Syllabus for Socy 4441/4451

Honors Seminar Sequence

Instructor: Glenda Walden

Office: Ketchum 12

Office Hours: check CULearn Calendar and by appointment

Phone: 303-492-5217 or 303-359-3234

Course description: This two course sequence will take you through the process of conducting independent research and presenting original research results in an academic format for a professional audience.  We will be going through the process of formulating a research topic and selecting a methodology, applying for HRC approval to conduct research in a university setting, securing funding for research, conducting research, analyzing data, writing up results, presenting your findings at a professional conference and/or submitting for publication in a peer reviewed journal.

Objectives: At the end of this two course sequence, you will be capable of producing knowledge in the field of sociology.  We will achieve this by guiding you through the following steps:

· you will know what it takes to conduct research in an academic setting and have that work evaluated by professional colleagues working in the same field;

· you will know what is required to conduct research legally, ethically, and what you are comfortable with personally;

· you will know and carry out the steps of research design from topic formulation, methodologies, and presentation of results;

· you will carry out a literature review in your field of study that is comprehensive and informs your research and your presentation of results;

· you will gain experience applying for grants;

· you will gain experience working with an advisor as well as the instructor in the class and incorporating our feedback into your ongoing work; and

· you will present your findings for an audience of academic sociologists at either a professional meeting or through a peer review journal submission.

Basis for Evaluation: You will be evaluated on the basis of your progress and success developing a sociological topic of study, securing HRC approval and funding if eligible; conducting research in a timely manner, analyzing and synthesizing your data with existing research, and writing up your findings in an academic format that meets the standards of a professional audience.  I will be consulting with your thesis chair in addition to my own observations and evaluations when assigning you a grade for each semester’s work.

Requirements:  You must be accepted into the sociology honors program and be working on your senior thesis-although that is not the work for which you will be earning course credit.  Your progress in this course is measured through your attendance at group sessions, individual meetings with the instructor, writing that is turned in for evaluation, feedback from your thesis chair, and successful completion of research that results in a professional presentation or article submission.  However, it is highly encouraged that the research project you choose for these requirements serves as a foundation for your thesis requirements as well.  

Tentative Schedule for 4451**

We will be meeting weeks 1, 4, 8

Individual meetings on other weeks

Mock presentations week 10



Topic



Assignment

Week 1:
Data Analysis

Week 2: 
academic writing

Group A turns in writing

Week 3: 
findings writing

Group B turns in writing



Week 4: 
discussion section

Group A turns in writing

Week 5: 
Methods re-write

Group B turns in writing

Week 6: 
F&D re-writes


Group A turns in writing

Week 7:
lit review re-writes

Group B turns in writing


Week 8: 
intro and conclusion

Group A turns in writing

Week 9: 
Putting it together

Group B turns in writing

Week 10: 
Presentation


mock presentations

Week 11: 
Defending your work

Defend your thesis

Week 12: 
Present your work

attend PSA***

Week 13:
congratulatory week off





Week 14:
incorporating feedback

Week 15: 
wrap up and what’s next

***This is technically the final basis of evaluation but your attendance at the last meetings is still required as that is an important part of debriefing and moving forward.

Tentative Schedule for 4441



Topic



Assignment

Week 1:
Topic Refinement

Get thesis chair and outside member

Week 2: 
Research ethics

Read HRC guidelines and get CITI certified

Week 3: 
HRC paperwork

bring your app draft to class

Deadline for securing thesis advisor

Week 4: 
Funded Research

Read UROP guidelines/start app







Begin reading on this topic-every week!

Deadline for HRC approval

Week 5: 
Methodology


Reading for your method/ start writing







Deadline for UROP grants

Week 6: 
Professional meetings
review schedule of panels come in with 







ideas and tentative abstract-submit to PSA

Week 7:
Conducting interviews

Reading if this is your method, if not, 







Use this week to work with your data

Week 8: 
individual progress meetings
  set up an appointment with Glenda

Week 9: 
Lit Reviews


Readings

Week 10: 
more on methods and lit
turn in what you have written for methods







and lit review sections

Week 11: 
small group meetings

meet with your methods group and Glenda







For questions, updates, feedback

Week 12: 
individual progress meetings  set up an appointment with Glenda

Week 13:
DATA



finish collecting data for qual







finish runs for quant

Week 14:
small group meetings

meet with your methods group for discussion



on data analysis

Week 15: 
wrap up

