Preface & Introduction, pgs. 1-16)




MAR


3/3    ST DISC GRP 14

Goffman: Ch. 1, Performances

   (pgs. 17-34, to Idealization)

Learning Goal Evaluation #2



3/5     ST DISC GRP 15 & 16

Goffman: Finish Ch. 1 (pgs. 34-76)





3/10   ST DISC GRPS 17 & 18

Goffman: Ch. 2, Teams

    (pgs. 77-105)

3/12     ST DISC GRPS 19 & 20

Goffman: Ch. 6, Arts & Conclusion

     (pgs. 208-255)




M
Tuesday
W
Thursday
F

MAR


3/17      Application week: 

  In class film: North Country

3/19      Self as Gendered

  Finish North Country

  - Discuss response paper options




3/23


3/24

     Happy Spring Break!

3/26

 Hope you enjoy your week of rest...




Note:  You will need to write your second response paper (up to 2 pages, 1 ½ spacing), on the gendered nature of the self, over spring break.  This response paper will be due on the Tuesday that we return to class after spring break.  Sorry about this, but I assume that most of you would prefer to have more time to do the paper, as opposed to having it due the week before break, since many other professors have a lot of work due then. 

Self in Society - Course Calendar – March / April

M
Tuesday
W
Thursday
F

MAR


3/31     Postmodern Approaches to 

             Characterizing the Self

RDG: “Exploring SOCI Theories of Self ” (2nd ½, pgs. 27- 48)

Response Paper 2 Due: on gender



4/2      ST DISC GRP 21

RDG: Ch. 1 from K. Gergen’s

 The Saturated Self, pgs. 1- 17)




APR


4/7      ST DISC GRP 22

RDG: Ch. 3 - Gergen, “Saturation & The Populated Self” (pgs. 48- 80)

4/9      ST DISC GRP 23

S&S: Ch. 6, Deviance & Selfhood

   (pgs. 213- 230)

- Review for Midterm 2



4/14

Midterm 2

(Short essays, choose 3 of 5)



4/16      The Self & A Day of Rest 

  No class: out of class assignment 

   Write RP2, Self as Physical Body





4/21    ST DISC GRP 24

Self as Consumer 

 Begin Affluenza: pgs. 1- 46

Response Paper 3 Due: ph. body



4/23     ST DISC GRP 25

Social Institutions & Consumption

  Affluenza, pgs. 47- 99



4/28

Affluenza: pgs. 127- 138 



4/30

Affluenza: pgs. 197- End


Final Exam: Portfolio Submission, during our scheduled final exam time

To be submitted in your final portfolio folder (No large three ring binders please):

Submit in first section of folder (on left side, or first)

· Response Paper 2 (already graded), on Self as Gendered

· Response Paper 3 (already graded), on Self as Physical Body

Submit in second section of folder (on right side, or second)

· Response Paper 4 (not yet graded), on Self as Consumer

· Paired Presentation Grade Summary (already graded)

Important Reminders…

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to me a letter from Disability Services by July 10 so that your needs may be addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities.  Contact: 303-492-8671, Willard 322, and www.Colorado.EDU/disabilityservices

Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to reasonably and fairly deal with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance.  In this class, if you need to miss class for a religious holiday you will need to use your excused absence to make up any work you miss. http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html
Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning environment. Students who fail to adhere to behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. Graduate Instructors have the professional responsibility to treat students with understanding, dignity and respect, to guide classroom discussion and to set reasonable
limits on the manner in which students express opinions. See polices at
www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html   and at
www.colorado.edu/studentaffairs/judicialaffairs/code.html#student
All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this policy may include: cheating, plagiarism, aid of academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and threatening behavior.  All incidents of academic misconduct shall be reported to the Honor Code Council (honor@colorado.edu; 303-725-2273). Students who are found to be in violation of the academic integrity policy will be subject to both academic sanctions from the faculty member and non-academic sanctions (including but not limited to university probation, suspension, or expulsion). Other information on the Honor
Code can be found at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html  and at
http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/
The University of Colorado Policy on sexual harassment applies to all students, staff and faculty.  Sexual harassment is unwelcome sexual attention.  It can involve intimidation, threats, coercion, or promises that create an environment that is hostile or offensive. Harassment may occur between members of the same or opposite gender and between any combination of members in the campus community: students, faculty, staff, and administrators. Harassment can occur anywhere on campus, including the classroom, the workplace, or a residence hall.  Any student, staff or faculty member who believes s/he has been sexually harassed should contact the Office of Sexual Harassment (OSH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550.  Information about the OSH and the campus resources available to assist individuals who believe they have been sexually harassed can be obtained at: http://www.colorado.edu/sexualharassment/
“Letter to a Friend”



