PSCI 7011

Core Seminar in American Politics
Final Examination

Fall 2009
General Instructions.  

Answer 4 questions, one from each of the 4 parts of the exam.  There is a 500 word limit per answer (approximately 2 doubles-spaced, 12 pt font pages) for Parts I and IV. There is a 750 word limit per answer (approximately 3 doubles-spaced, 12 pt font pages) for Parts II and III.  The set of your answers should not be longer than 10 pages.  Do not reduce your font or your margins.  Edit your answers if you run long.  Do identify which questions you are answering BUT do not waste precious space by repeating (or paraphrasing) the question. (You may add a page to each answer for references or use parenthetical cites, e.g. (Converse, 1964, 257).)
Please do your own work.  You may consult sources available through the class web pages but do not solicit additional non-7011 materials. Good answers provide not just your opinion but links to the existing literature. (And when I say that I mean you should connect your answers to material you have read for this course.)  Good answers identify theoretical puzzles and issues and provide insights.  Please argument a position and provide evidence to support your opinion.  “Evidence” can be scholarly citation as well as the facts and logics that support your conclusions. Recognize that it is possible to incorporate materials from more than one week in the answer to many of these questions.  Don’t be too quick to jump to the conclusion that you should consider only the reading materials from the week on topic X.

Try to minimize the overlap of your answers.  (Do not, in other words, write on variations of a theme across questions.  For example, do not write three answers about political parties.) 
Instructions for turning in your answers:

If you turn in your test answers in paper form (my first preference):  Staple each answer individually.  Do not put your name on the front of any exam page.  On the back of the last page of each answer, please write your name. 

If you must email your exam answers as an attachment (my last preference):  Separate answers into separate files. Add a last page to each answer with your name so I can turn it over and staple it backwards on the end of each answer. 
This one-day exam is due 24 hours after you begin (but not later than 6PM on Wednesday, December 16th) and operates under the Honor Code of the University of Colorado.
Part I.  (Answer Q. 1)
1. Accounts of American political phenomena range from cultural to rational actor explanations with many alternatives in between.  Which broad theoretical perspective in your view is most compelling?  Explain why?  Be sure to illustrate your answer with one or more examples that show why your chosen theory is a better explanation than another.

Part II. (Answer either Q.2 or Q.3) 

2. The study of American political institutions, whether it is the Presidency, Congress, the Supreme Court, the bureaucracy, etc., is typically the study of a specific institution.  What are the benefits to be gained by such a study?  What are the limitations of this myopic attention to a single institution for any student of the national policy process?  

3.  One recent commentary on the American system concludes:  "Our system of checks and balances, with resulting fragmentation of power, frustrates leadership, saps efficiency, and erodes responsibility...The governing party is failing to govern and the opposition party is failing to oppose...We can, paradoxically, learn from [the early democratic experiments in] Eastern Europe."  Explain why it is that the America system of government, extolled worldwide as a model of democracy, fails so bleakly in our own eyes.  Is the above a reasonable critique or not?  Why?

Part III. (Answer either Q.4 or Q.5)
4. “The people are a sovereign whose vocabulary is limited to two words: ‘Yes’ and ‘No’.  Moreover, this sovereign speaks only when spoken too.” 

-- E. E. Schattschneider 

Is this a reasonable characterization of the public’s situation in a democracy like the United States or does this statement present too disparaging a view?  Defend your answer.  (How does democracy survive if this is all there is to the power of the people?  Is you believe this statement is not accurate, what evidence leads you to such a conclusion.)  

5. The American Voter, The Changing American Voter, The Disappearing American Voter, The Reasoning (American) Voter, The New American Voter.  These books (and many others) detail a 50 year investigation by political scientists into the decision-making processes of U.S. citizens faced with a choice between candidates in presidential elections.  How has our assessment of the individual American voter changed over time?  What questions about voters have been answered to your satisfaction?  (Explain why.)  What questions remain to be answered?  

Part IV (Answer one part of Question 6)
6. Comment on one of the following statements from the perspective of your readings about American politics this semester:


a.. Increasing the number of political parties will revitalize party competition and the operation of the American government.


b. Allowing Congress to override (“veto”) decisions of the Supreme Court by a 2/3s vote of both chambers will promote democracy by eliminating judicial activism. 


c. The impeachment of Presidents (e.g., Bill Clinton) highlights the dominance of Congress within the American system, as intended by the Founding Fathers.


d. Limiting the terms of members of Congress will enhance its operation.


e. A constitutional amendment to establish a national referendum/initiative will allow the people to regain control over the government.


f. Real comprehensive campaign spending reform will help bring national policy into line with public rather than private preferences.

g. Divided government provides an effective means for reigning in legislative and executive excesses.

h. Televising Supreme Court hearings will enhance the legitimacy of the Court and move it into a more equal footing with the other branches of the federal government.

i. Same day registration will encourage voter turnout.  Americans will fully participate much as do their European counterparts.  
j. A presidential line item veto will produce more responsible policy making in Washington.
