Political Science 1101

Sections 102 and 104
Recitation Syllabus

Instructor: Joshua Kennedy

E-Mail: joshua.kennedy@colorado.edu

Office: Ketchum 5
Office Hours: Monday, 11am-12pm; Wednesday, 9:30am-10:30am and by appointment.

Section 102: Wednesday, 8am-8:50am – Ketchum 119
Section 104: Monday, 8am-8:50am – Ketchum 118

The objective of Political Science 1101 is to give you a fundamental understanding of the basics of American politics. As a part of this, the recitation is designed to give you an opportunity, in a smaller setting, to ask questions and enhance your learning about material covered in the lectures. Additionally, recitations allow you to participate with your fellow classmates in free and open discussion about the subjects of the course.

A note about discussion: people have widely varying views about politics, the government, policies, and so forth. It is vitally important that you treat the views of your classmates with respect, even if you are in disagreement with them. The purpose of discussion is to air different viewpoints, and belittling of opinions or beliefs will not be tolerated.


Please note that there are two syllabi for this class: one for the recitation and one for the lecture. The class syllabus for the lecture can be found at the following website: 

http://socsci.colorado.edu/~mciverj/1101_syl.html


Additionally, I do reserve the right to make any changes to the syllabus. However, I will always give you ample notice via e-mail. Therefore, it is important for you to check your CU e-mail account on a consistent basis.

Office Hours: As your TA, I am here to help you. If you are struggling with any material related to the course, please do not hesitate to come to my office during office hours to obtain my assistance. If none of the times listed above are convenient for you, I am more than happy to schedule an appointment at a different time.

Grading: The recitation counts for a total of 15% of your course grade. 5% of this will be based upon attendance, and the other 10% will be based on participation and reading responses. 

Assignments/Participation (10%): Assignments and in-class participation are designed to test critical thinking skills and how well you understand the material. These skills are crucial for success in this class and in your career as a student. I also reserve the right to administer quizzes which may be announced or unannounced.
Attendance (5%): Attendance is required.  It is worth 1/3 of your recitation grade.  You will lose credit for each recitation you miss.  If you miss more than 7 recitations, you will be given an F for attendance and will likely receive a failing grade for recitation participation.
An important note about grading in the class: You cannot pass Political Science 1101 unless you pass ALL ASPECTS of the class (recitation, exams, and papers). In other words, if you get a failing grade in the recitation, you will fail the class.

Administrative Policies

Late Work: No late assignments will be accepted.

E-Mail: I am able to contact the entire class via e-mail. It is here that I will note any changes to the syllabus or any other information that is important to you. It is the student’s responsibility to check their e-mail regularly. No changes will be made without sufficient notice to you.

Academic Integrity: All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this policy may include: cheating, plagiarism, aid of academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and threatening behavior. All incidents of academic misconduct shall be reported to the Honor Code Council (honor@colorado.edu; 303-725-2273). Students who are found to be in violation of the academic integrity policy will be subject to both academic sanctions from the faculty member and non-academic sanctions (including but not limited to university probation, suspension, or expulsion). Other information on the Honor Code can be found at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html and at http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode. 

Disability Services:  If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to me a letter from Disability Services in a timely manner so that your needs be addressed. Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities. Contact: 303-492-8671, Willard 322, and www.Colorado.EDU/disabilityservices.  Disability Services' letters for students with disabilities indicate legally mandated reasonable accommodations. The syllabus statements and answers to Frequently Asked Questions can be found at www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices.

Religious Observances: The University of Colorado acknowledges a legal and a moral obligation to accommodate all students who must be absent from classes or scheduled exams in order to observe religious holidays. Details of this policy may be found on the University of Colorado web site.  Students who have a religiously-based conflict with classes or exams must, by the end of the third week of class, notify their TA and arrange a way to make up missed work. For campus religiously-based conflict policies, see http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html.
Classroom Behavior: Students and faculty each have a responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning environment. Those who fail to adhere to such behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with differences of race, culture, religion, politics, sexual orientation, gender, gender variance, and nationalities. Class rosters are provided to the instructor with the student's legal name. I will gladly honor your request to address you by an alternate name or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early in the semester so that I may make appropriate changes to my records.  For more information on classroom behavior policies you can visit the following websites: http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html and http://www.colorado.edu/studentaffairs/judicialaffairs/code.html#student_code.

Harassment:  The University of Colorado at Boulder policy on Discrimination and Harassment, the University of Colorado policy on Sexual Harassment, and the University of Colorado policy on Amorous Relationships apply to all students, staff and faculty.  Any student, staff or faculty member who believes he or she has been the subject of discrimination or harassment based upon race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status should contact the Office of Discrimination and Harassment (ODH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550. Information about the ODH, the above referenced policies and the campus resources available to assist individuals regarding discrimination or harassment can be obtained at http://www.colorado.edu/odh.