Assignment for Paper 1


Introductory Letter to the Instructor

Due in class Tuesday, January 20 – Must be typed

Please write a brief letter telling me about you!  As this first paper is informal, I will not be grading for grammar this time but please write clearly and provide detail.  Thanks!

Section 1: provide IN ORDER and CENTERED at the top of the page:

Your full name as registered with CU

Your nickname or the name you want me to call you

Your year (junior, senior, etc.)

Your major/s

Your CU email address (you will need to use this for the course)

Section 2: please align to the left (as normal) & 

Answer each question in one paragraph:

Q 1: Why did you enroll in this course, or what do you hope to learn in Self in Society?

Q 2: What are some of your interests and/or hobbies? (Favorite TV shows, sports, 

music, hobbies, volunteer work, faith/religion, politics, etc.)

Section 3: Write a personal learning goal if you want to…

On page 7 of the syllabus, I explained that if you would like, you may write and submit one personal learning goal to be evaluated for extra credit on the days that we do learning goal evaluations in class.  If you choose to write a personal learning goal, your goal should be one sentence in length, and it should be specific, not vague.

Your goal can be designed to address your verbal participation in class, your attitude toward the comments of others, your ability to keep up with the reading; attendance, being on time, performance on exams, coming to office hours, etc. – anything you personally think might help you improve as a student.  Your personal learning goal should be specific to you: if you know yourself to be shy or generally uncomfortable with speaking in class, you will need to write a goal that is reasonable for you to attain (e.g. “I want to speak in class once a week.”)

You should write your personal goal such that it is attainable and concrete in nature.  

(Instructions continued on next page)

For example, the goal, “I want to speak regularly during class discussions” is not sufficient: you need a clearly stated, concrete goal such as, “I want to participate in class once a week.”  (Please do not write a verbal participation goal that is higher than this: we have 50 students and everyone needs some “space” to be able to participate.)

Similarly, the goal: “I am a shyer student, so I want to speak more in small group discussions,” is not sufficient because it is not easy to assess.  A better-written goal is, “I am a shyer student, I want to try to speak up each time we meet in small groups.”  

The point of writing a personal learning goal (as well as having community learning goals) is to help you become a better participant within a learning community.  Students confront a unique learning community in every class they take, but this fact is rarely given much attention.  By drawing attention to your role in our classroom, I hope to help you find your personal “space” within the learning community.

The bottom line: if you choose to write a personal learning goal, write it clearly and concretely so that you will be able to assess it in one paragraph.  State your personal learning goal in this section of your letter to a friend…

If you would prefer not to write a personal learning goal, just state that in this section.  (The personal learning goal is for extra credit purposes only.)

Section 4: align left as normal and answer each question in one paragraph

Q 3:  If you have already emailed me and received a confirmation on which date you are scheduled to present in class, state that date here.  If you have not emailed me yet, state here your top THREE choices for dates you would like to present on.

Q 4:  Do any components of this class (structure or assignments) seem awkward to you?  

   (Are you worried about anything on the syllabus?  Do you want further explanation for 

    why I have chosen to include a particular assignment?  Does everything make sense?)

Q 5:  Is there anything else I should know pertaining to your performance in our class this semester?  (Are you working in addition to a full course load?  Are you a CU athlete? Are you currently on academic probation?  Do you have ADHD or a learning disability?)  

You should indicate at the bottom of this letter that you have read and agree to abide by the syllabus.  State this & sign the letter at the end.

Last minute reminders…

· Your letter should be typed in Times New Roman, 12 point font

· Maximum length: 2 pages (you can print on both sides of one page if you want) 

· Feel free to attach a picture of yourself if you want to! 



